Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 7, 18 October 2019

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to the penultimate issue of this term’s Head’s Weekly
Newsletter.
It is hard to believe that next week is the last week of term 1 - how time
flies!
This time of year - both calendar and academic - is the time of many
changes:
Autumn is all around and the nights are drawing in, the temperature is
dropping steadily and nature around us slows down in preparation for the
winter season.
At schools - including ours - the opposite is true. As this first term comes
to an end, we are harvesting and the ‘early learning’ of the past seven
weeks and are ready to ‘fly’ in the coming months of intensive, hard,
targeted work!
We don’t yet have all the answers of solutions right but we know our
students much better now than we did in September. With that may come
some decisions about changes ahead - student groups, curricular focus,
additional support and even staff deployment and skill matching - are all
on the cards for the months ahead.
I wish you all a very restful weekend and remind you that next Friday is
the last day of term (usual 3:15pm finish time).
Kind regards

Mrs A. Hildrey
Headteacher

Launch of Kooth.com – Counselling Support

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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MPOWER PEOPLE – NEW PROJECT

Social Media Challenge
‘Momo’
Mpower People
CIC are proud
to announce their new project aimed
at…..

Women who have been out of work for over 18 months due to parental
or carer responsibilities.
They have training, advice and guidance available to support each
returner to re-enter the employment market after a break. They will tailor
the training and support on offer to each individual to ensure that they
are able to achieve their aspirations of returning to work, with flexible
employers who understand the benefit of their transferable skills.
They have volunteer opportunities and work placements available,
training is FREE and they can cover travel and lunch expenses on
training days.
Training and support will take place in the Gateway Conference Centre,
75 London Road, Liverpool, L3 8HY - which is accessible by public
transport and a disability accessible building.
For further information, please see contact details below:
michelle@mpowerpeople.co.uk
www.mpowerpeople.co.uk
https://www.thelivewelldirectory.com/Services/3318
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FREE CRICKET SESSIONS
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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GOVERNING BODY
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

CALL TO ACTION
Some of you may recall last year’s consultation on the possible changes
to our Admissions Policy, affecting in particular admission arrangements
to our Key Stage 5 provision.
As a result of the many unanswered questions at the end of the opinion
gathering exercise, the Governing Body has decided to extend our
enquiries to further consultation with the students, families, staff and the
commissioning local authorities.
This piece of work is tabled for the September – December 2019 period
of time.
I am therefore writing to ask that anyone wishing to contribute to the
collation of the various stakeholders’ views contacts Kim Adair, my PA to
put your name forward.
I hope that we will have a small group formed before the end of this half
term so that we can coordinate view-seeking efforts in November and
collate them before the end of the calendar year.
To reassure everyone and reiterate previous communication: our school
is a school maintained by the local authority. As such, we may not change
our admissions policy or criteria ourselves. This therefore is an informal,
rather than a formal consultation and as such, it is an exploration of
various scenarios related to the intake of students.
Please contact Kim Adair if you wish to join the working group:
kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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THE ISABELLA TRUST
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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Deputy Headteacher
Mr McVerry, Deputy Headteacher
E: anthony.mcverry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week I was lucky enough to spend time with the Leadership Team and our therapists
looking at Restorative Practice and how this fits into the school. Having been on the initial
three day training, I could see how it would benefit everyone in the school and how much of it
we already did without thinking, something we do as part of our job. The aim of Restorative
Practice is to build and repair relationships. One key quite taken from the Restorative Thinking
website (www.restorativethinking.co.uk) really struck a chord with me:
"Relationships built through restorative practice are the oxygen people and
communities need to survive and thrive..."
(Dr Jim Longo, Washington and Jefferson College)
This quote resonates with me, as I firmly believe in working together in a positive way is the
only way to get things done, however I do think that a degree of challenge and a disagreement
allows for things to be discussed in an open forum and for a resolution to be found. This will
not always be found straight away and can take time, relationship are complex, we are a
society are complex and hard work is required to maintain positive relationships.
Some people may know that one of my 'idols' or 'heroes' is King Arthur, some may argue he
never existed, but that mystery draws me in. What I love though, is the fact that he believed
in equality and he believed that status was nothing more than an organised way to work
together. Personally I am not one for a status and believe in full equality, not matter who you
are, what you do and the decisions you make, first and foremost you are a person. This
requires trust and it also requires people to have the freedom to get things wrong and make
mistakes. Mistakes shape us, they provide us with a learning opportunity that is real, that is
life, if we didn't make mistakes then we would not be able to learn the real skills that are
needed to integrate into society. For me having that ability and the belief of others to take risks
and know that some things may not work is essential and healthy to any establishment or
relationship. Built into this though is also the element of forgiveness and acknowledgement
from others that mistakes are natural and healthy and that no matter who we are, we get things
wrong., admitting that is hard and there is also a fear of the consequences of our mistakes. I
have made mistakes in my life, worried about the outcome and that is unhealthy because I am
still here, I learnt from the mistakes and looked at things in a different way.
I think that this method that the school has adopted will work, not just between students and
students or staff and students, but the whole community, everyone we work with and everyone
who comes in contact with the school. I enjoy building relationships and I enjoy my job and
everything that comes with it, things may not always work out as I had planned, but I always
believe that things can be resolved and people can move forward. I have already had
experience of using the Restorative Practice in school and seen the benefits, I am looking
forward to moving this forward and rolling it out fully across all aspects of the school.
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Care and Safeguarding
Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Today and next Monday, I am attending two NHS conferences specifically looking at improving
support for children and young people in the Merseyside region.
Firstly, CAMHS are holding their first ever conference ‘Education in Mind’ a one-day event that
will explore various key issues surrounding mental health and emotional wellbeing in a local
education context. The event promises to be interactive, informative and a chance for
education professionals to learn, engage and share experiences and best practice. I will be
attending a workshop on Adverse Childhood Experiences in the morning and suicide
prevention training in the afternoon. Other workshops include resilience, attachment difficulties
and anxiety. I expect the conference will be fully booked as school staff seek to increase their
awareness of mental health issues and become more aware of the types of support schools
can offer their students.
All schools have seen a massive increase in mental health issues (including in very young
children) and the statistics are truly shocking:



12.8% of children and young people (aged 5-19 years) have a clinically diagnosable
mental problem
Over a third of 5 to 19 year olds with a mental health problem (35.6%) were recognised
as having Special Educational Needs

A depressing picture, I am sure you will agree, but by working together more effectively and
efficiently, school staff and CAMHS professionals can make a real difference to the emotional
and mental wellbeing of the children in their care.
On Monday, I am in Warrington attending a ‘Transforming Care for Children and Young
People’ conference organised by Wirral Health and Care Commissioning. The Transforming
Care programme aims to improve the lives of children, young people and adults with a learning
disability and/or autism who display behaviours that challenge, including those with a mental
health condition. The programme has three key aims:




To improve quality of care for people with a learning disability and/or autism
To improve quality of life for people with a learning disability and/or autism
To enhance community capacity, thereby reducing inappropriate hospital admissions
and length of stay

I am hopeful that both conferences will bring about renewed energy and commitment to
reducing the stigma around mental health issues and identify better ways of working and
supporting children and young people requiring interventions.
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Autism Research and Development
Ms Micah Grimshaw, Head of Autism Research and Development
E: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Join our ALS Research Focus Group!
At Abbot’s Lea School, we aspire to become an International Centre of Autism Education,
Research and Development.
Last year, we started to receive interest from international organisations in recognition of our
commitment to innovative practice, and we are already looking forward to our first international
venture to Dusseldorf with Head Boy and Head Girl just next month! Joe and Megan will be
representing our school at an international seminar where they will meet with our partner
school in Germany to discuss student exchange trips.
You may recall that we have previously run research focus group sessions where students,
families, staff and external Autism-allies have come together to share their perspectives and
lived experiences on a number of topics. The feedback from these sessions was really
inspiring and I am calling for the group to continue to come together with a particular focus on
a major partnership project with Liverpool John Moore’s University and Regenda Housing to
plan for a National Autism Conference in Liverpool, October 2020.
The research focus group will also hear updates on all school-based and ALS-led research
projects, and will be tasked to carry out a consultation with students, families and staff to create
a research agenda shaped by the identified research priorities.
The dates for research focus group meetings this year will be:
Wednesday 4 December 9:30 – 12:30
Wednesday 5 February 9:30 – 12:30
Tuesday 31 March 9:30 – 12:30 (Autism Awareness Week!)
Wednesday 20 May 12 – 3
Wednesday 1 July 12 - 3
Please contact me if you are interested in being part of this group and able to attend these
sessions: micah.grimshaw@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Page 9 of 28

School Business Support
Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week saw the termly meeting of the Governing Body, to which all the Senior Leadership
team were in attendance to update on the progress on their individual areas. As a current
governor myself, at a local primary school for almost 8 years and having worked with many
governing bodies during my career, I know how important having a good, experienced and
challenging governing body is to help a school drive itself forward.
As such, it is reassuring that we have a wealth of experience and breadth of knowledge within
our group of governors, all of whom bring different qualities and all have the primary aim of
ensuring that we all do the best possible job for all the students at Abbot's Lea School. Being
a governor can be a thankless task at times. There are no financial rewards and there are
significant time commitments, so I would like to pass upon my thanks to all our governors for
their continued and dedicated support to their roles and to Abbot's Lea School.

School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Following the training delivered on the first day of term, on Wednesday our Leadership team,
plus multi-disciplinary team of therapists, had a further session on Restorative Practice and
how we can use this positive technique to positively support behaviour. The session explored
how we structure conversations and facilitate restorative meetings. Our therapists will be
working to ensure the language we use to facilitate sessions is appropriate and that all
students are able to engage. Our next phase of the programme will be to train teachers to use
the techniques next month.
This week I attended the School Business Manager Conference where all schools were
represented and received updates on finance, audit, procurement and HR. It is a great chance
to speak to other schools and pick up ideas and best practice. The information helps us ensure
that the schools is up to date and compliant and offering the best environment for students to
work in.
After a busy week of learning I hope everyone has a restful weekend ahead of our final week
of term.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Key Stage Leader: Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Thank you to our fabulous families for joining us in our first 'Stay and Play' session of the year.
Thank you to our school Governor, Ms Eileen Walsh and our Head of HR, Michelle Griffiths
who came to join us.
Ireland
This week in Ireland class we have been reading and writing using our phonics knowledge.
We have been enjoying circle time together and have shown good listening and talking skills.
This morning was fantastic when we welcomed our families into class to enjoy activities with
us. Thank you for your support!
Have a lovely weekend.
Wales
Wales class have had a lovely week working very hard and having lots of fun! We have been
focusing on recognising our emotions and using our chart to help us when we are feeling sad
or angry. In English we have been working on creating sentences and writing instructions. We
made some delicious gingerbread men and focussed on ‘doing words’ when mixing, rolling
and cutting. We loved getting messy! In maths we have been learning all about different
shapes and sizes and finding shapes in pictures. In music we copied rhythms using the
Djembe drum and used our bodies as percussion instruments. In geography we walked
around our school environment to explore natural and man-made. On Friday we loved our first
stay and play session with our families. Have a lovely weekend everyone!
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Mrs Lisa Walker
Lisa.Walker@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Key Stage 2 have had a fabulous week this week as we began a two week mini topic on Black
History to celebrate Black History Month. Students are learning about notable changes led by
black men and women including Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela. Our cycle of PE enrichment
is well underway as we enjoy golf with thanks to Lee Park Golf Club, Judo and Movema
Dance. Many of our students are engaged in learning through some of our online education
subscriptions including Education City and Times Table Rockstars. This week we will be
enabling the home learning function of these apps to enable learning to continue in an
engaging way at home, information on how to access this will be sent home next week.
You can follow our updates throughout the week via twitter @Primary_ALS
Mrs Walker 😊
Portugal
This week in Class Portugal we have been working really hard in English! We have completed
a ‘big write’ - finishing our own versions of The Three Little Pigs’. We worked really hard and
on Thursday we had a reading session. We all took turns on the story telling chair to read the
class our stories and all have some positive feedback to each other! Well done Class Portugal!
We also had a trip to the pumpkin farm ready for some Halloween activities next week! The
children were amazing and were fantastic ambassadors for the school. This trip also fed into
our Geography lesson on the difference between towns and the countryside!
Have a lovely weekend!
USA
Class USA have studied the history and impact of Nelson Mandela this week and used word
processing to create a newspaper report of his feelings on release. The students have also
enjoyed the topic of multiplication and division in maths - and I have been SUPER proud of
their progress!! Little challenge for each of them - can they remember what our Vocab word of
the week was? - ask them to explain it to you. Mrs Walker 
Italy
This week Italy class have been learning about measurement in Maths. We completed some
work around length, height and weight. In English we have been recognising important figures
for Black History Month. This week we have been finding out about the life of Martin Luther
King Jr. In Science we looked at animals and their babies. We found out that some animal
babies do not look like their mummies and daddies. On Wednesday afternoon we went on the
minibus to Garston Park. The pupils really enjoyed themselves. Well done Italy class for a
fantastic week.
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France
This week in Class France we have focused on measuring objects using non-standard
methods. Each pupil has worked hard measuring, comparing and estimating a variety of
objects lengths. For English we have continued our Twisted Tales theme by creating our own
'Wanted' posters for the Big Bad Wolf and decided whether or not we believe his version of
the story. In Geography the pupils have worked hard looking at our location in the World, using
maps and atlas's to locate to find where we live. Keep up the hard work Class France! 
Spain
The students have had another productive week in Spain class. In English, they have been
working hard at writing in full sentences and have enjoyed learning all about the life of Martin
Luther King. In mathematics, the students have been working hard to identify 2D shapes in
both the classroom and in our outdoor learning areas.
Well done everyone for another excellent week.
Brazil
Class Brazil started the week with our weekly Judo lesson. We are really enjoying our lessons
with Danny, learning the Judo pin and how to get out of it. In Food Technology we designed
our own dips which we will make next week. In Maths we have looked at division and word
problems. We enjoyed our Geography lesson this week, looking at the school grounds and
using our senses to spot different features.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Malawi
Malawi have begun reading David Walliams' Mr Stink in English this week. We've enjoyed
thinking of all the different ways to describe how horrendously unhygienic he seems to be and
learning that appearances aren't always everything. The mention of sausages simply made
us all very hungry!
Following on with the different stories of creation, we have looked at the Big Bang Theory in
RE this week. We were fascinated by how the universe is supposed to have started out in a
bubble smaller than a pinhead and is still expanding even now! We followed this up by
designing our own planets, from the inhabitants and size to materials and signs of life!
Roll up, roll up - Malawi made their chocolate bars! From melting the chocolate, choosing our
fillings and carefully assembling the cacao creations, we had just as much fun making them
as we seem to have done eating them.
In Geography, we have been learning at how to read topographical maps and practiced our
skills by identifying different hill and mountain areas of the UK as well as finding their highest
peaks. Well done Malawi; brilliant work from everyone to summit all up!
We have again been looking at our Zones of Regulation, this week exploring how our moods
in the red and blue zones can impact on others.
Have a lovely weekend everyone!
Cape Verde
This week Cape Verde have learnt about black history and some of the significant people as
it is black history month. In computing they have worked really well using Microsoft
publisher. In science the students took part in an experiment and found out why raisins dance
in lemonade but not in water. The students have worked well creating some decorations in
their art lesson and designed some biscuits for Halloween next week. Another great week
Cape Verde.
Madagascar
Class Madagascar have been working hard to get their head around new concepts this week.
In Maths we have been working on multiplying 2 digit by 1 digit numbers using a formal written
method. In Science we have investigated the effect of cymatics. Then in English the students
have explored ethical dilemmas from the book Fantastic Mr Fox.
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Kenya
Another great week for Kenya class! We have continued to read 'James and the Giant Peach'
in English and had a go at writing our own postcards from the perspective of being on the ship
with the peach overhead! In geography we have continued to research about the Seven
Wonders of the World and had to devise s our own seven wonders of the world! In history, we
learnt about Mary Seacole and the struggles that she faced. In food tech, we have continued
with the 'peach' theme and made 'peach crumble', enjoy! The highlight of the week for Kenya
has been going to visit Warhammer store in Liverpool city centre. The children's behaviour
was exemplary and they are had a fantastic time creating a model and then playing the game!
This is a project we have been working on in art and the students have created some fantastic
figures! Well done to you all!
Botswana
Another good week in Botswana. We have started looking at division in Maths and continued
our comprehension work in English. We have also nearly completed our suitcases that we
have designed and made in DT.
Peru
We have had a wonderful week this week learning about materials in Science and
experimenting with different things. In Literacy we have been looking at the books 'Superworm'
by Julia Donaldson and Nothing by Mick 'Inkpen'. In History we have continued our learning
about old toys and in Geography we have looked at our wider community. In RE we looked at
the story of Jonah and the Whale and in Food Technology we have been able to get our own
equipment and ingredients to make sandwiches.
Seychelles Class
We have had a great week in Seychelles class in food tech we made cheese tomato pasta.
We worked in small groups we chopped the tomatoes and grated the cheese. In history we
listened to stories about soldiers that have been to war and their daily routines. We then wrote
are own diary entries "a day in the life of a solider.” In English we carried on reading the
midnight gang and created our own midnight gang. We all thought of our own gangs and
created adventures for them. In life skills we talked about different laws and the difference
between civil law and criminal law, we talked in groups and thought of laws we would like to
implement.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Miss Dallas
Katie.Dallas@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
This week we have done lots of amazing learning in class Australia. In our Employability
lesson this week, we asked the students to think carefully about themselves and what qualities
they have as a person, although this was not an easy task, the students tried really hard and
came up with lots of great qualities that any employer would be proud of.. Our students decided
they were 'determined', 'hard-working' and 'enthusiastic'. This activity also allowed students to
identify what qualities they could improve upon.
Also, in P.E., students enjoyed continuing with our circuit class as it offered lots of different
varieties of exercise, it’s fantastic to see the students' fitness levels improve each week.
Finally, during Mindfulness this week, we had a cross-curricular link with R.E. as the students
coloured in lots of Rangoli Patterns. These are usually used to help celebrate the festival of
Diwali. This was a very relaxing activity for our students and the Rangoli Patterns looked lovely
and colourful when they were finished.
Papua New Guinea
This week in PNG we have been finishing off our Alice in Wonderland topic. We used the
senses to create a written piece on our own wonderland. We also wrote a book review giving
our thoughts on the book. In History we continued studying The Black Plague, we looked at
the symptoms of it and the weird cures that were used. In Maths we created our own quizzes
and tested each other’s knowledge. In Art we created our own Keith Haring storyboards based
on a story we had read or a film we have seen. Cuppa New Guinea was again very busy and
orders were sent out in record time! Well done PNG!
Fiji
This week in Fiji Class our pupils have been working hard, in English we are coming to the
end of our topic on 'The Tell Tale Heart' and the students have been writing personal reviews
of what they liked or disliked about the story and a bit of background about the author, Edgar
Allen Poe. Our students have also been continuing some fantastic Quentin Blake style, water
colour, art work based on 'The Tell Tale Heart'. In their Mindfulness lesson this week students
were doing a calm listening task as they are still focusing on their 'senses' these sessions we
have found to be very fun and relaxing and give students a quiet calm time to connect with
themselves and each other.
In maths our students have been working on multiplying and subtracting negative numbers.
While in History we have been learning about how Hitler became popular in Germany by using
propaganda and giving persuasive, emotive speeches. Our R.E lesson this week was
discussing the scientific theory of how the universe and 'life' was created compared to the
religious belief of how God created the world and universe in 7 days.
Our students made some lovely Chinese style chicken curry and rice in Food Technology this
week, some even ate theirs before they got home. In our Living and Life Skills lesson this
week we have been discussing and doing work on safety when doing home care and cleaning
in the house and precautions you should take when using electrical items or products that
could be harmful if not used correctly.
Have a lovely weekend.
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Samoa
We’ve had a great week in Samoa!
In English we used wow words, similes and metaphors to create our own piece of horror writing
about a haunted house and a monster. It was gruesome!
In Maths we learned how to read a range of scales to measure and weigh things.
In Science we learned about how cells make energy.
In History we learned about Nazi Germany.
In Food Tech we made some very yummy Chicken Zinger burgers. We used spicy Doritos for
the crumb. Delicious!
In RE we talk about Religious Roger and Professor Pie to write about religious and scientific
arguments about how the world was created.
In Art we completed an Artist Evaluation about Quentin Blake.
We also visited Myerscough College on Friday, it was great!
Have a great weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Leaders: Mr McVerry and Miss Caddick
Anthony.McVerry@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Claire.Caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
New Zealand

What a busy week we have had this week in New Zealand! In English, we have had
heated debates on the impact social media can have on young people, collecting
research to form a persuasive argument. In Maths, we have learnt about estimation
and why it is sometimes useful to round tricky numbers to make our calculations easier
and quicker! In Employability we enjoyed watching an episode of the Apprentice and
drawing comparisons to our own enterprise skills. In lessons, we are focussing on
customer service and preparing for an interview - both of which Sir Alan Sugar sets
exceptionally high standards for! On this week’s community day we had a fantastic trip
to Liverpool One. We had an underground tour of The Old Dock which was fascinating
and we learnt lots of interesting things about the success of Liverpool One and how it
functions on a daily basis. We also welcomed a new addition to New Zealand class,
Oliver which we are all really pleased about.
Another brilliant week boys - thank you for your hard work!
Tasmania
What an amazing busy week Tasmania class have had this week. On Monday we went to visit
Myerscough College which is based at Croxteth Park. We met with one of the tutors called
Paul, who then showed all of us around the grounds that the students tend to care for during
their horticulture lessons. Paul also showed us all the different green houses and the variety
of flowers, fruits and plants that they have in gardens. He also told us an interesting fact about
the walled garden and why they have a chimney on top of them.
We also got to look at the equine centre that they have just spent 3 million pound on. The
facilities were absolutely amazing. Just a few of the animals that we got to see were: horses,
chickens, fish, sheep, rats, rabbits, raccoon dogs, reptiles and much more. You should ask
the students what other animals they saw.
They had a variety of different courses for the students to attend including tree surgery. He
explained what their students have to do and how they can get to do this course if it is
something they are interested in.
In English we have been practising comprehension and how to answer the questions using
the P.E.E technique.
We have continued to work on decimal points and place values in maths. Some of us are still
struggling to understand the tenths and hundredths place but with lots of practice and support
we will work it out.
At Greenbank we met a lovely member of staff who showed us around all of the facilities on
the college grounds. We had a look at some of the classrooms which included the kitchen/food
tech facilities, business support and what the students have to do, maths and English
classrooms, where you go for your breaks and then they showed us the massive sports hall.
We also got to have a look at the salon. They informed us that they have customers that can
go at least once a week. On Friday, some of our students met with our job coach to discuss
about work placements which will be arranged for them. They will see what it is like and if they
enjoy it. We have lots of exciting opportunities that will be coming up for the students over the
coming months.
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Job Coach
Ms Claire Caddick, Job Coach
E: Claire.caddick@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week began with by attending the fire cadets and I thoroughly enjoyed it! I observed
parade and the roles within the parade such as right marks man. The student’s memory recall
for activities within fire cadets was impressive and they have only attended a few sessions to
date. I am looking forward to seeing what knowledge they can recall by the end of the year.
On Thursday, I attended the Fire Cadets research group which was facilitated by Alan Penton
and Miss Grimshaw. This research group will be completing some ground breaking work which
will hopefully change the accessibility and experience of Autistic people in youth uniformed
services. We are looking forward to meeting and training the youth federation in Birmingham
in November.
On Wednesday the Leadership team and I attended a full day training on restorative practice
and it was incredible. I am so excited that we are going to be embedding this throughout our
school and that at some stage, it will be student led. There was one activity in particular that
we were shown called ‘fishbowl’ which I feel like we are already informally doing on internship
when we meet on a Wednesday and do weekly reflections. Glad to see that the interns are
getting ahead of the game and that some of this practice will come naturally to them. On
Friday, Jackie and Lisa from MENCAP attended our assembly to explain about the right place
project Miss Armour is leading on which will extend work experience placements further
through the school. So far we have students completing work experience with the Bluecoat art
gallery and with fair Share. Next week we have classes out to complete work experience in
the city centre at the Lush store.
This week I have also dropped in on Aloft and Regenda interns in their places of work. I am
delighted to announce that one of our Aloft interns has beaten off competition to be nominated
for employee of the month, fingers crossed, I believe there is a very special incentive for the
winner.
Have a great weekend
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Students of the Week 7

EYFS/Key Stage One
Ireland

Ted North

Wales

Alice Mara
Key Stage Two

Portugal

Maxi Castillo Sanchez

USA

Alex Maxwell

Brazil

Jamie Morris

France

Ben Hayes

Canada

Josh Tambling

Spain

JoJo Campbell

Italy

Mikey Towolawi
Key Stage Three

Madagascar

Paul Connor

Seychelles

Githan Karthikeyanathan

Cape Verde

Isobella Carruthers

Botswana

Nick Panagopoulos

Mozambique

Troy Thomas

Malawi

Mason Young

Kenya

Francis Watkinson

Peru

William Tyman
Key Stage Four

Australia

William Hardy

Papua New Guinea

Halle Smith

Samoa

Mya Summerskill

Fiji

Henry Lin
Key Stage Five

New Zealand

Aiden Collins

Tasmania

Hao Zhen

Christmas Island

Sophie King
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Photographs from Week 7
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Head’s Weekly Newsletter

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Key Diary Dates
8

Mon 21.10.2019
Tue

21.10.19
22.10.19



Review My Plan



Greenbank College Visit – Samoa Class




09:30-12:30 CAMHS Clinic
11:30am to 1:00pm Father Willis’ Wonderful Workshops & Science
Ceilidh @ Blue Coat School Liverpool (key stage and students still to be
agreed)
Thornton College Visit – Tasmania Class
All day – Staff flu vaccinations
United Nations Day

Wed

23.10.19




Thurs

24.10.19



Fri

25.10.19
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