
 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the newsletter. 
 
This week has been really positive, but not free of challenges. This included last night’s 
notification that we had a positive Covid-19 test amongst the staff, affecting our Key Stage 5 
provision. As a result, Malawi and Christmas Island classes (bubbles), both of which were in 
direct contact with the staff affected, needed to close and its members self-isolate until and 
including 28 September 2020. 
 
We had followed our agreed protocol for communication but, in the process, it became clear 
that, even though we had shared Zones, bubbles, class names and such like in the past, some 
families still were uncertain of which group their child belongs to. 
 
To help support you, I share here the system of school’s zones in operation at present: 
 
School is divided into Zones and, within those, bubbles: 
 

 Zone 1 – The House (each office/room/area is a self-contained bubble) 

 Zone 2 – Christmas Island and Malawi (2 bubbles) 

 Zone 3 – Spain, Italy, Wales, Ireland, Portugal, France (6 bubbles) 

 Zone 4 – Canada, USA, Brazil, Peru (4 bubbles) 

 Zone 5 – Mozambique, Botswana, Madagascar, Kenya, Seychelles, Cape Verde (6 bubbles) 

 Zone 6 – Tasmania, Samoa, Papua New Guinea, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji (6 bubbles) 

 
Last night’s activity also highlighted that still, not all families have signed up to Parentmail – 
the only platform we use for sending official letters, notification and correspondence to selected 
groups. If you have not signed up yet, please contact us on reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
and we will support you to sign up. If you have signed up but still do not receive any/all 
messages, please contact us (same email address) and we will double check our side of the 
system. We really must embrace the e-communications, especially that often, at this time of 
last minute changes to the provision, we simply will not have the time or capacity to contact 
you via post or phone. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
Lastly, as we enter the local restrictions launched today and coming into effect next Tuesday, 
I ask you all to please adhere to the guidance imposed on us all, to help manage the spread 
of infection as much as possible. It is hard, but if we don’t gain greater control over the 
suspected and confirmed cases now, the winter season might, inevitably, prove more 
challenging… Anyone needing advice or needing to report a suspected or diagnosed case of 
Covid-19 is asked to email: covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk – this email is also for advice! 
 
Wishing you a happy, sunny and healthy weekend, 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 

Issue 3, 18 September 2020 

 

mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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School day: 8:30am – 2:30pm 
 
Term 1: 
Term ends: Friday, 23 October 2020 
October break: Monday 26 October to Friday 30 October 2020 
 
Term 2: 
Students return: 2 November 2020  
Term ends: Friday 18 December 2020 at 1:00pm 
Christmas break: Monday 21 December 2020 to Friday 1 January 2021 
 
Term 3: 
4 January 2021 – INSET Day 
Students return: 5 January 2021  
Term ends: 12 February 2021 
February break: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021 
 
Term 4: 
Students return: 22 February 2021  
Term ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:00pm 
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021 
 
Term 5: 
Students return: 12 April 2021  
May day: Monday 3 May 2021 
Term ends - 28 May 2021 
May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
 
Term 6: 
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return 
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme 
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET Day 
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week 
Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm 
19-20 July 2021 – INSET Days (worked as staff’ extended twilight days throughout the year) 
 
 

School holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021 
  

2020-21 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Readathon 2020 
 

On the 5th of March the school took part in Readathon to raise money for the Read For Good 

charity. Read for Good’s vision is for all children in the UK to be given the opportunity, space 

and motivation to develop their own love of reading. This will benefit them throughout their lives 

– for good.  

 Read for Good provides a regular supply of brand new books along with storyteller visits to 
brighten up the days of children in all of the UK’s main children’s hospitals. Children unable to 
leave their beds can choose books from specially designed mobile bookcase which wheels 
right up to their bedside. Because they are brand new, the books are safe for those at high risk 
of infection 

 some 3,000 schools are involved in our Readathon every year Abbot's Lea is one of 
them! 

 all of the UK’s major children’s hospitals now receive regular deliveries of brand 
new books and storyteller visits, reaching 150,000 hospitalised children each year. 

 schools receive 20% of whatever they raise back for their own library.  

In March we raised an amazing £115.00! Well done to all students and staff who took part. A 

special congratulations to Lewis Okwu in KS5 who won a book voucher for his continuing 

motivation and enthusiasm for reading.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noticeboard 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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The language we use is important.  

A good few years ago, I was having a discussion with my then, Headteacher. As part of the 

conversation he pulled me up on something I said.  

He said “Emily, you have to stop calling our students “children;” we refer to them as students.” 

I’m pretty sure that Headteacher won’t remember the conversation, but it is one I reflected on 

significantly.  

I think he was wrong to correct me.  

The young people in our care are our students, but they are also your “little ones” (whether 

they are 3 or 33!). As professionals, it is important we never lose sight of that – I am incredibly 

proud of our students and your children this week! 

Walking around the school and seeing the curriculum in action has been such a great 

experience. I have seen all sorts of personalised approaches being taken.  

Some learners have been learning about spreading germs by doing “the glitter experiment” 

whilst others have been contrasting the experience of Lockdown with famous passages from 

Frankenstein.  

Some learners have found aspects of the work challenging at times and I am proud of the 

perseverance I have seen displayed by them.  

In our assembly this week we talked about “The Power of Yet.” We danced along to the “Power 

of Yet” song and learnt about famous icons who had to show great challenge and perseverance 

- Walt Disney (who was fired for not being creative enough!) or Lionel Messi (who was dropped 

from his school football team and told he wasn’t good enough!). 

As a school, we will continue to foster that growth mind-set in all aspects of our curriculum so 

that all of our students (and your children!) reach their full potential and never give up! 

 

Wishing you a good weekend! 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher 

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Deputy Headteacher 
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I have made two simple rules to follow when writing this week’s newsletter article. Firstly, I 

must not mention the ‘C’ word, and secondly, I must write about something positive and 

inspiring. My thoughts immediately returned to a subject that has become part of the public 

discourse almost as much as the current pandemic; Black Lives Matter. I have continued my 

personal educational journey in learning more about the systemic injustices faced by black 

people and, in doing so, have come across some truly wonderful Black voices that I want to 

share with you today. 

 

Dr Bertice Berry (@DrBerticeBerry) is an American sociologist, author, lecturer and educator 

who I first discovered on Instagram when she was reposted by an inspirational black actress I 

follow, Noma Dumezweni (@MissDumezweni). Dr Bertice Berry posts the most inspirational 

stories to Instagram each day and I could listen to her for hours. I have never before heard 

anyone speak so eloquently and connect with an audience in such an authentic manner. The 

videos always begin with, “Hi, I’m Dr Berry and I want to tell you a story…”, before Dr Berry 

shares a personal story from her extraordinary life. I cannot recommend her highly enough. 

 

Naomi Osaka (@naomiosaka) is a 22-year-old Japanese tennis champion who is using her 

platform to highlight racial inequality. Osaka recently won the US Open singles title and wore 

a different face mask for every match bearing the name of a black victim of violence.  

The US Open was not the first time that Osaka had spoken out against racism. Last month, 

she announced she would skip a tournament to protest the shooting of Jacob Blake by police 

in Wisconsin. “Before I am an athlete, I am a Black woman. And as a Black woman I feel as 

though there are much more important matters at hand that need immediate attention, rather 

than watching me play tennis.” It takes a huge personality with exceptional courage to make 

such a strong statement and I am certain that Osaka will continue to be an inspirational leader 

against racism for a long time to come. 

 

Finally, allow me to introduce you to Ateh Jewel (@atehjewel), an award winning beauty 

journalist, blogger and director from London. Ateh is outspoken on the lack of diversity within 

the beauty industry, repeatedly exposing the need for more inclusivity from beauty companies 

who traditionally only cater for Caucasian skin tones. I now make a point of reading all of Ateh’s 

articles and she teaches me something every time. As the mother of twin mixed heritage 

daughters, Ateh is trying to create a world free from the racism and micro-aggressions she has 

encountered and continues to speak out against; “When some people see me, they see a 

descendant of a slave, a historical loser, and load me with all their prejudices and stereotypes.” 

Powerful words and an insight into a world I can hardly begin to fathom. I follow Ateh for 

multiple reasons; I love makeup and skincare and she knows more than most about this 

industry but, mostly, I follow her for inspiration and a reminder that my life, no matter how 

complex it can sometime feel, is thankfully without the daily barrage of discrimination faced by 

so many. 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Care and Safeguarding 



  
 

Page 8 of 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                       

 

 

 

 
Mrs Tobin and I have had really interesting couple of days interviewing for HLTA and TA 
positions. I would like to thank all of our candidates who took time out to meet with us and I am 
inspired by the passion and skills on display. Interviews continue until late on Friday, decisions 
will follow next week. 
  
This week has seen National Teaching Assistant Day celebrated by schools across the 
country. We have said thank you to our HLTAs and TAs with some staffroom treats and would 
like to share a big thank you to this very important staff group who provide invaluable support 
to our students. 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week will be the last week in school for Mrs Ashton-Burrows in Papua New Guinea Class 
and Miss Wilson in Wales Class as they will be working from home until their maternity leave 
starts.  
 
We wish them well and will miss them but hopefully their classes will be seeing them on a 
Zoom session soon! 
 

School Business Support 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Our second full week back and some of the changes we have implemented into school life 

have embedded quite well and hopefully is helping to keep everyone safe. 

Transport - All our students come in via their zones and this helps to stop different groups of 

students mixing. In the main this is going really well, with a much calmer feel about it all. My 

thanks to all families for your patience and understanding as we try to embed this new process, 

in particular some of the changes of buses for students to ensure that everyone is where they 

are supposed to be and as safe as possible. 

Lunches - All lunches are now served in the classrooms, with those students on school meals 

having their food brought directly to the classroom. This is working well; the feedback is that 

students are enjoying having their lunch with just their class. We are still tweaking the ordering 

and delivery process but it is definitely heading in the right direction. 

Cleaning - We now have a designated cleaner for each zone, who are based with their zone 

for the full day. This helps to ensure that areas are as clean as possible and I think this has 

been a real success, feedback from everyone is very positive. 

So a lot of changes for all of our students and staff, but everyone is working together to make 

sure that everyone feels safe and supported. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Ireland 

In Ireland class this week, we had fun making our 'good friend' recipe, which turned into very 

special play dough. We read 'The colour monster' and learnt about the colour of emotions, we 

chose to explore a new colour each day. We enjoyed mark making inside and out and created 

large floor art together. Everyone is becoming more and more settled and we love seeing 

everyone's big smiles as they come into class each day. 

Have a great weekend. 

 

 
Wales 

Wales Class have had an exciting week this week! We have had lots of fun learning new 

number songs and new phonics sounds. We have also completed a recipe for our perfect 

friend! They were made from love, kindness, fun and helpfulness. We have explored different 

emotions and learnt about how they affect our bodies. We have read The Wonky Donkey and 

The Dinkey Donkey and discussed both stories. We have had a great week in Wales Class 

and are looking forward to the next!  

Have a great weekend,  

Wales Class 

 

 
  

Key Stage News and Updates 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Miss O’Neill  
 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Italy 

Italy have had a lovely sunny week. We enjoyed learning about germs and recreated a hand 

washing experiment using glitter and washing up liquid. We are being very careful and are 

making sure that we use soap when we wash our hands. We went down to our lovely ground 

to practise outside maths skills. We collected lots of leaves and sticks and did some addition. 

Italy class are fantastic at maths! We also enjoyed circle time and discussed what it means to 

be friendly and unfriendly and are continuing to work on our friendships. We have had a lot of 

fine motor skills practise this week. We absolutely loved play the dough disco and forming 

letters and numbers with play dough. We hope you all have a lovely weekend 🙂 

 
Portugal 
This week in Class Portugal, we have been learning about People who help us! We thanked 

our cleaner, Shirley and our site manager, Mr Stephens! We also learnt about doctors, police 

officers and fire fighters and thought too about those who help us at home! The children have 

worked very hard and we look forward to another week of learning next week! 

Have a great weekend! 🙂 

France 

We've had a lovely week in France class. We have continued with our Colour Monster theme 

this week and have been role playing and writing about things that affect our different emotions. 

As part of the theme, the pupils have also enjoyed creating their own edible marshmallow 

monsters in food technology. The pupils have also worked hard this week in their fine motor 

skills activities and team building games. Keep up the great work France class! 

 
Canada 

Canada class have had a great week. We enjoyed remembering our favourite meal during 

lockdown and made Rice Krispies cakes for Food Technology. For English, we read a book 

called ‘Elmer’ and we discussed how each person is different and whether it matters if 

someone is different. We used two apples and to one of them we would be nice and to other 

mean. We then cut the apples in half and realised the apple we were being nice to, was clear 

whereas the one we were being mean to, was black. We understood how important it is to be 

nice to other people to help their Mental Health. In Maths, we used our counting to 20 skills to 

create superheroes and to have lots of fun with our friends by playing Maths games. Well done 

Canada class you have been great! Roll on next week and have a lovely weekend! 

 

 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell 
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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USA 
USA class has had a brilliant week! We made our own stay safe posters using the laptops and 

then designed them on paper using different colours. We have also explored science by 

completing a hand wash experiment we talked about the dangers of not washing our hands 

and how germs can be spread. USA class have been focusing on capital letters and full stops, 

this will help us when we write about our best lockdown experience next week. Well done 

USA!  

 
Spain 
Spain has had a fun week this week enjoying the sunshine and completing lots of activities. 

We started the week reading The Colour Monster and have created some great artwork from 

it including our class Colour Monster using corks to paint the different colours yellow - 

happiness, blue - sadness, black - scared, green - calm and pink is love.  

We then made our own clay Monster which we coloured it the emotion colour of our choice. 

The second book we read this week was Supertato rom this we have made our own Supertato 

using potatoes pipe cleaner felt and pens to create our Hero we have also made our own super 

hero mask using paint and glitter. 

This week PE was an outdoor activity using the large yard and basketballs taking turns to throw 

our basketball into the hoop. We have also used the tuff trays for water play, investigating jelly 

and vegetables and improving our fine motor skills.  

After reading Jack and the beanstalk and planting our magic beans, we measured our height 

on the magic beanstalk. 

Have a great weekend, 

Spain Class Team 
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Brazil 
It has been a busy yet fun week in Brazil class this week with students completing a range of 
different activities. In English, we have made our own lockdown collage and written adjectives 
to describe the different things we did during lockdown. In Science this week, students have 
categorised foods according to the Eatwell plate, and enjoyed a fun game of `rush hour` after 
this to cement their knowledge of the different food groups. In R.E students looked at the 
various challenges, different religions encountered during lockdown and engaged in a circle 
time to discuss this. The staff in Brazil class are extremely proud of the efforts students have 
put in with their work this week and look forward to seeing some more great work next week. 
 
 
Peru 
Peru class have had a wonderful week. On Monday, we had our double physical education 

lesson with Brazil class playing dodgeball. We have focused on speaking and listening in 

English this week and the students have spoken about their experiences during lockdown and 

used adjectives to describe them as well as their likes and dislikes. In maths we have been 

focusing on units of time; seconds, minutes and hours. Science we looked at heathy and 

unhealthy foods the students designed their own healthy plate of things they would like to eat. 

Well done class for all your hard work this week have a lovely restful weekend.     

 
Mozambique 
This week in Mozambique class, we have been looking at healthy teeth and ways to look after 

our oral health in science, colour mixing in Art and telling time in maths. The student really 

enjoyed a yoga session for P.E where Katie the yoga teacher showed us different yoga 

stenches and we looked at ways to improve our mental health.  

 

Botswana 

In Botswana class this week, we have enjoyed making milkshakes, taking part in yoga, creating 

collages of things that are important to us and making our own water paint. Our milkshakes 

turned out great; we added milk, ice cream and a chosen snack to our blender, finished with 

whipped cream and marshmallows. We made our own water paint by mixing lots of ingredients 

together and putting them in the freezer. We will use our homemade water paints in our next 

art lesson. We have also started to make our own snack this week to help our independence. 

 
Madagascar 

Another action-packed week for Madagascar! We've continued discussing our lockdown 

memories, designing our own collages that represent the images of our own lockdown. We 

enjoyed experimenting with wax pastels in Art and creating our own rhythms in Music with 

African drums! 

 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson 

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

mailto:Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Kenya 

Today we went on a sensory walk and explored the school grounds, we found apples growing 

on the trees and some beautiful flowers. We then used one of the flowers as a talking piece 

for our circle time and took turns to describe the woods using a noun phrase. During math's 

we looked at how long the corona virus can live on different surfaces. 

Seychelles 
In Seychelles class, we have all had lots of fun this week. In English we have been focusing 
on adjectives, we have spent time creating our own characters and using adjectives to 
describe the characters we had created, we all really enjoyed sharing these with the entire 
class. In our Topic lesson, we all went for a walk around the fields in school and collected 
twigs, leaves and flowers to make our own pictures. We also had fun in our P.E lesson, 
which everyone took part in, we spent time playing games such as worm tag and circle 
games too, and we all had so much fun!   

Well done to all the students this week is Seychelles who have all worked extremely hard this week!  

 
Fiji 

Fiji class have been busy this week. In Maths, we have concluded our units of timework. 

Students practiced extended word problems using time conversions including seconds to 

minutes and minutes to hours. In English we have looked at descriptive language and how we 

can use adjectives to support our writing. In geography, we have researched a holiday 

destination we would like to visit and wrote postcards to our families. Finally, in life skills and 

citizenship we have explored our NHS and the importance of key workers during the pandemic. 

Every student has worked really hard! Enjoy your weekend Fiji class! 

 
Cape Verde 

This week in Cape Verde, we have looked at story telling in English, there have been some 

wonderful tales from lockdown! In Maths we have focused on time this week, we worked out 

how long in seconds Mrs Leyland would queue up for something she likes! In Humanities this 

week, we discussed links between the blitz and our own lockdowns, we found some similarities 

but we were glad to have stayed safe with our family and friends. In Art this week, we have 

learnt a new skill with wax resisting. In food tech, we decorated cupcakes.  

 

We’ve loved the weather this week and have started our own class Cape Verde garden, we’ve 

got some excellent gardeners in class who found seed pods in the school grounds, we will 

keep you updated on what we manage to grow!   
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Australia 

It has been a really good week for Class Australia. We really enjoyed doing outdoor art learning 

about the artist Andy Goldsworthy and using natural materials to create our own pieces of 

artwork. In Maths, we had a great time competing with other classes on timetable rock stars. 

Then also in Life Skills, we continued looking at our theme of 'cleaning our home' identifying 

equipment and products that we would need to clean our home.   

 
Papua New Guinea 
This week students in PNG have been busy with some practical work in Science. The students 

used a microscope to look at various different cells including a liver cell, skin cells and kidney 

cells, we then drew them in our science books. We were all really impressed at how the 

different cells looked magnified, it was truly amazing!  

The staff in PNG were also really proud of our students during our 'healthy relationships' lesson 

where we discussed and debated the 'Black Lives Matter' movement. Every single one of the 

students approached this topic with a mature, respectful attitude and listened to each other's 

opinion with patience and value. Well done class!  

 
New Zealand 
Well done New Zealand, another great full week of brilliant effort. We have been carrying on 

with our lockdown diaries focussing on the story of Eyam; developing our vocabulary and 

dictionary skills to improve our extended writing. In maths we covered budgets and calculating 

totals, giving change and how to go about solving multiple-step word problems using 

calculators; skills you will need in life not just in school. 

In science our plants are growing well in this fantastic weather and we looked at the structure 

of cells both animals and plants.  

We started our Employability qualification, logging onto START the careers site and creating 

our personal profiles. We are looking forward to building on this to get personalised advice and 

information to help us look to the future. 

Have a great weekend everyone and stay safe! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons 
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

Portugal Class 

mailto:matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Samoa 
Samoa have been busy developing their subtraction skills this week in maths, whilst creating 

some amazing similes and practising spelling homophones in English - in preparation for 

writing our own fairy tale stories next week. The ideas were flowing and we had some amazing 

creative comic strips produced! We learnt how to make a mood board in art, gathering lots of 

images of Andy Goldsworthy's work to inspire our art work for next week. We went on an 

adventure in the Abbot's Lea school grounds, through the woods on a sensory inspired trail. 

We designed our own religions in RE, there were some very interesting rules produced such 

as "Eat cake every day!" "Sleep for 12 hours per day" and "Play with sticks". Our superhero 

fitness session in the hall this week was based on Thor and Batman, whilst some opted to do 

a Dance session in Samoa class with Miss Loughran. Brilliant rhythm and timing everyone!  

History this week involved learning all about the origins of the First World War, and the different 

alliances involved. Some great fact recall! ICT skills were put to the test with all pupils creating 

a quiz to test each other's knowledge and understanding of Hans Christian Anderson's life and 

work. Well done Luke and Matthew for your victories! We finished setting up our profiles in 

employability to find out what kind of jobs we might be interest in as we get older. Finally, we 

discussed resolving conflicts with our friends, and communicated brilliantly playing board 

games to finish up the week!  

Have a great weekend Samoa - Stay Safe 🙂 

 
 
Tasmania 
In Tasmania, class this week we have been practising our Maths skills by measuring and 

counting ingredients to make rice crispy cakes and Oreo truffles. We also had a delivery of 

some new games which we have enjoyed practising our social skills with each other and other 

children in our zone. We have completed lots of sensory activities, we made sensory bags and 

enjoyed lots of sensory massage.  
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We have had another fantastic week in KS5 this week! Our students have been exploring their 

options to help shape their future by finding out about College options, Apprenticeships and 

Supported Internships. Each student has applied themselves excellently this week and many 

have considered new pathways that will help them navigate towards future destinations. We 

also started our academic qualifications this week with all students participating in Maths, 

English and ICT activities. Next week we will be looking at creating personalised plans for each 

student and begin drafting their own CV and career aspiration plans, exciting times ahead!  

 
Christmas Island 

This week Xmas Island have been exploring their options for when they leave Abbots Lea 

School. They have researched college courses from different colleges as well as learning the 

difference between apprentices and internships. Earlier this week, we had a visitor from City 

of Liverpool College giving us an insight on life as a college student. Unfortunately, we have 

had to temporarily close KS5 due to a member of staff having a confirmed case of Covid-19, 

however it has been a great week and we're looking forward to continuing to work from home 

next week. 

 
 
Malawi 
This week in Malawi, the students had a visit with Julie from The City of Liverpool College. 

They were given the opportunity to ask lots of questions about the college and their courses. 

All the students have been looking at exploring their options this week, researching colleges 

and potential courses/subjects they would like to study. Some students have begun looking 

into apprenticeships and internships too! It was fantastic to see our students so engaged and 

interested in their options after Abbots Lea.  

On Tuesday, a group of our students went to Everton community centre where they are 

completing Level 2 Fitness Instructor qualification and doing a bit of boxing! They are all really 

enjoying the sessions! We also started our maths, English and ICT lessons again this week!  

A great week overall, well done Malawi students for all your hard work!  

 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason 
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

mailto:Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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TO 
 

             Oscar 22 September 
Poppy 24 September 
Charlie 19 September 

 
 

Alexander 22 September 
Nathaniel 18 September 

 
 
 

 

We wish you all a Wonderful Birthday and have fun! 

 
                     

 

Happy Birthday! 



  
 

Page 19 of 23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Early Years and Key Stage One 

Ireland Harley For being a kind friend 

Wales Ted For trying really hard in our friendship lesson 

Nurture 

Spain Sam For having great manners and always being happy 

Cape Verde Ruben For Excellent effort and enthusiasm towards learning!  

Tasmania Frankie For making snack for all of Tasmania class 

Key Stage Two 

Italy Jason For staying positive and being happy! 

Portugal Riley For always being a kind friend 

France Jamal Always helping others in class 

Canada Andrew For always being positive and happy! 

USA John For being resilient during a house move and working 
hard in all lessons 

Key Stage Three 

Brazil Finley For settling in well at Abbots Lea and approaching 
activities this week with a positive attitude 

Peru Achille For being an excellent friend and being here every day 

Mozambique Mohamed For being a positive role model in class  

Botswana Molly For coming out of her comfort zone, coming into the 
school building and yard and meeting lots of staff and 
students. We are all so proud, well done Molly! 

Madagascar Marcus For great work in Maths this week 

Kenya Mason For being helpful in class to staff and other pupils 

Seychelles Kyle Worked really hard through difficult times  

Fiji Alex Alex has been fantastic this week and worked hard in 
all subject areas. When Alex has struggled, he has 
asked for help and allowed staff to support his 
understanding. Well done Alex, keep up the hard work! 

Key Stage Four 

Australia Kieran Amazing performance in our times tables rock stars 
battle with Samoa 

Papua New 
Guinea 

Tyler For having an enthusiastic attitude towards art 

New Zealand Nicholas Well done Nicholas you have been working hard every 
day and in every lesson. You take great pride in your 
work and have produced some fantastic work. Keep it 
up! 

Samoa Anthony For engaging with all lessons 

Key Stage Five 

Malawi Liam For giving a fantastic presentation on his experiences 
in an internship last year. Well done Liam!  

Christmas Island Arianne For asking some great questions to the student liaison 
officer from City of Liverpool College 

 

 

 

Students of the Week 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Week 2 Photos 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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