
Art and Design Technology 

Term and Topic Coverage Example enrichment 
opportunities 

LKS2 (a) Term 1 
 
(Mark Making) 

In this topic Students will begin by listening to the story ‘The Dot’ by Peter H. Reynolds, 
learning how the smallest mark like Vashti’s dot, can be a piece of art. Students will then be 
guided through how to hold a pencil correctly before practising drawing a range of different 
lines. Each week the students will learn how to use pencils, wax crayons and watercolours, 
they will create rubbings to show and describe different textures. Students will study the work 
of Paul Klee and use the techniques they have learnt to produce a piece of art inspired by 
his work. 
 

Going on a forest hunt 
to find materials to 
make marks with. 

LKS2 (a) Term 3 
 
(Self Portraits) 

In this topic Students will learn about the difference between portraits and self-portraits. 
They will discuss and evaluate different existing works of art including some by Matisse, 
Kahlo, Rembrandt, Van Gogh and others. Students will focus on collage as a medium to 
create self-portraits in. Students will explore their features closely in this topic, looking at 
the shape of each feature, and the position on the face. They will also discuss why people 
create self-portraits, what they want to portray, and how they might do this using colour, 
poses or even objects. Students then sketch and paint their own portrait. Alternatively, the 
students can create a silhouette profile portrait that reflects aspects of themselves. Moving 
on, students will learn how sculptures can also be a form of portrait, and will look at 
examples made from wood, stone and metal. After exploring some different clay-work skills 
and building their confidence in this medium, students will create a self-portrait from clay. 
 

Visit Tate Liverpool to 
view their range of 
portraits and 
sculptures in the 
gallery. 

LKS2 (a) Term 5 
 
(Andy Goldsworthy) 
 
 

Students will be introduced to the work of Andy Goldsworthy. They will think about and 
describe the colours, shapes, patterns and materials he uses within his works of art. The 
students will have fun exploring different materials and making their own patterns. 
Students will recap materials and shapes used in Andy Goldsworthy’s work. They will 
create their own works of art and pathways using natural materials and think of language 
to use to describe them. 
 
Students will learn about Andy Goldsworthy using curves, circles and spirals in his works 
of art. They will enjoy exciting activities to recreate some of the works of art either through 
collage or paint and pastels. Students will be challenged to mould different works of art by 

Visit a forest and 
create environmental 
art with the natural 
materials found. 



Andy Goldsworthy using clay using skills they have previously learnt. They will also have 
opportunities to recreate his works of art by selecting the appropriate materials to use. 
Students to learn about Andy Goldsworthy’s reflective works of art. They will think about 
and describe the colours, shapes, patterns and materials he uses to create his art. The 
students will explore creating their own works of art using mirrors and natural construction 
materials or by using water. 
 

LKS2 (b) Term 1 
 
(Colour creations) 

This term students will explore and find different colours. They will be challenged to 
express their views on their favourite colour and represent this in objects that are of the 
same colour. Students will learn about and identify the primary colours. They will explore 
works of art by artists that use primary colours, such as Piet Mondrian, and create their 
own versions in this artistic style. 
  
In this topic students will explore mixing the primary colours together to create a secondary 
colour. They will learn about colour wheels and how to create different shades of one 
secondary colour. Students will learn about creating light and dark shades of a colour. 
They will then use these techniques to create their own artwork using one colour but 
different shade variations. Students will learn about the artist Wassily Kandinsky and 
explore his different works of art. They will then create their own interpretations influence 
by Kandinsky’s style. 
 

Combine science and 
art to create colourful 
explosions combing 
primary colours and 
watching them erupt 
into the secondary 
colour. 

LKS2 (b) Term 3 
 
(Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo) 
 

In this topic students will explore and learn about Arcimboldo’s paintings and self-portraits. 
They will think about how his style changed and developed by completing fact sheets, as 
well as create their own self-portraits influenced by Arcimboldo’s style.  
Students will explore and learn about Arcimboldo’s Four Seasons paintings.  
 
They will think about what fruits and vegetables have been used to represent each season 
before recreating their own season picture using real fruits and vegetables. Students will 
explore and learn about Arcimboldo’s four elements paintings. They will think about what 
items have been used to represent each element before recreating their own elements 
picture using items provided. The students shall also enjoy making element portrait 
collages.  
 

A trip to a fruit market 
or shop to select fruit 
and vegetables they 
would like to use in 
their art, then finished 
the students can make 
a fruit salad. 



Students will focus on Arcimbolo’s Flora painting and the flowers used to represent 
different facial features. They will discuss the flowers that have been provided before using 
them to create their own portrait in the style of Arcimbolo.  
 
Students will explore Arcimboldo’s Earth, Water, Air and The Cook paintings, and decide 
what they have in common. They will create animal pictures through sketching and oil 
paints or pastels. Students will move on to explore Arcimboldo’s The Jurist and The  
Librarian paintings and the symbolic items used in them. They will evaluate everything they 
have learnt about Arcimboldo before recreating their own selfportrait using items that are 
important to them or may represent them. 
 

LKS2 (b) Term 5 
 
(Super Sculptures) 

This term students will look at Anthony Gormley's sculptures, then either make 
mannequins and pose them, or use found materials to create 'human' sculptures. Students 
will look at Henry Moore's sculptures, then either make Moore-inspired clay sculptures, or 
work together to make a whole-class work of art featuring human silhouettes. 
 
Students will look at sculptures by Barbara Hepworth and Anish Kapoor, then look at the 
structure of some natural objects. Following this, they will explore large, sculptural spaces 
made using large sheets or tarpaulins. Students will look at kinetic sculptures by Alexander  
Calder, then choose to make mobile sculptures or windpowered spinning sculptures. 
Students will look at sculptures by Dale Chihuly, then create Chihuly-inspired sculptures 
using clear recycled plastic containers, paints, marker pens and other clear/shiny art 
materials or found objects. 
 

A trip to Crosby beach 
to view Gormley’s 
sculptures first hand, 
taking pictures and 
collecting natural 
found materials to use 
in their own creative 
process. 

UKS2 (a) Term 1  
 
(Paper Art) 
 

In this topic students will explore and learn about different types of paper and the ways 
paper can be used to create works of art. Students will explore and learn about different 
types of collages. They will then create their own collages using paper and have an 
opportunity to create a class collage inspired by their individual personalities. Students will 
explore and describe what tissue paper is. They will learn about stained glass windows 
and re-create their own version of a stained glass window using tissue paper. Students will 
describe and discuss what beads are and what they are used for. They will learn how to 
make beads using paper and can enjoy creating bracelets or key rings with their hand-
made paper beads.  
 

Students to make their 
own home made 
paper using paper 
making techniques 
 
Students to visit a 
Church to view the 
size and range of 
stained glass windows 
first hand. 



Moving on students will be encouraged to describe and discuss what papier mâché is and 
how it can be used. They will have fun creating their own papier mâché sculptures using 
recycled materials. Students will be looking at famous sculptors and discussing their works 
of art. They will learn about different ways to manipulate paper and then use these skills to 
make their own paper sculpture. 
 

UKS2 (a) Term 3 
 
(Animal Art) 

In this topic students will learn about lots of different animals, their home countries and 
create animal inspired art using a range of materials and resources. Students will start by 
looking at the shapes and colours of a variety of British (European) animals. Students will 
use visual clues to identify a variety of African animals before discussing the patterns, 
shapes and colours of these animals.  
 
Students will explore some animals commonly found in Asia. They will then find out about 
the Jaipur Elephant Festival, using photos to identify patterns and colours the elephants 
are decorated with. Students are then challenged to create their own patterned elephant, 
either on paper or on clay.  
 
Students will learn about some animals commonly found in Australia, as well discussing  
some examples of Aboriginal animal art. Students will then have the opportunity to create 
their own Aboriginal animal dot art either on paper or on a terracotta pot.  
Moving on, students will be challenged to identify and describe some animals from the 
South American rainforests and to make a snake coil mobile. 
 
Students will look at animal symbolism in native American culture. They can then choose 
an animal or animals that they think best reflect their personality to use as the basis for 
some totem pole artwork. 
  
Students will identify some basic features of  
Antarctica before looking at some of the plants and animals that live there. They will look at 
photos of Antarctica to see which animals and colours they can see. They will then paint 
an Antarctic animal scene with the skill focus on mixing shades of blue paint. 
 

A trip to the zoo to 
view many different 
species of animals. 



UKS2 (a) Term 5 
 
(African Art) 

In this topic students will locate Africa on a world map and will explore the landscapes 
across the continent. Students will describe the colours, shapes and patterns found in 
different African landscapes remembering some information from their previous topic. 
They will explore patterns and colours in the fabric African people wear.  Students will 
explore the jewellery and culture of the Massai warriors. They will learn about Massai 
jewellery and describe the colours and patterns within different pieces. They will design 
and make their own Massai jewellery.  
 
Students will describe and learn about African masks and their importance to African 
tribes. They will begin to understand masks have different features that need to be made 
separately. Students will use templates and images to make their own African mask. 
Students will look at and describe the colours and blends in African sunset images. They 
will learn that many artists like to capture the beauty of sunsets and sunrises. Students will 
make silhouettes and use paint to create their own African sunset pictures. Students will 
begin to understand how scarce water is in Africa and how African people collect water.  
Students will work with clay to make African water jars. They will also use clay off-cuts to 
add extra features to their water jars. 
 

Students will make 3D 
masks and display 
them in an exhibition 
in school. 

UKS2 (b) Term 1 
 
(Earth Art) 

In this topic students will learn that different cultures painted images on rocks to tell stories. 
They will see examples of modern rock painting and will make their own pet rocks.  
Students will explore what sculptures are and will look at sculptures created from natural 
materials.  
 
They will learn the names of famous artists who use sticks and twigs to make sculptures. 
They will use collected sticks and twigs to make their own sculptures.   
 
Students will explore Rangoli patterns made from flowers and leaves. They will learn how 
to work with leaves found in the garden to make leaf animal pictures. They will use their 
fine motor skills to work carefully with fragile materials. Students will explore the ancient art 
of loom weaving and how it is done. They will begin to understand how weaving works and 
that many fabrics they wear are woven. Students will use natural materials to make a loom 
frame and create their own weave.  
 
Students will learn about the Indian mandala and why it is important to the Indian culture. 
They will look at mandala patterns and explore symmetrical designs. Students will use 

 Create large Rangoli 
chalk art on the play 
round for all to see 
 
Paint rocks and hide 
them in the local park 
for others to find 



templates and colouring tools to create their own mandalas. Students will explore the 
collage technique and the types of materials people use to make them.  
Students will collect their own materials from nature and follow steps to create their own 
collage of a particular scene. 

UKS2 (b) Term 3 
 
(Henri 
Rousseau ) 

Students to learn about the life and explore works by Henri Rousseau. They will create fact 
booklets or create posters to explain to others the life of Rousseau. Students to learn that 
Rousseau was a self trained painter and never went to a jungle, instead he studied plants 
in the botanical gardens in Paris. Students will enjoy exploring real plants and flowers 
using a skills poster to develop their sketching skills. Students to explore famous portraits 
and landscapes. They will learn that Rousseau claims to have invented a new genre of 
‘Portrait-Landscapes’. Students to create their own Portrait-Landscape picture.  
Students to explore animals in Rousseau’s paintings, in particular the pouncing animals. 
They will then design animal masks in the style of his works. Students to evaluate all they 
have learnt about Henri Rousseau. They will discuss some of Rousseau’s paintings and 
the use of his imagination. The students will be challenged to imagine a place they’ve 
never been to before, re-create it in the style of Rousseau and include a portrait of 
themselves within the picture. 
 

Trip to Sefton park 
Palm House to view 
the exotic plants, 
make first hand 
sketches and take 
photos for project 
inspiration. 

UKS2 (b) Term 5 
 
(Aboriginal art) 

Students will be introduced to the technique of  cross-hatching. They will use line and 
colour to create pictures inspired by ‘The First Sunrise’  Indigenous Australian Dreamtime 
story. Students will listen to and record the Aboriginal Dreamtime story ‘How the Kangaroo 
got her Pouch’ using symbols. Students will explore the naturalistic style of Australian 
Aboriginal art, before using it to create paintings of fish inspired by the Dreamtime story 
‘The First Barramundi’.  
Students will be introduced to the Indigenous Australian dot style of painting. They will use 
a range of colours to create paintings inspired by ‘The Rainbow Serpent’ Dreamtime story.  
Students will recap all the techniques they have used so far before decorating a 
boomerang in the style of their choice. Students will make then decorate working rain 
sticks in an Australian Aboriginal style. They will make decisions on which techniques and 
designs they would like to use on their rain stick.   
 

 



KS3 (a) Term 1 
 
(Famous buildings) 

This term students will be given a general overview of the role of an architect, before 
exploring a range of famous buildings from around the world. They will discuss which 
building they think looks best and why, and think about why their opinions may differ. 
 
Students will find out who Sir Christopher Wren was and discover his role as an architect. 
They will look in detail at the architecture and design of St Paul’s Cathedral. They can then 
either complete a drawing of the cathedral, which has details missing, or sketch various 
features of the cathedral. Students will explore the history, design and features of St Basil’s 
Cathedral in Russia. They will study pictures of the cathedral before looking at different 
methods and techniques they can use to recreate the cathedral in their own artwork.  
Students will identify lines of symmetry in the Taj Mahal and explore some of its other 
design features, including its reflection. They will use the Taj Mahal as the basis for their 
own artwork, focusing on symmetry.  
 
Students will consider how and why trends in architectural styles change over time. They 
will find out that the Sydney Opera House was designed as part of a competition before 
exploring the features of this relatively modern building. They will use the opera house as 
the inspiration for their own artwork. Students will draw on everything they have found out 
about architecture and a variety of building designs to design their own building for a 
particular purpose. Focusing on the exterior aesthetics, your class could design a building 
using their own criteria or those given to them by a ‘client’, thinking about colour, line, 
shape and features. 
 

 

KS3 (a) Term 3 
 
(Andy Warhol) 

Students will start to learn about the life, work and early techniques of Warhol. Following 
this, they may either collect, organise and annotate information about Warhol or find out 
about aspects of popular culture in the 1950s–60s. Students will learn more about Warhol, 
focussing on his blotted line technique. They may then either produce their own works of 
art using this technique, or recreate a work of art by Warhol Students will learn about 
Warhol's 'Campbell's Soup' artwork, and discuss its significance. They will then create their 
own works of art in a similar style, or inspired by Warhol's work. 
 
Students will study some of Warhol's portraits, then create their own Warhol-inspired 
portraits of celebrities who they admire. Students will study a Warhol self-portrait, then plan 
and create their own self-portraits inspired by Warhol. They may either use pencils, pens, 
paints etc., or computer software. Students will learn about the pop art movement, 

 
 
 



then create their own pop art pictures or sculptures using a range of techniques, materials 
and found objects. 

KS3 (a) Term 5 
 
(Chinese art) 

In this topic students will start by recapping what they already know about China. They will 
then be shown a variety of artworks from different periods in Chinese history to see if they 
can identify common themes, colours and techniques. They will have the chance to 
respond to different works of art, as well as being challenged to order artworks 
chronologically. 
 
Students will find out about the cultural significance of the dragon in traditional Chinese 
culture before looking at a variety of examples of dragons in Chinese art. They can then 
either follow step-by-step instructions to draw their own dragon, replicate a 
dragon from the Nine Dragons scroll or create a dragon using salt dough. 
Students will continue to think about the importance of lines and brushstrokes in Chinese 
art by looking at calligraphy.  
 
Students will find out about the history of the Terracotta Army and look at photographs to 
explore the style and features of the statues. They will then either create a terracotta 
warrior using clay or draw warriors focusing on the shading and proportions. Students will 
find out when the Ming dynasty was in power before looking at a variety of examples of 
Ming porcelain to establish common colours, patterns and themes. They can then recreate 
a Ming vase using drawing or porcelain paint. 
 

 

KS3 (b) Term 1 
 
(Seurat and 
pointillism) 
 

Students will understand the term ‘Neo Impressionism’ and identify that trends in art 
change over time. They will find out how, when and why the Pointillist movement began 
and explore some Impressionist and Pointillist paintings to compare and contrast the 
different styles. They will study a variety of Seurat’s paintings, particularly ‘A Sunday on the 
Grand Jatte’.   
Students will explore Seurat’s interest in colour and optical mixing. They will then go on to 
look at primary, secondary and tertiary colours in the colour wheel and identify pairs of 
complementary colours. They will learn to mix colours using Pointillism.  
Students will take a closer look at some of Seurat's Pointillist paintings, looking specifically 
at how he used Pointillism to create shading. The slides then show students how they can 

 



use dots to create areas of light and dark, as well as how to blend colours, before students 
are challenged to practise their shading skills independently.  
Students will understand that Pointillism was an art movement. They will identify some 
other Pointillist artists besides Seurat and examine some of their pieces, discussing what 
they feel about them. They can then either research a particular artist or recreate a famous 
piece of Pointillist artwork for themselves. Students will generate ideas for themes they 
could use before creating their own piece of Pointillism artwork. They will evaluate their 
finished pieces and say what they think and feel about them. 
 

KS3 (b) Term 3 
 
(Jewellery designers) 
 

This term students will explore jewellery from early civilisations to help them understand 
that jewellery has been around since ancient times. They will think about why different 
pieces were worn and explore what colours, designs and materials were used to create 
different pieces of jewellery. Students will be able to identify a variety of different 
gemstones and explain where they come from. They will then look at how gemstones are 
used in  
jewellery design before creating imitation gemstones of their own. They can also design 
some gemstones using abstract patterns.  
 
Students will use everything they have learnt about jewellery and jewellery design to 
design and create their own piece of jewellery for a particular person or purpose. They are 
challenged to think about which materials, tools and techniques will be best to use to 
create their piece, as well as following their plan closely. They will evaluate their finished 
jewellery and discuss their completed pieces. 
 

 

KS3 (b) Term 5 
 
(Frida Kahlo) 

Students begin the topic by studying and analysing Kahlo’s artwork. This gives them the 
opportunity to discover who she was and the kind of artwork she is famous for creating. 
They are challenged to look closely at her art and answer questions about what  
they see and feel about them, encouraging them to express their own opinions. 
The students will study Frida Kahlo’s famous self portraits and how she created them. 
They will explore the proportions of the face and how the features are drawn into a portrait 
or self portrait in relation to one another. They then use this learning to sketch a 
proportional self portrait.  
Students will use work by Kahlo and others such as Dalí and Adnams to inspire their own 
surrealist work.  Students explore how Kahlo painted important moments throughout her 
life, telling a story of how  

 



she felt during these times. They have the chance to think about why she chose to paint at 
particular moments in her life and use this to reflect on their own lives and any memories 
they would like to illustrate. 

KS3 (c) Term 1 
 
(Vincent Van Gogh) 

Students will begin to learn about the life and work of van Gogh, then experiment with 
creating lines and patterns like those seen in some of his work. Students will study van 
Gogh's 'Sunflowers' series, then explore how paints can be mixed to produce a range of 
tints of a colour as they make their own van Gogh-inspired pictures. 
 
Students will continue to study the 'Sunflowers' series, then continue to develop their 
sketching and painting techniques as they improve their own artwork from previous 
lessons. 
 
Students will study some van Gogh portraits (and self-portraits), focussing on how 
meaning is conveyed. They may then either recreate some given portraits, or create their 
own self-portraits. 
 

 

KS3 (c) Term 3 
 
(Can we change 
places?) 

In this topic students will think about how environments can affect how we think and feel. 
They will explore the role of sculptures in various locations and how they can transform the 
environment they are in. They will look at some examples of sculptures and describe what 
they think and feel about them.  
 
Students will consider how they can use the environment around them to gather ideas for a 
site specific sculpture. They will take rubbings, sketches and photos of interesting patterns, 
lines or images to use in future sculpture designs. Students will use the ideas and 
information they have gathered so far to design a sculpture for a particular site. This could 
be a region in their local area, an area they are familiar with or one of the scenes shown on 
the pictures provided. Students will focus particularly on making sure their design reflects 
the area they are designing the sculpture for.  
 
Using their designs from the previous lesson, students will create a small model 
(maquette) of their sculpture. They will look at some examples of artists who use ‘found’ 
objects to create sculptures before thinking about which objects they could use for their 
maquettes.  

 



Students will consider how they can improve their maquettes by adding papier mâché or 
Modroc to add texture and create a base for adding colour.  
Students will evaluate their finished sculptures and the sculptures of their peers through a 
variety of different activities. 

KS3 (c) Term 5 
 
(Street art) 

This term students will discuss how graffiti polarises opinion, identify distinctive features of 
graffiti art and consider where it is, and is not, appropriate to make graffiti art. They may 
then either sketch to develop designs for graffiti art, or translate given designs onto larger 
canvasses/sheets of paper. 
 
Students will discover how some forms of street art became increasingly accepted over 
time, and consider why street artists may be commissioned to create art in neglected, or 
public spaces. They may then either, through sketching, develop ideas for street art to 
improve a public space, or improve a space in school with street art. Students will identify 
meaning in pieces of satirical street art, discover how street art can be satirical, and 
consider why works of art such as these provoke strong reactions. They may then either, 
through sketching, develop ideas for a piece of satirical street art, or create a printing tile 
design that can be used to make quick, repeated patterns. Students will study and respond 
to images of stencil street art by Banksy, and consider why art in this style is also popular 
with advertisers. They will go on to learn how stencils may be created, then design and 
make their own stencils. 
 
Students will learn how to use paint and brushes to 'stipple' paint through stencil designs. 
They may then either create stencil art using stencils made during the previous lesson in 
this Complete Series, or select, cut out and arrange given stencil designs while making 
stencil street art in small groups. 

 

 


