Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Issue 13, 4 December 2020

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter.
This week has flown by!
In fact, I am ending it whilst “juggling” a number of my own learning and professional
development activities which all appear to have accumulated on Thursday and Friday this
week.
So – I will keep my foreword very brief and to the point:
Week 13 proved to be really positive and neither number 13 nor the full moon threw any curve
balls at our plan to get ready for Christmas and embrace the festive spirit.
The school looks, feels, smells and “tastes” delicious, as the students and staff decorate every
possible corner with bling and practice various festive recipes.
I am like a child (in many ways!): I love and embrace every new season with joy and
amazement as if it were my first (or last) ever!
Christmas symbolises the start of winter for me and so, just like I smile at the first flowers in
the spring, adore the first heat of the summer and play in the leaves falling in the Autumn, at
this time of the year – I just love the low lights, the candles, the smell of pine wreaths and the
child-like excitement about the togetherness that Christmas means to me….
I do pause, though and I know I am not alone in doing so – for all those who will feel lonely or
sad this Christmas, for all those who spend it this year differently than was planned, and without
those who can’t be with them, or are no longer with us…. You are not alone. We are here for
you and here to help. Whilst we will close the school on Friday, 18 December for all staff, there
is still time for us to make a difference to those who are in need.
Do please reach out and we will reach right back….
With kindest regards and best wishes,
Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher

Abbot’s Lea Christmas Time!!!
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TOP OF THE MASK COMPETITION!
“Led by Open Culture on behalf of Public Health
Liverpool”
AND THE WINNER IS……

EUAN LEE
From Abbot’s Lea School

Please use the link below to read Euan’s full story:
https://liverpoolexpress.co.uk/top-of-the-mask-face-covering-competition-winnersannounced/?fbclid=IwAR0nQt_dGhD2sT3PbBsmxEZXVBgvqGbf9i9PxlEcH3XNk3Ymywf-fSKrtPk
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Key Diary Dates – Term 2

November 2020

Christmas Card competition – this has already started!

Tuesday, 1 December 2020

Christmas decorations have gone up in the classrooms

Monday, 7 December 2020

Students will be sending hand-made Christmas cards to
local care homes. The Christmas card design will be
tailored to help our students with their learning.

Tuesday, 8 December 2020

Christmas creation day! All classrooms will turn into
creation Bubbles as we make pre-ordered gifts for our
families and other great creations!

Friday, 11 December 2020

Our very own original Christmas song will be previewed
live in assembly. (It will then be made available on social
media and on our school website)
Our original Christmas Jumper/Accessory Day was
calendared for Monday 14 December. However, as the
National Christmas Jumper Day is Friday 11 December –
we are going to do two!
Therefore – Christmas Jumper/Accessory Days will be
11 and 14 December 2020

Monday, 14 December 2020

Christmas jumper or accessory day (donation
optional)
Each Zone’s nativity production will be previewed in all
classrooms. (They will then be made available on social
media and on our school website)

Tuesday 15 December 2020

The kitchen will be preparing a Christmas tasting platter
for our students’ snacks

Wednesday 16 December
2020

The kitchen will be preparing a Christmas lunch for our
students

Thursday 17 December 2020

Christmas film and treats afternoon

Friday 18 December 2020

Pre-ordered gifts made by our students will be sent home
for our families (we will ensure that they have been
quarantined first)

Please note that the school closes early
on Friday, 18 December 2020 at 1pm
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Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher
E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Families
This week I am delighted this week to announce our Eco-committee members. These students
will be working hard to support the school in our mission to be as environmentally friendly as
possible. Thank you to Mrs Roberts and Mrs Orme for leading the group.
Our members this year are:
Olivia from USA
Alfie from USA
Jay Jay from Spain
Anthony from Samoa
Paul from Papua New Guinea
Finley from Brazil
David from Mozambique
Jake from Fiji
Ruben from Cape Verde
Catilin from Papua New Guinea
Whilst I know the school (and the environment!) will benefit from the students’ hard work, I
hope that the process proves to be beneficial for them, as our students continue to develop
their leadership skills. Many thanks in advance for all the hard work I know our fantastic ecomembers will put in.
Today is the closing date for our application to be a KS4/5 Buddy. I will announce the
successful candidates in next week’s article.
With warmest wishes for the week ahead
Mrs Tobin
Mrs E Tobin
Deputy Headteacher
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Head of Autism Research & Development
Miss Sara Muršić, Head of Autism Research & Development
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Families, Partners and Friends of Abbot’s Lea School
We have two more weeks of school this term, our classrooms are looking festive while our little
elves are busy with crafting gifts and cards, singing songs and learning about international
traditions. For many, this is the best time of year, but holidays are about the community and
making sure every child and every person is safe and happy.
I would like to share my advice on how to have an autism-friendly holiday season.
Autism-Friendly Holiday Season (Part 1 - Decorations)
Unlike any other year, 2020 has brought more structure and control in terms of crowdedness,
which will suit most autistic people. However, many other elements, like loud music, bright
colourful lights and decorations could still create an additional sensory load.
To avoid sensory overload, it is important to
decorate gradually. Avoid putting up the
decorations when your child is sleeping – if
possible, get them involved. Try to introduce
changes into their environment one at the time,
starting with the Christmas lights for (supervised)
sensory play.
If your child is feeling anxious with Christmas lights
and decorations, designate one room in the house
(perhaps your child's room) as a decoration-free
zone. That way the room becomes a 'safe place' Image source: Miriam Gwynne (twitter
@GwynneMiriam) started a fun initiative under
when decorations or changes are too much. a hashtag #AutismAwarenessElf
Alternatively, you can focus on digital decoration
this year and set up holiday-themed screen saver on your computer or television. That way
you will be able to stay in full control of sensory load in your home.
The last piece of advice is about new and intense perfumes. Often mentioned as one of the
sensory triggers around holiday time is introduction of many new and intense smells in the
familiar environment. Pick decorations which do not have added scent and ask your visitors to
be gentle with perfumes.
Enjoy the holiday season!
Ms Sara Muršić
Head of Autism Research and Development
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School Business Support
Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR
E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

This week we acknowledge National Grief Awareness Week, which aims to try to normalise grief and to
get people talking about this typically uncomfortable subject. This annual event is driven by The Good
Grief Trust,, a national charity that brings all UK bereavement services and support under one central
database and to acknowledge grief and provide reassurance and support.
With over 600,000 deaths in the UK every year, at some time in our lives, all of us will be affected by
grief and one of us know how we will react to the death of someone close until it happens.
For further information and signposting to information and services, please visit www.thegoodgrieftrust.org The site has information about specific types of bereavement and
geographical location of services and is very helpful.
Today we say goodbye for now to Mrs Ashton-Burrows who is going on maternity leave from today. Best
wishes from all of the team at Abbot's Lea.
We are currently recruiting for Teaching Assistants to join our amazing team. If you know anyone who
is interested in a challenging yet rewarding role please direct them to our website http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/teaching-assistant/
We would like to welcome some new colleagues who have joined us temporarily to support our classes.
Welcome to Miss Lea who is supporting USA Class, Miss Curran who is supporting Peru Class and
Miss Jones who is supporting New Zealand Class.

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations
E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Really positive meeting this week with our Head of HR, Mrs Griffiths, to scope out the pilot training
session of Understanding Mental Health for staff. This will involve 12 members of staff from all different
job roles looking at a different mental health area each week to gain greater knowledge and
understanding, challenge any previous perceptions and develop confidence to support colleagues if and
when the need arises.
The aim is to make the sessions as interactive as possible and to ultimately provide support right the
way across the school. I really would like all staff, students and parents to be able to access this training
going forward.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Miss O’Neill
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Ireland
Ireland class has been very busy this week. We have been getting into the Christmas spirit
decorating our class tree, making some Christmas crafts and enjoying learning Christmas
songs. Our class song this year is “away in a manger”.
During P.E this week we completed a sensory circuit we all loved dancing following directions
and copying our friends along with climbing through our new big colourful tunnel. In science
we made colour changing experiments using food colouring, baking soda and vinegar.
Outside in our garden area we have been enjoying making marks using chalk, riding our trikes
and scooters and completing construction work with our wooden blocks, tools, wheelbarrow
and tyres.
Have a great weekend.
Wales
Class Wales have had an exciting week! It is the start of Advent and we have had a special
visitor sent from Father Christmas, Elfin the Elf! Elfin has brought us some amazing activities
from the North Pole such as decorations to decorate our Christmas tree, a gingerbread house
to build and decorate and an advent calendar full of delicious chocolates for us to open each
day. We also had another special virtual visitor, Chatta Chris! Chris completed a Chatta activity
with us and we recalled Chris' Elf's day. We had a great afternoon. In English, we read the
book Brown Bear, Brown Bear. We looked at the adjectives within the book and then created
our own adjectives for our brown bear teddy. In Science, we made our own growing books.
We ordered our pictures from the different stages of our lives. In Geography, we explored
Google Maps. We found familiar locations around our local area. In Maths, we solved addition
number sentence problems and some of us also used column addition to help us add 2 twodigit numbers together!
We have had an amazing week in Wales Class and had had some spectacular visitors!
We hope you have a lovely weekend,
Wales Class Team 🎄
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Italy
This week has been another busy week in Italy class. We have been using Chatta to create
our own dinosaur fact file, learning about what animals eat in science and writing our own
names using Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. Well done for a fantastic week Italy!
Portugal
Portugal class had another great week! In Science, we finished painting our dinosaur fossils
and in Maths, we have been practising our number sentences with subtractions. In English,
we have been looking at some of John Lewis's adverts, discussed about them and joined in
different activities. One of them was to write a letter to the 'Man on the Moon' who was feeling
lonely during Christmas time. Our class is filled with the Christmas spirit since we decorated
our Christmas tree and our elf, Gary has arrived too! Portugal class have done really well this
week and we are looking forward to another week filled with amazing activities. Have a lovely
weekend and remember to stay safe!'
France
We have had a lovely week in class France. For our non-fiction English topic the students have
worked hard creating their own dinosaur fact-files using Chatta. As part of our Science topic,
the students enjoyed sorting animals into their groups in our sensory circuit lesson. For History,
we have continued our Ancient Egypt work and have been imaging what it would have been
like to discover Tutankhamun's tomb. Keep up the hard work class France!'
Canada
This week in Canada class, we welcomed Debbie Junior our class elf! She has filled our
mornings with lots of laughs and surprises.
In our new English topic we looked at Poems based on our senses, in Maths we have been
doing some Christmas work books, practicing our counting, addition, subtraction and
measurement skills.
We have been making our Egyptian coffin masks in DT.
USA
USA have been focusing on Ancient Egypt so we have started to make our own Egyptian
necklaces using paper plates. We cannot wait to show you them when they are completed.
We have written letters to care homes to wish them a Happy Christmas, which will be emailed
when they are completed. In Science, we have learnt about how many types of teeth we have
and what the function of each one is. We could not believe how many different types of teeth
there are. During English, we have looked at real news, fake news and how we can tell the
difference. As a class, we then wrote our own fake news story. USA had some brilliant ideas
and showed what amazing imaginations they have. Well done USA. You never fail to amaze
us!
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Spain
Spain Class have been learning about advent and where the wreath originated from and what
each of the candles mean. The class also used Numicon this week in their maths lesson and
all students fully engaged in the activity. The class have started thinking about Christmas,
decorating the class and creating their addition to the Christmas song.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Brazil
This week has been another busy week of learning in Brazil class. We have continued to read
the No.1 Car Spotter in English, with the students approaching the end of the book. In Maths
we have focussed on negative numbers this week, we completed a range of different number
lines with negative numbers on and worked in groups to play a snakes and ladders game
including negative numbers. In Food Technology we made pitta pizzas and discussed how
these are a healthier alternative to a regular pizza, it was great to see the students developing
their food preparation skills. In Life Skills we practised sorting laundry items into categories
and putting them in the washing machine, a great life skill to develop! It has been a great week
in Brazil and we are very much looking forward to another fun week next week. Please
remember it is Christmas jumper/accessory day on Friday 11 and 14 December.
Peru
This week Peru class have been making stir-fry in food technology. Writing out the list of
instructions and ingredients, they would be putting in their stir-fry and the order in which they
are cooked. English we finished our story 'Number One Car Spotter' and wrote informal letters
to a character in the story. Maths we have been exploring negative numbers and counting up
and down using them. Physical education we had our Liverpool football coach’s session
developing speed and pace then played a football match. Computing we designed Christmas
cards for vulnerable people in care homes and in the local community. Music we recorded our
Christmas song for our virtual nativity. Have a lovely restful weekend see you all next week.
Mozambique
This week in Mozambique, we had the chance to have a virtual lesson with Chris Williams to
learn all about Chatta. We worked with Chris to find facts out about Africa and create a
storyboard using images and voiceovers. We used this new knowledge to create a storyboard
on Chatta about the women behind NASA.
We have been working extra hard this week on group work and ensuring we all take turns, we
demonstrated this by working as a class to write a Christmas rap as well as playing group
games during social time and life skills. Mozambique have created some wonderful Christmas
cards, which we are going to send to some care homes.
Botswana
This week in Botswana we have enjoyed sharing our news and working in groups to make the
strongest bridge out of Lego. We have made lots of lovely Christmas art and enjoyed learning
a rap in music - including beat boxing. We have also enjoyed using laptops to research how
other countries celebrate advent. We hope you have all have a lovely and restful weekend.
Botswana class 
Madagascar
This week students in Madagascar have been busy recreating the work of Dekonga a famous
African artist. Students produced some wonderful, colourful creations. In Maths, students
perfected their skills when calculating negative numbers and in English, in addition to
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continuing to read the Butterfly Lion, students have been practicing their dictionary skills
looking up the definitions of words.
As part of RE and Music lessons students are writing and choosing a backing track for a
Christmas rap based around the story of the birth of Jesus. Well done everyone.
Kenya
This week in Kenya class, we have been very busy. We did more dancing in PE, which we
really enjoyed. To celebrate the 1st of December, we learned all about the different ways
Christmas could be celebrated around the world and how these celebrations have changed
over time. In Music, we continued our unit on Africa. We played the djembe drums again and
used slap, tone and bass to create our own four-beat tunes. We then devised our own lyrics
for the KS3 Christmas rap!
In food tech, we made rice crispy cakes and decorated them with marshmallows to make them
look like snowmen! We have played lots’ of great French games and researched Nigeria.
Seychelles
This week in Seychelles class, we have had a great week! In our food tech lesson this week
we made fruit couscous and all spent time cutting different ingredients such as, kiwi, peppers,
tomatoes, spring onions and lots more! Everyone did so well and used the knives safely and
appropriately, we really enjoyed tasting what they had made too. We have also spent time
creating Christmas cards to send to different care homes and everyone discussed how nice it
will be for the people to receive a Christmas card. In our Music lesson, we have been creating
our Christmas nativity rap, which everyone contributed too and spent time playing the drums
creating different rhythms and beats! We have all really enjoyed yoga this week learning lots
of new postures.
Fiji
Fiji class have had the BEST week. It is officially Christmas in class Fiji and our tree is up. We
had a wonderful morning ensuring our class looked as festive as possible. Students made
Christmas treats, played Christmas themed games and helped put the tree up. We made a
time-lapse which we are hoping to share on the KS3 twitter account for all our parents to see!
Students have also finished the topic place value in Maths. We will now move onto positive
and negative numbers. We have continued with the theme Africa and begun reading a new
book "The Butterfly Lion". Students have engaged well and taken turns to read aloud to their
classmates. The students have then taken part in some read and respond activities and we
have assessed their understanding of the story so far. Everyone is doing really well and making
steady progress. We have all been practicing writing in full sentences. We have challenged
the students to answer questions verbally and then write down their answers. Using this
modelling technique, the students were much more confident in their written work. Overall a
fantastic week in class Fiji. Enjoy your weekend... you have definitely earned it!
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Cape Verde
This week we have started to decorate our class for Christmas. We have been discussing
advent and enjoying opening our advent calendars each morning. We have built on our lifeskills
making healthy banana smoothies and assembling and problem solving with a remote control
work. In science, we carried learned more about irreversible changes and used hama beads
to create video game characters. Once we had created our designs, Mrs Leyland applied heat
to the plastic beads. They melted and solidified into figures we could use. We are looking
forward to more Christmas themed activities over the next few weeks

Page 13 of 23

Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 4
Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Portugal Class
Australia
It has been a good solid week of learning for Class Australia. As a Class, we enjoyed learning
about what good customer service looks like and looking at some very funny bad examples.
In Life Skills, we were very engaged doing the practical tasks of hanging out the washing on a
washing line, folding clothes/sheets and putting shirts on hangers. In Maths this week, we have
been working on using the grid method for long multiplication and challenging ourselves trying
to work through real life examples. Wishing you all a good weekend Class Australia.
Samoa
This week Samoa class have been doing super work. The pupils were disappointed when our
Christmas tree did not turn up for the class but we were so lucky enough to decorate the big
tree that went up outside the PE hall in the main school building. The class have shown great
team effort and Christmas spirit putting up the tree. Thankyou Mrs Tobin for selecting Samoa
Class for this task.
During math's, the pupils were looking at fractions, percentages and decimals. This is in
preparation for the project 35 buying a car. The pupils produced some amazing work to a high
standard. Very impressed. Linked to this, we also looked at car finance, which all staff are
immensely proud of the class for, amazing effort.
We looked at newspaper articles in English. The class had to guess which fairy tale character
the news headline was linked to. The class understood all the components that a newspaper
has.
The class filled out their own CV's for the employability lesson. Each student was amazing at
filling out what skills and responsibilities each of them had. They linked their class jobs to the
responsibilities on their CV's.
The class had lots of Christmas fun filming our section for the Christmas song. We learnt
Makaton instead of singing and we hope everyone enjoys our contribution.
Well done all for participating
We have had a very good week Samoa. 2 more weeks until Christmas!!!!
Love Samoa Class Team 🙂
Papua New Guinea
We have started our Christmas festivities this week in PNG. As a class, we have put up some
decorations and we have recorded our section of the school's Christmas song- it sounds great!
As well as getting in the spirit, students have also been working really hard in other subjects.
We had another visit from LFC who came in to talk to us about how we can make a difference
in the community we live in and this was paired with some social action activities. Students
really engaged with this visit and felt inspired by the visit.
In English, we have continued reading The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, which students are still
really enjoying. We have also looked in depth at persuasive writing techniques, in particular
analysing complaint letters. This tied in with our project 35 curriculum and students had a go
at writing a letter, to complain about a car they had just bought that was faulty. They all worked
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really hard at this and the letters were very persuasive indeed! Rest assured; our students will
be well equipped if they ever need to make a complaint in the future.
Well done PNG and have a lovely weekend.
New Zealand
New Zealand have focused on their SPaG this week (spelling, punctuation and grammar) and
have been using apostrophes in their writing. Excellent work! Car safety has also been on our
agenda and we have been surprised, by how car safety has developed over the last 50 years.
The football game in PE was exciting to watch, well done all those who took part.
Tasmania
This week in Tasmania class, we have enjoyed getting stuck in with our Christmas curriculum.
We have made some Christmas cards to our "Dear Friends" at a couple of local care homes.
We will email the cards to the residents to spread some Christmas cheer. We have also created
a Christmas banner for our school Christmas song video. We may have also recorded our line
in the song so listen out for our dulcet tones! Well done Tasmania class.
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Key Stage News and Updates
Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Christmas Island
Well done everyone for a great week's work. We have carried on with our time work in maths,
made an online safety leaflet in ICT and have been working on non-chronological writing in
English. We finished our online work with Catch-22 thinking about social action and how we
can make a difference. This was a brilliant opportunity and we have developed our confidence
and social skills as well as having fun.
Those students who have been off site have worked really hard and been excellent
ambassadors for Abbot's Lea School as usual. We are so proud of you all.
In school our afternoons have been taken up with our garden project and practising our nativity
play. Great team work everyone!
Enjoy a great and safe weekend.
Malawi
This week Malawi class have completed their final session with Catch 22. They took part in
activities around fundraising and social action. The students’ have very much enjoyed their
sessions and are going to miss the Catch 22 team! We continued with academic lessons in
English, looking at following instructions and started division in Maths. The class have started
their preparations for Christmas. We have put up our classroom decorations and are now
deciding on Christmas crafts! All very exciting! A great week Malawi 
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Data Protection Lead
Mrs Kim Adair
E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

TIPS FOR A DATA SECURE FESTIVE SEASON
Make sure you leave a clean desk behind before leaving for the holidays,
ensuring any confidential information is safely secured, or destroyed to
stop it falling into the wrong hands.
Store away electronic devices such as laptops and mobile phones.
Leaving these devices exposed on desks can lead to a potentially
damaging data breach.
If you are working from home over the festive period, password protect
laptops and tablets to safeguard any information stored on them.
Start thinking about those New Year’s Resolutions. Keep your paperwork
under control, secure and reduce the risk of an information security
breach.
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Happy Birthday!

Sonny for the 5 December
Tunji for the 6 December
Thomas for the 9 December

We wish you all a Wonderful Birthday and have fun!
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Students of the Week
Rhys
Layal

Early Years and Key Stage One
for joining in with activities
for being in every day this week!

Spain
Cape Verde
Tasmania

Matthew
Andy
Joshua

for doing great work in Maths
for excellent drama
for creating a fantastic "obscure Christmas" banner

Italy
Portugal
France
Canada
USA

Scarlett
Sidiki
Jamal
Jonny
Jamie

for trying new foods
for always doing well in lessons!
for creating a fantastic dinosaur fact-file!
for having a great week and making fantastic choices
for continual hard work

Ireland
Wales

Brazil
Peru
Mozambique
Botswana
Madagascar
Kenya

Seychelles
Fiji

Australia
Papua New
Guines
New Zealand
Samoa

Malawi
Christmas
Island

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’

Key Stage Three
Immy
for always having a positive attitude and attempting his
activities to the best of his ability
Achille
for being such a good friend, positive role model
Abbie
for using her strategies to self-regulate in order to stay in the
green zone
Jack
for working well with his peers when using Lego and being a
kind friend
Cyrus
for working hard in Music
Lexie
for working hard all week and has been so helpful to both the
other students and the staff. We could not do snack time without
her!
Leighton for regulating himself and communicating better with friends
Lucas
for working really hard all week and being very kind, caring
and considerate to his fellow class mates. Lucas has helped
giving out resources, collected in worksheets and supported
students when they have needed it. Well done Lucas.
Key Stage Four
Spencer for always being a polite and hardworking member of Class
Australia
Halle
for being in school all week and working hard in her new class
Ciaran
Alfie

Tom
Brendan

for his hard work and completing his online maths
assessments. Well done!
for using excellent communication skills when talking to other
pupils
for having a really positive attitude this week
for great effort learning his lines for the nativity play and songs
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Week 13 Photos
Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’
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