Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Week 25
Message from the Headteacher
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter!
I am delighted with all of our students’ hard work this week and there are
so many transformations I have witnessed for myself, heard about from
colleagues and read about in the emails from families.
Ours is a highly complex school and the students are diverse, with varied
talents, abilities and also support needs. The professional challenge will
therefore always accompany our work and is an integral part of our
teaching and specialist support duties.
With that in mind, we have been working really well as a team since
November’s Ofsted inspection. Last night, we held a very important
Twilight INSET training session for all staff, allowing us to collectively
reflect on the progress made since the inspection and jointly plan the next
steps in our professional practice. We planned, talked and laughed too –
making the session a lovely occasion! I want to thank all of my colleagues
for their brilliant ideas.
Next steps in our work will be moderated by:
-

Our School Improvement Partner (SIP) – next week
Our Governing Body – at the end of the term
Halton Positive Behaviour Support Service – through a joint
working project initiated this week
The Department for Education (DfE) support programme – with
a fantastic and well-established SEND expert practitioner (more
details to follow once I am at a liberty to share their pen profile
and specialism!).
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Lastly, of course, we will also be scrutinised by Ofsted next time they
come to visit. With the team work as seen at present, I have no doubts
that we will request for this to be sooner rather than later and I am
confident that the outcome will be positive!
With the best wishes for the weekend ahead and kindest regards

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher
I have always practised an ‘open door’ policy and so I really encourage you to take advantage of this –
please contact me whenever issues arise – and whilst I have had to put a temporary stop to my open
invitation for you to just come in to say ‘hello’, I continue to welcome direct communication via my personal
email address: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Key Diary Dates
Key Diary Dates for Week 26
The key dates for Week 26
11 – 20 March
British Science Week
14 – 16 March
Year 11 Mock Exams
16 March
Young Carers Action Day
16 March
School Improvement Partner Visit
17 March
Student Council Meeting
17 March
KS3-5 “Understanding Your Brain” online course
18 March
Global Recycling Day
18 March
Comic Relief Day – own clothes day, students can wear something red and
bring a voluntary £1 donation
18 March
Drumming Sessions
18 March
Samoa Class Visit to Hugh Baird College

Current term
Term 4
28 February 2022 – students return
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm (early finish)
Easter break: 11-22 April 2022

School Year Calendar
Term Dates for School Year 2021-22 (current academic year) – Term dates 2021-22
Term Dates for School Year 2022-23 (next academic year) – Term dates 2022-23

Join the discussion and share your family moments with our teams
Facebook: Abbot’s Lea School
Twitter: @abbotsleaschool
E-mail: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Students of the Week
Students of the Week
Class
Student
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Ireland
Theo
Key Stage 2
Portugal

Oscar

France

Adam

Spain

Alex

Italy

Jan

Peru

Jack

Key Stage 3
Mozambique

Kyle

Madagascar

JoJo

USA

Andrew

Brazil

Jayden

Kenya

David

Cape Verde

Immy

Seychelles

Sean

Botswana

Hayden

Reason
For working hard and completing his SALT activities.
For working really hard all week and completing all his
work in class.
For being a kind friend.
For trying really hard to improve his writing and
engagement in all activities.
For saying the sounds in his reading book and for setting
the timer for the class.
For his amazing engagement in all lessons this week Keep it up Jack!
For being really helpful and polite in class this week.
For having a more positive week and more readily
followed instructions. Well done JoJo!
For trying really hard in Maths.
For being here every day and engaging in all activities in
class.
For being kind and respectful to those around him.
For being a fantastic friend and always looking out for
students in Cape Verde class.
For working independently in Maths.
For building strong relationships with staff and finding it
much easier to follow staff instruction.

Key Stage 4
Australia

Nicholas

Samoa

Nathan

New Zealand

Oscar

Papua New Guinea
Key Stage 5
Malawi

Paul

Christmas Island

Elliot

Fiji
Nurture Provision

Brendan

Wales

Charley

Canada
Tasmania

James
Ciaran

Joshua

For a continually high level of engagement during class
discussion.
For following all of the golden rules, being here every
day with a positive attitude, working hard and never
giving up.
For keeping us all up to date with the latest news from
around the world.
For showing a caring and supportive nature to his peers.
For superb Maths and determination to improve.
For always being consistent with work and support
within the classroom.
For trying his best in all lesson and with SALT.
For engaging in all of his activities and for independent
play.
For being welcoming of a new student.
For exceptional work in all areas of the curriculum.

Join the discussion and share your family moments with our teams
Facebook: Abbot’s Lea School
Twitter: @abbotsleaschool
E-mail: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Next Week’s Menu
Next Week’s Menu

Please, inform the school about any known allergies or dietary requirements for your child.
You can do that by sharing information with the class team or by calling the school office. Thank you
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Class News
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Ireland Class
Teacher: Miss
Hattersley

Ireland class have enjoyed learning all about the weather this week. The boys
used a Weather Machine to measure rain fall and wind speed.
Our story of the week is 'Noah's Ark' and the boys have enjoyed using our
wooden animals and ark to retell the story. Our rhyme of the week is 'One,
Two, Buckle My Shoe' and the boys have worked hard to learn all the words
during rhyme time.
The boys have also enjoyed having some social communication time to
celebrate their friends’ birthdays. They have enjoyed singing Happy Birthday
and eating some cake!

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 2
Portugal Class
Teacher: Miss
Gibney

France Class
Teacher: Miss Last

Spain Class
Teacher: Miss
Ledward
Italy Class
Teacher: Mrs
Cooney

Peru Class
Teacher: Miss
Laird

Portugal Class have been very busy this week. We have continued with
learning about money, our Maths topic. The students have worked at
counting in pounds and pence, calculating change and subtracting money. In
English, we have learnt all about pattern and rhyme. We wrote our own
“pussy cat, pussy cat” rhymes which turned out to be really funny. Finally, as
part of life skills we discussed the story of “The Lion and the Mouse.” We all
took turns to read and discuss the story and discussed the moral of the story
“kindness is never wasted.”
We've had a busy, fun-filled week in France Class. For English this term we
have been looking at stories from the same author. This week we have looked
at the Stick Man story, written by Julia Donaldson. The students have worked
hard retelling key parts of the story and writing their own Stick Man adventure.
In Maths we have continued our work on money. We have used coins to buy
items and looked at how we can use different coins to make the same
amount. For Design Technology this term we are looking at stable structures
and the materials needed to create our own toy garages. On Thursday the
students compared materials of different toy car garages and drew a plan for
their own version. They're looking forward to creating them over the coming
weeks!
Spain Class have had a brilliant week. We have practiced telling the time
during Maths, looked at stories from different cultures and recognised
different emotions during English and enjoyed practicing our fine motor skills
and identifying what makes us special during Life Skills.
Italy Class have had a wonderful week! As part of National Careers Week we
read an 'A-Z of Jobs' book in English then the class had a big think about
what they would like to be when they grow up. They have all sorts of plans
for their futures from motor bike racers to footballers and police officers. The
children were transformed into their future roles using Purple Mash Cams
and they did a fantastic job of looking closely at their pictures and painting or
drawing themselves in character. In Maths we have continued our work on
coin recognition and the introduction of a new shop in class was a big hit! The
class were encouraged to use their words to ask the shop keeper, Mrs
Cooney, how much their items were and then they had to select the right coin
to give in. Super Maths work, Italy! This week we also made our own playdough and used this in our 'Dough Disco' sessions, it was rather sticky so we
are going to try and improve on the recipe next week! Thank you for a
wonderful week Italy Class, have a lovely weekend!
Peru have had an amazing week and have worked hard in all lessons. We
started a new topic in English, looking at instructions. We are looking at
measuring length in Maths. In PE we enjoyed a game of Dodgeball. In Life
Skills this term, we are discussing puberty and the changes that happen to
our bodies. We had lots of fun in our DT lesson this week, we worked hard
to build a 3D structure of a cube using only 4 marshmallows, two sweets and
some dried spaghetti. We found this difficult but most of us managed the
challenge!

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 3
Mozambique Class
Teacher: Mr
Hodgson
Madagascar Class
Teacher: Miss
Jennings

USA Class
Teacher: Mrs Suku

Brazil Class
Teacher: Mrs
Rodway

Kenya Class
Teacher: Miss
McClintock

Cape Verde Class
Teacher: Mr Hatton

Seychelles Class
Teacher: Miss
Joyce

Another great week for Mozambique! We have continued looking at balanced
and unbalanced arguments, prompting lots of interesting discussions! We
also began our new RE topic, learning about Buddhism. We really enjoyed
PE this week when we did our athletics lesson out in the sun!
This week we have started to convert units in Maths and comparing lengths.
We have explored the outdoor play area and have discussed the current
issues arising between Ukraine and Russia. We have enjoyed researching
famous bridges around the world and presenting our finding and interesting
facts to the class. In PE we worked really hard and continued to practice our
badminton skills.
USA class have had a very busy week. We started the concept of building
bridges for DT by balancing pencils on different shapes of paper. In Maths,
we looked at place value with some pupils counting forwards, backwards and
in twos. Everyone worked very hard and kept positive throughout the lesson.
In Science, we were surprised by some caterpillars which became our
classroom pets. We will watch them grow on a daily basis and eventually
become butterflies. We also learnt how to create our own poems and wrote
some about butterflies. Well done USA class! Have a lovely weekend!
Brazil class have been learning to interpret data in Maths. We have been
answering questions about pictograms and bar charts. In English we have
started a new book called 'The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark'. We used
adjectives to describe the characters and completed some comprehension
questions about the first chapter. In French we have been learning to name
food and in Geography we have been finding out about Early Settlers. On
Thursday we went on a visit to The World Museum. Well done Brazil class
for another fantastic week.
Kenya Class have enjoyed continuing our poem 'Chocolate' by Michael
Rosen, we also looked at how chocolate is made and how we can buy
Fairtrade chocolate to help support the farmers who grow the chocolate. In
Maths we have continued learning about decimal places and rounding within
a decimal. On Tuesday, we have been learning badminton skills, this week
we focused on how to hold the racket and serve. In Design Technology we
used straws to build the best trusses. We have been celebrating National
Careers Week by researching the jobs we would like when we leave school.
This week in Cape Verde students have been focusing on fractions. We
discussed equivalent fractions and used a fraction board to help us. In DT we
have designed our own bridges and challenged ourselves to see how much
weight they can hold. In English we have started reading our new book
‘Goodnight Mr Tom’. All students have taken turns reading aloud to the class.
In Science we have been focusing on reproduction in plants and the cycles
of asexual plants. Please remember that next week (15th March) students in
Cape Verde are going swimming Tuesday-Friday.
This week in Seychelles the class have completed the following activities.
In English, the students have started to plan their own poems based around
the topic of chocolate. In Maths, the pupils have looked at place value through
number lines. And finally for Science, the class have established the

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
difference between sexual and asexual reproduction in plants.
As always, well done Seychelles for all your hard work!
Botswana Class
Teacher: Miss
Caveney

We have had a very busy week in Botswana class this week. We celebrated
International Women's Day by discussing famous women from history and
how what they achieved has affected the world we live in today. We also
started our new Life Skills topic for the term: TEAM. We discussed what
makes a good team and what we as individuals can bring to a team. We have
been looking as a class at what life was like as an evacuee during WW2. To
further investigate this, we are reading a new book this term: 'Goodnight
Mister Tom'. The students are really enjoying researching evacuees and they
are really enjoying reading the new book.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 4
Australia Class
Teacher: Mr Lyons

Samoa Class
Teacher: Miss
Gibney

New Zealand
Class
Teacher: Miss
McKenna

Papua New
Guinea Class
Teacher: Mrs
Wong

This week we are looking at shapes and their use in Maths. The class have grasped
this well. In English, the class have begun to write their own crime fiction as part of
creative writing. LFC have visited us for PE again. Our session took place in the
hall. Well done everyone, a great session had by all.
In Food Technology we made a beef and noodle stir fry, which was delicious.
This whole week, as it’s been National Careers Week, we have looked at the labour
market, jobs for the future and virtual museum tours. Please check out our
Facebook and Twitter pages for some additional pictures.
This week in Science, Samoa have been learning all about forces in action! They
have been exploring different push and pull actions, and whether these stop or start
movement. They have also been looking at friction and its effects. In our Project
lesson the class then got to design their very own theme park on a computer game,
giving their park a creative name, choosing what rides to put in and making sure all
the guests are having fun! In English the class have been identifying different types
of figurative language, such as metaphors, hyperbole and onomatopoeia, in an
extract from the world-famous book 'Oliver Twist'.
In Maths Samoa have been looking at 2D and 3D shapes, learning their names and
how to identify and count the faces, vertices and edges. In ICT the class have been
planning their own trip to London, looking at train ticket times and prices, the closest
train station to their home and also planning to book tickets to a West End show!
In Life Skills the class learned how to identify personal areas to improve on and why
this would benefit them in the future.
It was National Careers Week, so in employability the class discussed different
careers and how technology is changing the job front, through self-service
checkouts to driverless cars! In Food Technology the class made a beautiful Thai
beef noodle salad, which they loved. For our ‘Drop Everything and Read’ topic, the
class discussed whether students should have a whole month off school in
December to celebrate Christmas, imagine that! They came up with some great
points for and against the month long break.
This week we have been working on factors and ratio in Maths. We have looked at
roller coasters and their effects on our body in Project. This has also linked to
science as we discussed forces. We've also begun to design our own perfect theme
parks.
In Life Skills we were looking at appropriate behaviours in the workplace and wrote
a list of rules for a fictional cafe. We made a tasty teriyaki steak dish in Food
Technology on Thursday, when we also celebrated Ashley's 15th birthday!
As part of our National Careers Week, we have been planning our future and
exploring the different options for after Abbot's Lea School. We have looked at how
technology can impact on our future and our job options. Mr Fernyhough gave us a
talk on apprenticeships which made our Year 10 students think about their future.
We also visited Hugh Baird College on Friday and explored the courses they have
on offer.
This week we have been revising Maths, English and ICT for our mock exams. In
Maths, we have looked at a range of topics. We revised on percentages, averages
and algebra. In English, we have studied a 19th century poem by Oscar Wilde which
is an example of a ballad poem. In Food Technology this week, we have made Thai
beef noodles. We really enjoyed the experience of cooking a rump steak to our
chosen style.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 5
Malawi Class
Teacher: Mr
Mason
Christmas Island
Class
Teacher: Mr
Griffiths

Fiji Class
Teacher: Miss
Ham

This week we showed excellent teamwork as we followed a recipe and made
delicious strawberry cheesecakes. Additionally we made significant
improvements on linear sequences in Maths.
A very busy week in Christmas Island! We have been starting to look at the
information regarding visiting colleges, learning about application forms and
how we fill them in for further education. We have also enjoyed Food
Technology making a no-bake cheesecake. During Life Skills we have been
understanding data protection and how we protect our personal information.
Some students across Key Stage 5 have also been taking part with travel
training. It has been a great week!
Fiji Class this week have learnt about irregular plurals and made cheesecake
in Food Technology. We have been reading Alice in Wonderland. We are
currently up to chapter 6 and are excited to see what happens to Alice next.
Have a lovely weekend from everyone in Fiji Class.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).

P a g e | 12

Class News
Nurture Provision
Wales Class
Teacher: Mrs
Leyland

Canada Class
Teacher: Mr Roach

Tasmania Class
Teacher: Mr Terry

Wales Class have been celebrating British Science Week this week!
We have learnt so much about lots of amazing people like Greta Thunberg
and David Attenborough and all the incredible things they have done for the
planet.
We have also learnt about space and created our own rocket ship and made
our own astronaut costume that has been put up on the wall!
Wales Class love animals, so we have been engaging in activities all about
different habitats. We have had so much fun getting to play, using our senses
to expand our knowledge.
It has been a busy week of learning in Canada Class. In English we have
been exploring stories from Africa and looking at 'The No1 Car Spotter' story,
which the students have enjoyed. We have also been looking at the solar
system as part of British Science Week and investigating the planets. As a
whole class we have done really well at participating in different activities.
Well done to all students in Tasmania class for another good week. The
students have been learning about Fair Trade Fortnight and researching the
distance different woods travel around the world before they arrive in our
super markets.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Student Council News
Student Council Blogs

All students can support their class ambassadors in the creation of blogs. The topics above are
suggestions, but students are free to write about something else that could be interesting for our
school community (students, staff, governors, families and friends of Abbot’s Lea School).
The Big Question

We are announcing changes to The Big Question activity:
 The Big Question will be launched every two weeks
 Every other Friday, Student Ambassadors will meet in small groups to share answers and
comments from class and develop new ideas
This will give everyone more time to work on improving our school for all students.
Talk to your ambassadors and influence change!
Student Council Meeting

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Staff News
Human Resources
Vacancy
Due to the current post-holder being head-hunted for an amazing opportunity in the private sector,
we are recruiting for a Data Manager.
The Data Manager will be responsible for the management and analysis of school data and will
provide valuable information to support decision making within the school. The role will also lead on
information security and GDPR, compliance of information and systems and take on the role of Exams
Officer.
This is an excellent opportunity for someone with advanced analysis and Excel skills who has a
curious mind and wants to support our school in becoming the best specialist school in the world.
Please visit our school website’s Vacancies page for further information and to apply.

Team Building
Thanks to all of our team for their participation in our twilight training session on Thursday evening,
and thanks to our facilitator, Mrs Hildrey. It was great to get the whole team together to review our
recent Positive Behaviour Support training, reflect on some of our working practices so we can use
time more efficiently and discuss how to build an even stronger team. There was a great buzz and
lots of ideas.
Particular thanks goes to the Facilities and Catering teams for the organisation and refreshments.

For current vacancies, please visit our school website: http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/vacancies/
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Staff News
Site and Facilities
March is always a busy month, as one financial year is coming to an end and another needs to be
planned for. Lots of spreadsheets (and coffee!) always help to ensure that both get done effectively
and that we continue as a school to maintain financial stability whilst investing in resources and
infrastructure.
Like everyone, all of our costs are going up, however we are able to ensure no impact to our students
or our staff thanks to the financial planning and prudence that we have undertaken over the past 5
years.
We had a very positive staff training session this week, and my thanks to all the staff who supported
in making this a success, in particular Mr Ramos and his kitchen team for providing cakes and fruit
which was very much appreciated at the end of a busy day. Mr Ramos has ensured a smooth
transition in the kitchen since replacing Miss Owens, who had been here for many years. He is
bringing lots of exciting ideas to the table and the students and staff are already starting to benefit
from these.

Research and Development
PARTICIPANTS WANTED FOR DURHAM UNIVERSITY STUDY
Researchers from Durham University Psychology Department are looking for autistic young people
who would like to share their experience of PE in school.
We know that autistic young people can experience issues accessing and enjoying PE lessons in
school. We want to know more about why and what works.
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK
Complete an online questionnaire with your child about physical activity preferences and anxiety and
sensory difficulties that may prevent participation.
There is a chance to win one of five £20 vouchers.
Access the questionnaire at:
https://durhampsychology.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1CgueTctpTQvqvk
For more information contact dora.sadler@durham.ac.uk

PREFER TO TALK?
Your child can take part in an online interview about their perspectives and experiences of PE in
school.
All participants will be offered £10 vouchers as compensation for their time.
For more information, please contact esther.waddington@durham.ac.uk

For current vacancies, please visit our school website: http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/vacancies/
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Useful Information and Resources
In this section, you will find information on services that are available to you across the city over the
next few months.
There are links that you can click on which will take you to lots of different places of support and
services for our parents across the city. Remember to check online at Liverpool Early Help
Directory for regular updates and new programmes from a wide range of council and partner services.

Merseyside Youth Association - MYA Raise Team
Merseyside Youth Association’s mental health promotion team (RAISE Team) continue to deliver their
range of bite-size courses, adapted from courses they have previously delivered.
These sessions cover a range of mental health issues that impact children, young people and their
families.
Bite-size sessions coming up in March, delivered via Zoom unless otherwise stated:


Eating Disorders – Bite-size via ZOOM
24/03/2022 10:00 am - 10:45 am Book



Self-harm- Bite-size via ZOOM
24/03/2022 - 4:00 pm - 4:45 pm - Book

ADDvanced Solutions Community Network
The team at ADDvanced Solutions Community Network continue to support the families living with
Neurodevelopmental conditions in Liverpool pre, during and post-diagnosis.
What's available?
A weekly programme of Virtual Community Network Groups and webinar Learning Workshops for
parents and carers of children and young people living with neurodevelopmental conditions pre,
during and post-diagnosis and also to the professionals who support them while we are unable to
deliver our face-to-face delivery.
You can see their calendar of activities for Liverpool parents HERE and also find information on the
services HERE

If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school community,
please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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