Head’s Weekly Newsletter
Week 31
Message from the Headteacher
Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends
Welcome to today’s newsletter!
Huge congratulations to all students for their successes this week and massive
thanks to the staff team for their exceptional work to make the past five days
so special!
I am so happy today: we had 35 – yes, 35! – visitors joining us for the Friday
Coffee Morning today. You are all welcome here every Friday (apart from last
Friday of each term) from 9:30 until 11am and there is no need to book – just
turn up, as you are and whether it’s a good morning or “one of those” – we are
here to use your help or offer ours!!!
Hearing your views is key – not just for us, as a school – but also for others.
I would therefore like to draw your attention to two initiatives where your voice
really matters:
-

Our Locality will welcome Ofsted and CQC Inspectors next week to
look at quality of SEND services locally. Please share your story via:
lasend.support@ofsted.gov.uk telling inspectors about things that
work for your child and you as a family and things that need to
improve further. Thanks to all those who completed the survey
already (survey is now closed).

-

Liverpool City Council is conducting an informal consultation into
SEND Sufficiency Strategy, proposing investment in some schools.
Sadly, our school does not appear to feature in any of the proposals
and so, I would like to ask for your support to raise this as a problem.
We are heavily oversubscribed, with little, if any options remaining to
create more capacity on our site. If, like us, you want the best for all of
the students, help me advocate for investment into Abbot’s Lea
School and its facilities by voicing your views to:
lorraine.walters@liverpool.gov.uk by 11 May 2022. Full details of
the proposals are here.
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With kindest regards and best wishes for the weekend ahead,

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher
I have always practised an ‘open door’ policy and so I really encourage you to take advantage of this –
please contact me whenever issues arise – and whilst I have had to put a temporary stop to my open
invitation for you to just come in to say ‘hello’, I continue to welcome direct communication via my personal
email address: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Key Diary Dates
School Year Calendar
Term Dates for School Year 2021-22 (current academic year) – Term dates 2021-22
Term Dates for School Year 2022-23 (next academic year) – Term dates 2022-23

This term
Term 5
25 April 2022 – students return
Ends: 27 May 2022
Half Term Holiday: 30 May – 3 June 2022

Key Diary Dates for Week 32
Key Diary Dates - Week 32
w/b 9 May 2022
9 May 2022
10 May 2022
12 May 2022
13 May 2022
13 May 2022
13 May 2022

Mental Health Awareness Week
KS3 Apprentice Talk with Be More Representative
Reverse Jobs Fair for current interns at Aintree Racecourse
Reception Screening by School Health Team – 9.30am-10.30am
Drumming Sessions
Open Assemblies – 9.15am – 10.35am
Friday Coffee Mornings – 9.30am-11.00am

Join the discussion and share your family moments with our teams
Facebook: Abbot’s Lea School
Twitter: @abbotsleaschool
E-mail: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Key Diary Dates
SAVE THE DATE!!!
Having re-launched our Friday Coffee Mornings, we are also re-launching our
Summer Fair!
This year, the event will take place on Saturday, 2 July 2022, from 12 noon
until 3pm, here at Abbot’s Lea School.
The event is free to all and all fundraising will be in aid of Abbot’s Lea School
with a proportion donated to the cause selected by the Head Boys and Girls –
the Ukrainian War Victims.
More detail will follow but, for now, we are looking for volunteers to help
organise the event, run the event and tidy up after the event!
Anyone keen to help is asked to contact Dr Mursic on:
sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Join the discussion and share your family moments with our teams
Facebook: Abbot’s Lea School
Twitter: @abbotsleaschool
E-mail: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Students of the Week
Students of the Week
Class
Student
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Ireland
Joel
Key Stage 2
Portugal

Mikey

France

Lotte

Spain

Jamie

Italy

Archie

Peru

Stephen

Key Stage 3
Mozambique

Cyrus

Madagascar

Anthony

USA

Charlie

Brazil
Kenya

Finlay
Jack

Cape Verde

Nathanael

Seychelles

Ryan

Botswana

Hayden

Key Stage 4
Australia

Mann

Samoa

Lily

New Zealand

Arshia

Papua New Guinea

Charlie

Key Stage 5
Malawi
Christmas Island

Sol
Hamza

Fiji

Thomas

Nurture Provision
Wales
Canada

Charlie
Matthew

Tasmania

Abbie

Reason
For working hard in his phonics lessons.
For having a very positive attitude towards learning in all
lessons
For always trying 100% in lessons and being a really
kind friend.
For excellent independence skills and a growth in
confidence in the classroom by using a loud, clear voice
to staff and peers!
For following instructions, being responsible and mature.
For using strategies to self-regulate and make safe
choices.
For amazing progress during our swimming lessons!
For his great efforts in all of his morning activities and
doing really well with his spellings. Well Done!
For working so hard, independently creating USA’s
assembly!
For engaging in independent activities.
For giving 100% effort in English.
For his amazing Chinese art work and commitment
to his other subjects.
For doing really well with his multiplications and going
up a level on Times Tables Rockstars!
For a fantastic attitude towards swimming and for doing
so well with the morning routine.
For putting everything into his Maths exams.
For continuing to work hard for the upcoming exams, for
staying positive no matter what and being a great friend.
For persevering with his English work and trying his best
to ensure it was completed.
For his dedication in maths revision in preparation for his
mock exam.
For their maturity and effort in class.
For talking and explaining the reasons for his emotions.
For excellent joining in with Science and completing his
atom poster.
For working so hard after being off unwell.
For consistent hard work and making new friends.
For an excellent transition to Tasmania class and
following the Golden Rules throughout the class
swimming trip.

Join the discussion and share your family moments with our teams
Facebook: Abbot’s Lea School
Twitter: @abbotsleaschool
E-mail: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Next Week’s Menu
Next Week’s Menu

Please, inform the school about any known allergies or dietary requirements for your child.
You can do that by sharing information with the class team or by calling the school office. Thank you
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Class News
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Ireland Class
Teacher: Miss
Hattersley

In Ireland Class this week we have been singing and practising for our
assembly that we are very excited to perform for our friends and family.
In Maths we have been learning about different patterns, identifying,
matching and making our own repeating patterns in various ways.
In Literacy this week we have continued our story 'The Little Red Hen' and
have remembered the sequence of the story, written our own and found
characters that match in the sensory tray.
We enjoyed having our Key Stage 3 buddy come to visit and showed him our
craft station and the fun activities we like to do in class. He showed us how
to draw different animals.
It was a very fun and busy week! Have a lovely weekend, Ireland Class!

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 2
Portugal Class
Teacher: Miss
Gibney

France Class
Teacher: Miss Last

Spain Class
Teacher: Miss
Ledward

Italy Class
Teacher: Mrs
Cooney

Peru Class

Portugal Class have been working very hard in their phonics lessons all
week. Portugal Class continued reading Hodgeheg in English and answered
some questions about chapter 3 both verbally and in written format. Portugal
Class continued learning about the topic of length and height in maths. In
their French lesson, pupils continued learning how to say different animals in
French and they were very confident in doing so. They also made a Victoria
sponge cake in Food Technology which they really enjoyed making and
eating!
France Class have had a busy week. In Maths, we continued working on the
topic of measuring. We have been measuring different objects around the
classroom and then decided which apparatus was best to measure them
such as rulers, meter sticks, tape measures and a Trundle wheel. In English,
the students made their own fact files about hedgehogs. Our topic this term
in Science is Everyday Materials. This week we looked at a range of different
materials and decided which materials we could change the shape of by
squashing and twisting, and which materials we could not change. In Art, we
looked at work by the artist Andy Goldsworthy and created our own
masterpieces using patterns. We also worked together in Food Technology
to bake a delicious Victoria Sponge Cake. Well Done France Class on a
super week.
Spain Class have had a lovely week. We have continued to explore the story
'Aliens in Underpants Save the World' in English and designed our own alien
and explored different adjectives to describe them. In Maths, we have started
our new topic of addition and subtraction and have focused solely on number
bonds - some students have even looked at adding 3-digit numbers to a 1digit number! We made a yummy sponge cake in Food Technology, in PE
we developed our understanding and skills on how to sprint and in History
investigated what castles the Normans built in the UK. It has been a fantastic
week and Spain Class have worked so hard! Well done Spain Class!
Italy class came back to school full of energy after their bank holiday
weekend! We explored the Muslim celebration of Eid and read wonderful
stories of kindness and helping others. We built mosques with blocks and
made shapes and patterns in our sensory trays. In Food Technology, we
made a delicious Victoria sponge cake. The children loved cracking the eggs
and mixing all of the ingredients together. The best part was the taste test!
In English, we started our new book 'Alien's Love Underpants'. We recorded
all of the things that are important to us that we would take to space. We even
made rockets with junk modelling. May the Fourth (Star Wars Day!) was a
big hit with Italy Class. We did lightsaber phonics and worked on our pencil
control skills on Star Wars maps. In Maths, we have looked at ordering
numbers correctly and using our knowledge of place value to move the
spaceships to the correct parking space! Have wonderful weekend Italy
Class!
This week in Peru Class we have studied different animals that we may see
in autumn, and began to think about how they sound and their mannerisms,
in preparation for writing our own season poem. In Food Technology, we

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Teacher: Miss
Laird

enjoyed baking and tasting our own Victoria sponge cake. In Science, we are
studying Everyday Materials - we really enjoyed studying the differences
between different materials and deciding the most suitable material for
different purposes

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 3
Mozambique Class
Teacher: Mr
Hodgson
Madagascar Class
Teacher: Miss
Jennings

USA Class
Teacher: Mrs Suku

Brazil Class
Teacher: Mrs
Rodway

Kenya Class
Teacher: Miss
McClintock

Cape Verde Class
Teacher: Mr Hatton

Seychelles Class
Teacher: Miss
Joyce

It has been a great week for Mozambique Class! We have had our final
swimming sessions which we have really enjoyed! This week we have been
learning about forces in Science, cooked a lovely roasted vegetable dish in
Food Technology and created some Chinese art in our Art lessons.
This week in Madagascar Class we have enjoyed lots of fun learning
activities. We continued to develop our athletic skills in PE and had a lovely
visit from our MVP mentors where we had a great discussion about 'insults'
and how being kind and doing the right thing will make everybody happier. In
Maths we have continued our work on area and in English we started to read
The Twits by Roald Dahl. We have explored forces and magnets in Science,
carrying out a fun experiment that involved toy cars, bubble wrap and a ramp.
In Life Skills we discussed why it is important to care and how we can show
people we care for them. We hope you all have a great and restful weekend
and we look forward to another week filled with great learning activities, next
week!
This week USA have been preparing their assembly to host in front of their
key stage and families. They have been so confident and put so much effort
into their speech. We have also been concentrating on Chinese art and
English persuasive writing techniques.
Brazil Class have worked hard this week. We have been finishing off our work
on fractions in Maths and continuing our story Charlie and The Chocolate
Factory in English. During PE we completed an obstacle course in athletics
and used our bodies to move and change direction. In Science we completed
an experiment measuring friction and in History we found out about the
people who lived in the Shang dynasty. Well done Brazil Class!
Kenya Class have been continuing to learn about area and perimeter in
Maths, some of us looked at irregular shapes whist others look at finding the
area of a triangle. In English, we have been learning about 'The Twits' and
we have compared their nasty pranks and predicted what they might do next.
In Science we learnt about newtons and how they are measured. In
Computing we learnt about animation and some of the key skills required for
it. On Friday, we continued to look at Chinese art and using rice paper made
our own dragon sketches. Well Done Kenya Class!
Cape Verde Class have had an amazing week. We have continued to look
at the Shang dynasty and how it was able to last over 500 years and how the
Emperors and soothsayers predicted the future. In Art we have looked at
some amazing sculptures of Chinese dragons and what types of animals
were used to make a dragon. In Maths we have looked at symmetry
continuing to look at shapes. This week, even though it has been a short
week, has shown how amazing Cape Verde are in producing some amazing
work.
This week in Seychelles, the class completed the following activities:
In English, we have finished reading, 'The Great Kapok Tree' and have
answered comprehension questions about what happened in the book. In
Maths, we have continued to look at measurement focusing on the difference

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
between centimetres and millimetres. And finally, for Science we estimated
how far an object would travel using different surfaces within the classroom.
Well done Seychelles Class for all your hard work!
Botswana Class
Teacher: Miss
Caveney

This week in Botswana Class we had another great week swimming. The
class' confidence and ability in swimming has grown more than anyone could
have hoped for, and the staff are very proud of everyone's progress. In Food
Technology this week, we made roast vegetables and couscous. Some of
the students tried some vegetables for the first time and everyone enjoyed
themselves and the food. Some of our students also had the opportunity to
spend some time playing drums on one of the school’s electric drum kits. We
played along to some rock and metal songs with staff and students having a
great time. We hope everyone has a great weekend and enjoys the good
weather heading our way.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 4
Australia Class
Teacher: Mr Lyons

Samoa Class
Teacher: Miss
Gibney

New Zealand
Class
Teacher: Mr
Spillane
Papua New
Guinea Class
Teacher: Mrs
Wong

This week in Australia Class, we have been working diligently to prepare for
our Maths and English exams. In PE we have been completing strength
circuits to improve our overall performance for athletics, and in Food
Technology we have made Chinese sweet glazed pork.
It has been another amazing week for Samoa Class! In English we have been
practicing fronted adverbials in past, present and future tense. We have been
focusing on our grammar and punctuation in preparation for our upcoming
exams. In Maths, the class have focused on money, we have been learning
how to calculate the interest of a total amount and using this in word
problems. In PE, our special visitors LFC had some very fun basketball
activities for the class to complete, ending in a game of basketball so the
class could show off their skills. In Science we focused on static electricity,
and we had a hair raising experience completing the balloon and hair
experiment! The class have continued to enjoy their various accredited
learning classes, practicing their basketball skills, designing posters of
inspirational black people for a Liverpool wide competition and exploring
World War 1 in History. In Food Technology we made slow glazed pork - how
yummy does that sound?! We also finished our class book "Blood Brothers"
with rave reviews, and we attended the library to explore all of the books on
offer throughout the school. We are continuing to work extremely hard for our
exams later this month.
This week in New Zealand Class, we have been working on some spelling,
punctuation and grammar rules in English to prepare us for our mock exams
coming up. We have also been looking at money and budgeting in Maths.
For Science we have looked at forces and we will be finishing the week off
by creating a whole class art exhibition.
This week in PNG, we have been doing some revision for both Maths and
English. We have revised on the different types of persuasive techniques.
We have practised spotting and naming these persuasive features in writings
and learnt how we can use them in our own writing. In Maths, we have been
revising division. We have also looked at division with decimal numbers
which some of us had found challenging. We have completed some ten
minute tests in preparation for our exams starting at the end of May. In Life
Skills, we have focused on finding our way in unfamiliar area using Google
Maps and discussed what we can do to keep us safe when we are out and
about. We also discussed what skills and qualities we possess in preparation
for college interviews. In our Food Technology lesson this week, we have
improvised from our original recipe and made our own version of sweet
glazed pork. We enjoyed playing Wordle, Worldle, Globle and Heardle in the
morning as well as completing our settling in task to keep our brains active.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Key Stage 5
Malawi Class
Teacher: Mr
Mason

Christmas Island
Class
Teacher: Mr
Griffiths

Fiji Class
Teacher: Miss
Ham

This week Malawi class expanded their culinary repertoire by making tomato
soup and cheese toasties, most of which were eaten by Mr Foster. They
continued reading David Walliams’ novel Ratburger with excellent reading by
Henry and Mya. In PE, Malawi Class students competed at Boccia and table
tennis.
Xmas Island Class have enjoyed interacting with different staff this week. It
has been good to hear them express genuine interest and conversation with
people new to them. In English, we looked at extending our writing giving
opinions with reasons while answering an exam style question. Food
Technology went down well with home-made tomato soup with a toasted
cheese sandwich. It was delicious! Some of the students have also been
finalising their plans for next year completing their applications, which is
incredibly exciting!
During our Food Technology lessons, we made tomato soup with cheese
toasties. In our Science lessons we learnt about atoms, protons, electrons
and how electricity is produced. During our English lessons we learnt how to
write a persuasive letter and, also in our ICT lessons, to write a persuasive
email. We have been comparing mass with grams and kilograms in our Maths
lessons.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Nurture Provision
Wales Class
Teacher: Mrs
Leyland

Canada Class
Teacher: Mr Roach

Tasmania Class
Teacher: Mr Terry

This week Wales Class have been learning about number orders , symmetry
through art and patterns and have been creating a display for our Spring
board. We have been learning about words that are real and words that are
‘fake’. We enjoyed celebrating Star Wars Day on 4 May by learning words to
do with space and creating rice Yodas and our own R2D2 robots. We also
celebrated Cinco De Mayo with our sombrero stuff tray.
This week in Canada Class we have been looking at improving our
punctuation within our English lessons. We have also been continuing to look
at fractions and decimals. Canada Class thoroughly enjoyed their Food
Technology lesson which involved them making a chicken club sandwich.
This week Canada Class took part in two days of swimming lessons which
they all enjoyed greatly.
Well done to all the students in Tasmania for another excellent week. The
students in KS4 have engaged well with their swimming lessons and have
grown in confidence when in the water. In addition to swimming, the students
have been making healthy meals and developing their independence in the
kitchen to prepare nourishing meals following spells of intense exercise!

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Class News
Head Boy and Head Girl Team Announcement
Following on from his successful appointment to the position of a Head Boy, Kieran decided to step
down to focus on other priorities in his life.
I thank him for his service and I know he will continue his active role through the School Council.
I have met with Lewis, my Deputy Head Boy and asked him to step up to this key role. I am
delighted to confirm that Lewis accepted this and was very committed and honoured to serve the
remainder of this year as my Head Boy. Thank you, Lewis!
Head Girl, Caitlin and Deputy Head Girl, Megan will continue in their respective roles without any
change.

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.
Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps
available on our website (access here).
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Staff News
Human Resources
IT Manager Vacancy
Due to the promotion of the existing post holder we are recruiting for this exciting operational
leadership role within the school. Previous school experience is not required.
As IT Manager you will provide IT support to staff and students to help students learn, achieve and
progress, both in and outside of school. You will ensure school has adequate network, hardware and
software in place to meet the needs of the school both now and in the future and maximise the use
of existing technology and emerging software and technology in order to improve learning and achieve
value for money.
For the post advertised, you must:
 Be able to meet key accountabilities set out in Job Description and Person Specification
 Have exceptional IT skills
 Have excellent organisational skills
 Good research skills and knowledge of emerging technology
 Good levels of literacy and numeracy
For further information and an application form to apply, please visit: http://abbotsleaschool.co.uk/itmanager/

New Finance and Payroll Officer
We would like to welcome Mrs Khatri-Mack, our new Finance and Payroll Officer, who is joining our
School Business Support team, in this important role!

Staff Training on ADHD
A big thank you to Emma Weaver from the ADHD Foundation for delivering our staff training on
Tuesday evening. The session was aimed at improving understanding of ADHD and how best to
support our students.

For current vacancies, please visit our school website: http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/vacancies/
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Staff News
Online International Conference – 15 June 2022
You are invited to join our conference aimed at developing an open-dialogue among all stakeholders
from across disciplines and professions. We believe that the dialogue will help us develop effective
and comprehensive services for children, young people and the whole families within their community.
International conference: Innovative methods and approaches in working with children with
SEND is organised jointly by the Children’s Creative Centre DOKKICA (Osijek, Croatia) and Abbot’s
Lea School (Liverpool, UK).
In our partnership, we consider the development of the relationships with a child and family, as well
as the optimal social-sensory environment as two crucial factors for successful support within all
settings.
Date: 15 June 2022
Location: Online (via Zoom)

It is a full-day online conference, delivered over Zoom, with five amazing keynote speakers and fifteen
additional expert talks.
See all keynote speakers here: https://ic-konferencije.eu/en/plenarni-izlagaci/
Apply for tickets here: https://ic-konferencije.eu/en/prijava-pasivni-sudionik/
Your attendance is free and we would strongly encourage anyone who is interested to apply as we
already have over 750 attendees currently registered.

For current vacancies, please visit our school website: http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/vacancies/
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Useful Information and Resources
In this section, you will find information on services that are available to you across the city over the
next few months. There are links that you can click on which will take you to lots of different places of
support and services for our parents across the city. Remember to check online at Liverpool Early
Help Directory for regular updates and new programmes from a wide range of council and partner
services.

Charlie Waller Trust Mental Health Charity Webinars
The Charlie Waller Trust is a registered charity that helps young people to understand their own
mental health, to equip them to support themselves and those around them, and to empower them to
talk more openly about the subject.
They are running a series of live webinars for families and educators. The webinars are free to attend
and are all presented by their mental health trainers, speakers and guest speakers who come from a
wide range of professions, including education, psychology, social work, youth work, public health,
psychotherapy and nursing.
Book the below free webinars here




10 May 12pm - Loneliness: How to support young people
17 May 6pm - Loneliness: How to support young people
25 May 6pm - Why sleeping well matters and what you can do to improve it

Family activity sheets for Online Safety from ThinkuKnow
ThinkUKnow has a new platform available for 11-18 year olds with resources about online safety,
healthy relationships and consent: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_18/
ThinkuKnow also have resources available to families to start conversations about online safety using
their family activity sheets and #AskTheAwkward links

ADDvanced Solutions Community Network
The team at ADDvanced Solutions Community Network continue to support the families living with
Neurodevelopmental conditions in Liverpool pre, during and post-diagnosis.
What's available?
A weekly programme of Virtual Community Network Groups and webinar Learning Workshops for
parents and carers of children and young people living with neurodevelopmental conditions pre,
during and post-diagnosis and also to the professionals who support them while we are unable to
deliver our face-to-face delivery.
You can see their calendar of activities for Liverpool parents here and also find information on the
services here.

If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school community,
please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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