
 

  

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 
 
Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter.  
 
We have now reached the end of Term 3 and are all ready to start the half term break. The 
past few weeks were exceptionally busy in our learning activities and I want to congratulate all 
students on their successes to-date and thank all staff and families for their exceptional 
teaching and support. Thanks also to those who attended KS4 and KS5 Transition Information 
sessions held yesterday – it was so nice to see you all! A DREAM TEAM! 
 
School will close this afternoon and re-open on Monday, 22 February 2021. We will await the 

governmental announcement related to lockdown restrictions and I will write to you again if 

there is any change of plans for that first week back.  

I actively encourage all of the school staff to not check their emails during their holidays and 

so please note that all mailboxes are unlikely to be monitored or answered until we return to 

work. In an emergency, please use one of the following options: 

 If you need to report a positive coronavirus test for a student please message 
covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  
 

 If your email relates to a safeguarding matter please send to 
safeguarding@abbotsleaschool.co.uk and a member of staff will contact you, but 
please note that there is likely to be a delay to any such response. At any time, you 
can and may wish to consider referring the matter to Careline (24/7) on 0151 233 
3700. If you believe that a child is in imminent danger, call the Police on 999.  
 

 If your situation changes during the half term break and although you previously did 
not require a place on site for your child and you now do, please contact your Class 
Team. All such requests will be considered on Monday 22 February and the class 
team will contact you. 
 

 If your situation changes over the February half term break and although your child 
has been attending school, you now wish for them to remain at home, please email 
your child’s class team and reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk. Please note you will 
not receive a response until Monday 22 February 2021. Please cancel transport if 
your child uses it. 

 
Lastly, I wish you all a well-deserved break and I hope that, despite the restrictions in place, 
you manage to enjoy some quality time. 
 
With kindest regards and best wishes, 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 

Issue 21, 12 February 2021 

 

mailto:covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:safeguarding@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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11th February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
 
Thank you for your continued support in the fight against Coronavirus.   
 
Although the number of infections in Liverpool has reduced, the rate of reduction is once 
again levelling out. The number of infections is still too high and we all need to continue to be 
careful and stay safe.  
 
You may have seen some media around people in Liverpool being advised to get a PCR test 
if they have additional symptoms.  For clarity, we’ve outlined these additional symptoms and 
when people should get tested.  
 
Anyone experiencing the main symptoms of coronavirus must stay at home and get a test as 
soon as possible and remain in self-isolation until they get their results back. The main 
symptoms of coronavirus are: 
 
• a high temperature 
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours 
• a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means you cannot smell or taste 
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 
However, people who are sick with coronavirus may have other symptoms like the flu, 
including body-aches, headaches, sore throat and tiredness, shortness of breath, nausea or 
diarrhoea.  
 
If you have these symptoms it is important you also consider booking yourself a PCR test.   If 
you don’t have the main symptoms of coronavirus, you do not need to isolate until you get 
your result, however you do need to continue to take the usual measures to protect yourself 
and others from illness. 
 
If individuals haven’t got symptoms they shouldn’t use this route, and instead should go for 
asymptomatic testing in the usual way. 
 
Advice on how to book a test 
 
To book at test due to the above symptoms the process is the same.  Go to the following 
website, https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 
  
When you are booking a test, if you don’t have the classic symptoms, simply say you don’t.  

Letter from Liverpool City Council to Families 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 



  
 
 

 

 

Page 3 of 30 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few clicks later on the website, you can then choose the option which says: ‘My local 
council or health protection team has asked me (or someone I live with) to get a test, even 
though I do not have symptoms’. Alongside the vaccination programme, testing continues to 
be one of the most vital tools to help us reduce the spread of infection.  
 
We have extra testing capacity in the area for the next few days so we hope you will take 
advantage of this while it is available. 
 
  
Yours Sincerely, 
 
  
  
Matt Ashton 
Director of Public Health, Liverpool 
 
 
Steve Reddy 
Director of Children’s Services, Liverpool City Council 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY: 8:30am – 2:30pm 

 
Term ends: 12 February 2021 
February break: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021 
 
Term 4: 
Students return: 22 February 2021  
Term ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:00pm 
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021 
 
Term 5: 
Students return: 12 April 2021  
May Day: Monday 3 May 2021 
Term ends - 28 May 2021 
May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
 
Term 6: 
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return 
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme 
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET Day 
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week 
Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm 
19-20 July 2021 – INSET Days (worked as staff’ extended twilight days throughout the year) 
 
School holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020-21 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  8:30am – 2:30pm  
 
Term 1 
INSET – 1, 2, 3 September 2021  
6 September 2021– students return 
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 2:30pm 
Half term: 25-29 October 2021 
 
Term 2 
1 November 2021 – students return 
Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm 
Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022 
 
Term 3 
5 January 2022 – students return 
Ends: 18 February 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term: 21 – 25 February 2022 
 
Term 4 
28 February 2022 – students return 
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm 
Easter break: 11-22 April 2022 
 
Term 5 
25 April 2022 – students return  
May day: Monday 2 May 2022 
Ends: 27 May 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term: 30 May – 3 June 2022 
 
Term 6 
6 June 2022 – students return 
24 June 2022 – Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022), 
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers) 
8 July 2022 – End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS) 
11 – 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes) 
Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm 
Summer break: 15 July – 31 August 2022 (see below for start of school year 2022-23) 
INSET – 18, 19 July 2022 (worked in lieu during the academic year)  
 
 
Academic year 2022-23 
 
Term 1 
1 – 2 September 2022 – INSET 
5 September 2022 – students return 
Ends:  21 October 2022 
Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 2022 

2021-22 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Free access to online course for residents of Liverpool 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Dear Families 
 
I am delighted that our Evidence for Learning portal is now up and running and well-embedded 
in the classroom. 
 
I hope you are enjoying seeing the photos and videos of your children in school. Many of you 
have sent comments to say that they have been both nice to see, but also helpful in terms of 
sparking conversations at home, about your child’s day at school. 
 
I would like to thank those of you who have also uploaded your own photographs and videos. 
This helps us in school to talk to your children about their experiences at home. Please do 
continue to engage with Evidence for Learning, we love reading your comments and viewing 
your up-loads. 
 
If you need any support with accessing Evidence for Learning, or using it, please do not 
hesitate to ask your child’s class team. 
 
Warmest wishes for the coming week 
  
 
Mrs E Tobin 
Deputy Headteacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher 

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

mailto:deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


  
 
 

 

 

Page 8 of 30 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, Partners and Friends of Abbot’s Lea School 
 
Following our school activities in marking the Safer Internet Day 2021, I have reviewed the 
recent advances in research communities for ensuring safer internet for all. Out of many 
valuable initiatives, I have created this list of research projects to share with you: 
 

 Vulnerable Young People and Their Experience of Online Risks A summary of the 
results of a large scale questionnaire study exploring the digital lives of those who are 
vulnerable offline compared to those of young people with no difficulties, as well as the 
relationships between five types of vulnerability and four categories of online risk 

  

 Parenting for a Digital Future An overview of the key findings relating to the possible 
digital inequalities between more and less societally advantaged groups, focusing on 
gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status (SES), parental education, family composition, 
as well as special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities. 

  

 Children’s Data and Privacy Online: Growing Up in a Digital Age A summary of the key 
results relating to how UK parents view their own and their children’s digital privacy, 
sharing images of their children online, and how they negotiate new norms about 
parents’ roles in supporting their child’s safety and fostering their independence online. 
 

 Rules of Engagement: Family Rules on Young Children’s Access to and Use of 
Technologies A summary of the results of a project examining young children’s access 
to and use of digital technologies, as well as how parents mediated this use. 

 

 Find more research highlights at Safer Internet Website 
 
Do these projects inspire you to start your own actions or campaigns? Come and chat with me 
about the possibilities of leading your projects in our school and in the wider community.  
 
 
Miss Sara Muršić 
Head of Autism Research and Development 
 
 
 
 

Miss Sara Muršić, Head of Autism Research & Development 
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Head of Autism Research & Development 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/132-vulnerable-young-people-and-their-experience-online-risks
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/140-inequalities-how-parents-support-their-children%E2%80%99s-development-digital-technologies-parenting
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/139-what-do-parents-think-and-do-about-their-children%E2%80%99s-online-privacy-parenting-digital-future
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/134-rules-engagement-family-rules-young-children%E2%80%99s-access-and-use-technologies
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/134-rules-engagement-family-rules-young-children%E2%80%99s-access-and-use-technologies
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/research/research-highlight-series
mailto:sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


  
 
 

 

 

Page 9 of 30 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
February is LGBT+ history month and I would like to take this opportunity to highlight a number 
of excellent books that families can enjoy exploring with babies and children. Children are 
never too young to learn about difference, acceptance, tolerance and these excellent 
resources will intrigue and delight in equal measure. 
 
And Tango Makes Three 
Author: Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell Illustrator: Henry Cole 
Publisher: Simon and Schuster Children's Books 
Interest age: 3+ 
Reading age: 5+ 
Roy and Silo are two boy penguins who live in the zoo in New York's Central Park. This is a really 
delightful story and the message behind it is subtle. It's a true story, and you can learn more about it in 
a note at the end. 
 
Baby's First Words 
Author: Tessa Strickland and Kate DePalma Illustrator: Christiane Engel 
Publisher: Barefoot Books 
Interest age: 0-3 
Designed by a child development expert so it supports the way babies naturally learn language, this 
book is full of warm colours and down-to-earth glimpses of family life. There are over 100 words to 
learn in this sturdy board book. 
 
Made By Raffi 
Author: Craig Pomranz Illustrator: Margaret Chamberlain 
Publisher: Frances Lincoln Children's Books 
Interest age: 5+ 
Reading age: 5+ 
A delightful and gently revolutionary picture book that challenges our absurd notions about what 
constitutes 'normal' or 'appropriate'. 
 
Everywhere Babies 
Author: Susan Meyers Illustrator: Marla Frazee 
Publisher: Red Wagon Books 
Interest age: 0-3 
This gorgeous board book follows all sorts of babies – 'small babies, tall babies, winter and spring 
babies' – over the course of a year. It's a true celebration of babies and the joy and giggles they 
bring – and also highlights the diversity of everyday family life. 
 
Mommy, Mama and Me 
Author: Leslea Newman Illustrator: Carol Thompson 
Publisher: Tricycle Press 
Interest age: 0-3 
Reading age: N/A 
What a treat: a warm and adorably illustrated board book about a loving family which just happens to 
have two mums in it.  
 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Care and Safeguarding 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/a/and-tango-makes-three/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/b/babys-first-words/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/m/made-by-raffi/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/e/everywhere-babies/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/m/mommy-mama-and-me/
mailto:Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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This week has been a busy week for me for learning and I have attended several conferences, 

in a very different way than I have previously. All delivered remotely over a couple of hours 

instead of the usual visit to an external venue for a whole day. Personally, I found this far more 

efficient than a longer day out of the office as I was able to focus on the information I needed 

remotely while keeping things running on site. 

 

There is a lot of talk currently about how our experience under Covid will change our working 

practices moving forward and there is a lot of debate about what a "return to the office" will 

look like. It makes sense to embrace the positives we have gained during this period however 

we may see people going back to their comfort zone and doing what is familiar to them. Time 

will tell! 

  

Hope everyone has an enjoyable and relaxing half term break. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free school meal vouchers for the half term period will be sent home to all eligible families. 

These vouchers have been provided by Liverpool City Council. 

 

When we return after half term, we will go back to issuing vouchers to families via Edenred, 

the governments preferred supplier. We will issue these in the same way as previously so via 

email for the majority of families and by post for those who have requested this method. If 

anyone wishes to change how they receive their vouchers, please email 

support@abbotsleaschool.co.uk. 

 

We will look to issue one voucher covering the whole term, so potentially 5 weeks' worth. 

However, this is very much dependent on any government announcements about schools 

return dates, so voucher allocations will tie in with this. 

 

Again, support with IT equipment and mobile data is available for those families who need it. 

Please email support@abbotsleaschool.co.uk if this is required.  

 

 

School Business Support 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:support@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:support@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Ireland 

This week in Ireland class we have been recapping and practicing our phonics, we 
have been doing some white board phonics games, letter shape matching and sensory 
stand tracing. In Maths, we were learning all about shapes, how many sides they have 
and tracing around them. In art, we have been learning about colours and what 
happens when we mix colours together, making some Valentines craft’s. During life 
skills, we have been developing our self-care routine preparing our own snack, 
washing dishes, using the toilet and putting our coats on.  Outside we have enjoyed 
playing with the ice as our mini beasts were frozen inside to warm up after we had 
some hot chocolate. To celebrate Chinese New Year, we will be making some 
lanterns.  
We hope you all have a lovely break and look forward to seeing loads of pictures and 
stories when we return.  
Ireland Class 
 
Wales Onsite Learners 
Class Wales have had a brilliant week in school! In English, we read the Lost in the 

Toy Museum. We sequenced the story and acted it out. Class Wales has some 

amazing actors! In Maths, we explored 3D shapes. We discussed how many faces, 

sides and verities each shape had. We also went on a shape hunt to spot 3D shapes 

in our environment. In Art, we looked at Archimboldo's artwork. We created a portrait 

in his style by using fruit. In Science, we discussed what a healthy snack looks like. 

We then made our own healthy fruit kababs, we then tried all the different fruits and 

then decided on our favourite. On Tuesday it was Safer Internet Day! We explored 

different rules, which we need to follow to stay safe when we are on the internet. We 

then created our own tablet and included some of the rules we have learnt. To 

celebrate Chinese New Year, we listened to the first Chinese New Year story then 

made traditional Chinese lanterns! On Friday, we had our very own Valentine's Day 

party in class! We took part in a Valentine's Day phonics session and had a dance and 

some hot chocolate. We had a great time!  

We have had a great term and are looking forward to welcoming you back after the 

holidays.   

Have a lovely weekend and stay safe,  

Class Wales Team 😊 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Miss O’Neill  
 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Wales Home Learners 

Well done to all our EY/KS1 home learners who have been busy this week exploring 
Chinese New Year. We read the story of Dragon's in the city about a girl called Bo how 
she and her family celebrate Chinese New Year. We answered lots’ of questions about 
the story along the way. We explored China, learned some fun facts and then looked 
at how Chinese New Year is celebrated. We loved learning about the similarities and 
differences of it to festivals we celebrate in our own families. We explored Liverpool's 
China Town and used Google Earth to find key features and some of us drove there 
to look at them for ourselves. We read the story of The Great Race and how each year, 
named after an animal. We drew some of our favourite animals from the story and 
labelled them. We explored artefacts such as paper dragons, traditional Chinese 
clothes (red ones, to bring good luck!), lucky red envelopes and chopsticks, which are 
used to eat lots of delicious Chinese food at Chinese New Year. We made our own 
paper dragons in our art lesson focussing on the art of paper folding to make a 
concertina. In our maths lessons, we have been learning to describe 2D shapes.  

Have a wonderful half term break everyone, well done for working so hard at home 🙂  
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Italy and Portugal Onsite Learners 
This week in Italy/Portugal Class, we have had a very busy and fun week. We have 
been writing a report on Julia Donaldson and discussing our favourite of her books. 
In Math's we have been learning which objects are heavier and which are lighter. We 
used balancing scales to compare the weight of different objects in the classroom. In 
geography, we learnt all about where we live and completed a Kahoot quiz. We 
practiced lots’ of different cooking skills in Food Technology making fairy cakes. Well 
Done Italy and Portugal! 
 
France 
Hi France class, I cannot believe we are already at the end of term 3! It has been so 
lovely to see how hard all of you have worked at home and in school. This week we 
have completed our Julia Donaldson topic in English by writing a book report based on 
our favourite book from this half term. In Maths, we have had lots of fun comparing 
mass and capacity by weighing fruit on balance scales and filling up lots of containers 
with different amounts of water. On Tuesday, we learned all about Safer Internet day 
and spoke about the importance of not sharing information about ourselves online. The 
pupils then designed their own Internet Safety poster with rules for keeping safe. For 
Food Technology we continued with our measurement theme, we weighed and 
measured ingredients to make delicious fairy cakes. Wishing you all a restful half term. 

France class team 🙂 

 
Canada and USA Onsite Learners 
In USA/Canada class, we have had a great week of learning in school. To start our 
week, we made our own tasty pizzas and got to eat them at the end of the day – yum! 
We also used our online shopping skills to search for a birthday present for someone 
else, taking their age into consideration, in order to make an appropriate choice. On 
Tuesday, it was Safer Internet Day. We did several activities to ensure that everyone 
knew the importance of staying safe online. We completed word searches and 
comprehensions, and even found some pieces of information to read during our 
sensory circuit, which helped us to remember what to do if we feel unsafe on the 
internet. In our PE lesson, we had a split lesson of football and dancing. Everyone got 
to have a go at each activity and had lots of fun.   
On Wednesday, we thought about all the elements of planning a birthday party. We 
wrote out invitations, a shopping list of food and items we would need and thank you 
letters to our friends. In our Life Skills lesson, we discussed our feelings and how to 
regulate them in school. We also spoke about what makes a good friend, and how we 
can be a good friend each day. On Friday, we celebrated Chinese New Year and also 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell 
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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made Valentine’s Day cards for our loved ones. Well done everyone for a great week 
of learning – we hope you have a fantastic half term!  
 
Canada Homes Learners 
What a fantastic last week to Term 3! Again, Canada class have been working hard at 
home and being super. On Monday, we looked at Charlie and The Chocolate Factory 
and watched a clip from the old film (and we found out this was Mrs Orme's favourite). 
We then wrote a review all about the clip we had watched and discussed how we 
thought the people were feeling. In the afternoon, we had a chocolate bar quiz which 
made us all very hungry! We then designed our own chocolate bar and we had to think 
about what the packaging would look like and what flavour chocolate we would use. 
On Tuesday, we celebrated Safer Internet day together as a class, read a story and 
discussed all the different ways we can stay safe online. In the afternoon, we become 
Safer Internet Advisors and we gave advice to different problems that people had. On 
Wednesday, we said Goodbye to Miss Doyle who is leaving Canada Class to have a 
baby (how exciting) and hello to Miss Joyce who will be taking over from Miss Doyle 
after half term. We played a nice icebreaker game with Miss Joyce to get to know her. 
On Thursday, we had lots of fun playing a game we had never played before. It 
reminded Mrs Orme of a game she used to play when she was little, called 'Boy Girl'. 
In the afternoon, we had a scavenger hunt using our senses. On Friday, we had a 
special Code Breaker quiz linking up to our friends in school and we had to decipher 
all of the codes using the code breaker. We had lots of fun breaking all of the codes. 
In the afternoon, we finished the term by watching Mrs Tobin's assembly. We hope you 
have a well-deserved break and do lots of relaxing over the half term. We 
look forward to seeing you all again for some more remote learning on the first Monday 
back. Well done Canada Class! 
 
USA Home Leaners 
USA Remote Learners have had a brilliant week. We started the week by looking at 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. We read about the different chocolates that Willy 
Wonka made and the students used their amazing imaginations to create their own 
chocolate bar. We also took part in Internet Safety Day. We looked at how images are 
not always what they seem online and how many pictures have been changed to look 
more appealing. We looked at some before and after photo-shopped pictures and the 
students, where shocked by the changes made.  They had a very mature discussion 
about how this can affect the viewer’s mental health. We also looked at different scams 
that are online and how to make sure that we are using a trusted website. In Life Skills, 
we have been looking at how to resolve conflict and how to compromise. The students 
had some amazing ideas on how we can make sure we work together with no conflict. 
Well done USA. You have worked so hard! Have a fantastic half term! 
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Spain Home Learners 
This week Home Learners completed activities relating to Tabby McTat by Julia 

Donaldson, we have created wanted posters and looked at rhyming words. In Maths, 

we identified coins; in Geography, we completed a matching game around the flags 

and capitals in South America creating some South American Art. Our Life Skills lesson 

this week was about keeping safe at home. Spain Home Learners all worked out what 

animal they are ready for Chinese New Year this week. 

Home Learners spent Safer Internet Day learning about how to stay safe and recognise 

truthful behaviour on the internet. Tuesday morning Zoom quiz was all about Social 

Media Apps. 

Keep sending in your photos. 

Enjoy Half term and Stay Safe 

Spain Class Team 

Spain Onsite Learners 
Spain class on-site have had a really busy week. 
In English we have been reading the Super Worm story and made our own jelly worms. 
In Maths, we have been continuing our coin work. We held another mini tuck shop 
where we could all practice buying our own treats. 
We have learned all about magnets in science and practiced using them to find 
magnetic objects in our classroom. 
South America was still the topic for Geography and we learned about where 
Chocolate originates. On Tuesday, we went into the new Music room and took turns 
having a go on the Drums, Piano and Guitar. 
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Brazil 
This week in Brazil class, we have finished reading George's Marvellous Medicine. We 
have also celebrated safer internet day in Life Skills as the students identified fake 
news and ways in which we can act responsibly to stop the spread of fake news. This 
week we have enjoyed playing some social interaction games on Zoom such as 
'boy/girl' and Kahoot quizzes. The students have worked extremely hard this term, 
whether they have been on site, learning remotely or a bit of both, the staff in Brazil 
are very proud of the student's efforts and wish everyone a safe and restful half term. 
 
Peru 
Peru class have had a very productive week and have worked extremely hard, well 
done Peru! 
In Maths, we have been learning simple Division using pictures to help us solve our 
problems. 
In English we are continuing to read "Georges Marvelous Medicine" we talked about 
character profile and character description, this will help us work on our characters for 
our story boards, which we are creating to develop our Literacy skills. We have already 
had some great ideas! 
We enjoyed learning how to stay safe online and talked about how we can make our 
own devices safer to use without people looking at our personnel information. Peru 
class were very sensible and knew to inform an adult such as Parent/Carer, teacher if 
they had received inappropriate content. 
On Wednesday, we introduced Peru class to First Aid and getting help. We discussed 
different scenarios about what we would do if we recognised someone had been 
hurt/injured, pupils said they were looking forward to learning the practical side of First 
aid. 
In Mindfulness, we came up with suggestions on how we can stay calm and relaxed 
so we can concentrate on the here and now. Peru class recommended listening to 
nature and going on walks to help stop feeling anxious. 
Some great ideas! 

We wish Peru class a very safe and well-deserved half term break! 

Mozambique and Botswana Home Learners 
This week Botswana and Mozambique have worked together to research LGBT+ 
historical figures and to understand why we celebrate LGBT+ history month. In Maths, 
we had a go at creating our own Maths quiz using PurpleMaths and the maths we have 
studied this term. For online safety day, we discussed the different types of technology 

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson 

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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we use daily, and how we can become a good digital citizen. Botswana and 
Mozambique have worked super hard this week, well done!  
 
Mozambique Onsite Learners 
In Mozambique class in school, we have finished reading The Twits by Roald Dahl. Mr 
and Mrs Twits had the shrinks and disappeared in the end. Most pupils did not feel 
sorry for them as they thought that the Twits were quite mean to all the animals. We 
have completed some comprehension work on the chapters that we have read with a 
focus on giving full sentence answers with the correct punctuation. In maths, we have 
been continuing with our multiplications. Some of us have taken the challenge on doing 
column multiplications. We are finding it challenging at first, but with more practice, we 
will improve on our accuracy. In science, we have looked at the different adaptive traits 
of animals and plants in order to survive in different habitats or climates. We made rice 
crispy cakes in food tech and decorated them with icing and sprinkles. We have taken 
some home to show our parents as well as enjoying them for our snack. We have taken 
part on the Internet Safer Day event this week. We looked at how and why some 
information online can be unreliable. We talked about the impact this can have on 
our thoughts and feelings. Have a lovely half term everyone! 
 
Madagascar 
This week in Madagascar, we have been looking at poems in English. Using a word 
bank, we created our own acrostic poems. We have also been adapting our timetables 
using timetable rock stars. We have been exploring the history and story behind 
Chinese New Year. We have recreated artwork using Chinese symbols to write our 
names.  
Students also took part in internet safety day. Discussing the dangers of online safety 
around the different social media platforms the children use. We also took part in a 
Chinese taste testing activity to celebrate Chinese New Year and continued our 
development in George's marvellous medicine.  
Madagascar class has worked thoroughly hard throughout this term and we would like 
to thank all and parents and carers for supporting online learning. We hope you have 
a lovely half term holiday. 
 
Kenya 
Kenya have studied Division this week in Maths- we have consolidated prior learning 
and practised new strategies to divide larger numbers. In English, we have continued 
to read our story, Holes. Based on this, we completed comprehension tasks, creative 
writing and SPAG work. In Science, we explored the amazing adaptations that animals 
have developed to thrive in their environments. In Life skills, we practised first aid 
essentials in case of an emergency. In our topic work, we continued to look at how the 
Normans changed Britain, focusing specifically on the Battle of Hastings and the 
Bayeux tapestry. 
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Seychelles 
Seychelles started the week, reading the next instalment of 'The Iron Man'. The 
students produced some descriptive sentence work and then went on to create some 
hilarious restaurant menus for the Iron Man to enjoy. The staff did chuckle. 
'Safer Internet Day' saw us examining the use of images and how easily, they can be 
distorted. It produced some valuable discussion and some sound advice being 
generated. 
'Lifeskills' saw us looking at aspects of Zones of Regulation with some great discussion 
as to what events we may perceive as serious. It was nice to hear concern that a young 
girl losing her favourite plushie toy was seen as really serious but became much less 
so is perhaps less when put into a wider context of unfortunate events. It was good to 
see realisation that someone calling you names is merely unpleasant but is literally not 
the end of the world! 
We focused on our listening and directional skills with the challenge to draw objects on 
a page from a header. , help-out and look after those.  A valuable skill for life. 
Friday, we had our final class quiz before the half-term break.  
Stay safe, help-out and look after each other. 
 
Fiji 
Fiji class have rounded up on all outstanding work for term 3 this week. We have 

finished our guided reading book "Georges Marvellous Medicine". The students have 

thoroughly enjoyed the works of Roald Dahl and have used their own imaginations to 

write creatively throughout this term.  In Geography, we have looked at settlements 

and our local area. We have discussed Woolton Village and the services available to 

us. In RE we have focussed on The Great Wall of China and students have produced 

a fact file, which could be used in a tourism guidebook. Finally, the students on site 

have continued with the Chinese theme in food technology. They made the most 

amazing Salt and Pepper chicken with Rice! The students prepped, chopped and 

cooked all of the ingredients independently to make the dish. Overall, a fantastic term 

both onsite and remote. We are all truly missing every single member of Fiji class and 

hope we will be back together soon. Have a fantastic half term break Fiji Class!! 

Cape Verde 
This week in Cape Verde we have had looked at arrays in maths and practiced our 
multiplication skills. We then related this back to division facts. On ZOOM, we 
completed a home workout, which was brilliant and have worked hard on our Life skills 
learning how to complete household tasks independently. Wednesday was internet 
safety day and we looked at what information we need to protect online and discussed 
the benefits and disadvantages of being online. We have really enjoyed using jam 
boards in a zoom sessions to share information and ideas. We hope you have a restful 
half term and look forward to seeing our remote learners again on Monday 22 
February. 
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For information: Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 
college for September. 
 
https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  
 
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-
february/  
 
Australia Home Learners 
This week Australia have had an amazing last week before half term. We have looked 
at safer internet day. The pupils were amazing at identifying what things on the internet 
they can trust and what to do if they are not sure about things such as spam and 
viruses. We watched an LFC live stream for safer internet day too  
In maths, we have looked at an area of a circle, working out the radius and diameter. 
The pupils where then tasked with working on Seneca to show their understanding of 
circles.  
The class completed many jam boards, Mr Lyons had More or Less questions and the 
pupils chose which answer they thought was correct with Sticky notes.  
We had food tech this week where Miss Robertson made lemon cupcakes on zoom 
with the class. The pupils followed instructions really well. The cupcakes looked 
amazing! 
The pupils where tasked to research five Colleges and fill out a table to find the relevant 
information about each College. This is to prepare them for life after Abbot’s Lea 
School. 
We hope everyone has a lovely half term.  
 
Samoa Home Learners 
This week Samoa have had a really good week before half term next week.  
We have looked at the Perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes. The pupils 
completed amazing work for their follow up tasks.  
We also have looked at writing a review and the pupils wrote their own review on a 
film.  The pupils’ reviews demonstrated amazing work. Well done guys! 
For Safer Internet Day we looked at what this day is about and why it is important to 
know, what is safe and what is not on the internet.  
We made Valentines Jam Tarts or Valentines Art. They turned out looking amazing 
and we are sure they all tasted amazing too.  
We hope everyone has a good half term.  
Samoa Class Team! 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons 
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

Portugal Class 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
mailto:matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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New Zealand 
This week in New Zealand class we have been working on Area, Diameter, 
circumference and pi in maths, we have worked on letter writing in English and 
completed our Star reading and maths tests online.  
Hope you all have a restful break.  
 
Samoa, PNG, New Zealand and Australia onsite Leaners 
The students have been focusing on maths this week to really develop their 
understanding of calculating area and perimeter. They have successfully completed 
practice exam questions, which is great! Online safety has been a hot topic this week 
with Internet Safety Day on Tuesday and students demonstrated excellent skills when 
it comes to recognising threats online. Very impressive! We are reading "Wonder" 
by R. J. Palacio which has linked with a number of topics we are covering, including 
genetics in biology and ethics and equality in reflection time. The students are now 
looking at individual characters and comparing their book descriptions to the film of the 
book. A very rewarding week for all. 
 
Tasmania 
This week in Tasmania class, we have taken part in Internet Safety Day. We learnt all 

about our "Digital Footprint". We used a programme called Jam-board to share our 

ideas on the whiteboard about what is safe to share as public and as private on the 

internet. We then wrote on our digital footprints before hiding them around the school 

grounds for staff and students to trace. We have also been making pancakes in Food 

Technology. We made savoury pancakes and filled them with rice and chicken. We 

followed this with sweet pancakes where the students chose jam, lemon and fruit to fill 

up their pancakes.  

Papua New Guinea Home Learners 
Another busy week for PNG who have participated in many tasks. For example, for 
Maths, the students completed tasks for ‘Star Maths’. In English, PNG have continued 
to read ‘Blood Brothers’ and have answered comprehension questions in order to 
solidify their knowledge of the play. As well as this, the class discussed what their 
favourite film/ game or book and had to write short piece on the reasons why they like 
it.   
On Tuesday, as it was ‘Internet Safety’ day, the students looked at the importance of 
internet safety and the ways in which they can stay safe online. For Life Skills, the class 
considered how to make the most of leisure time. To do this, PNG had to take part in 
a relaxing activity a challenging activity and a new activity.   
And finally, in terms of improving their skills for the future, the class also explored their 
career aspirations and what they could do in the future. Well done PNG for all your 
hard work and enjoy your half term!   
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For information – Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 

college for September: 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  

https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-

february/  

Christmas Island and Malawi 
This week, KS5 have been engaging in National Apprenticeship week as well as Safer 
Internet day. We have been researching different apprenticeships and we all tuned in 
to the Liverpool FC safer internet live stream where we all learnt about and discussed 
how we can stay safe online. On Friday, we had a full KS5 zoom meeting where we 
talked to some of our friends and peers that we have not seen since before Christmas. 
 
Supported Interns 
This week Liam has been working outside, tidying up the grounds by cutting back and 
disposing of overhanging branches. He has also been working alongside his facilities 
colleagues, clearing out and cleaning the basement rooms in Abbot's Lea House; a 
really dusty job!  
 
Adam has continued to develop his skills in the kitchens and given the extra 
responsibility of brushing and mopping the kitchen and storeroom floors after service. 
Adam has also been working on his online courses. 
 
Aiden has ploughed on with the laptop updates and has worked with Jennie unpacking 
and setting up new IT equipment that school received this week. All three interns 
completed Maths, English and Employability lessons looking at written communication 
and converting weight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason 
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
mailto:Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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We live in a data-driven world! 
 
Almost every transaction and interaction you have with most organisations involves 
you sharing personal data, such as your name, address and birth date. You share data 
online too, every time you visit a website, search for or buy something, use social 
media or send an email. 
 
Sharing data helps make life easier, more convenient and connected. 
 
However, your data is your data. It belongs to you so it is important your data is used 
only in ways you would reasonably expect, and that it stays safe.  
 

 

Data protection law makes sure everyone’s data is used properly and 
legally. 
 
Wishing everyone a restful and safe half term break! 

 
Mrs K Adair 
Data Protection Lead 

 
 

 

Data Protection Lead 

 

Mrs Kim Adair 

E: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Secondary Department 
Leighton for 14 February  

Maksymilian for 16 February  

Louis for 18 February  

Liam for 21 February  

Harley for 23 February  

 

Primary Department 

Ben for 13 February  

Layal for 15 February  

Lucas for 16 February  

Wyatt for 23 February  

 
We wish you all a Wonderful Birthday and have fun! 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 
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 Early Years and KS1 
Ireland Charlie for completing his home learning activities 

Wales Logan for amazing maths work 

Nurture Provision 
Spain Jacob for never giving up and working hard all day to clear trees with his 

family  

Cape Verde Karim for his excellent communication this week!  

Tasmania Frankie for sharing his news from home with the class team  

Key Stage 2 
Italy Charlie for eager participation in geography  

Portugal Alice for joining Zoom sessions  

France Michael for writing a fantastic book report based on our Julia Donaldson 
collection! 

Canada Anthony for trying very hard whilst working remotely and sending in lots of 
lovely pictures of the activities him and his sister complete 

USA Joshua for listening  well in all of our zoom sessions 

Key Stage 3 
Brazil Imam for having an excellent attitude towards his activities and completing 

a fantastic internet safety poster 

Peru Achille for excellent work and joining in with zoom sessions  

Mozambique Maddie for working super hard with her remote learning all week  

Botswana Ciaran for giving 100% on zoom sessions 

Madagascar Marcus for excellent English work 

Kenya Mason for amazing topic work  

Seychelles Rhys for good, consistent contribution to class 'Zoom' (and for making an 
incredible chocolate cake with Mum) 

Fiji Troy Troy has put 100% effort into all of his work this week. He has 
been calm and respectful when in class and continued to be 
sensible during break/lunch times. Troy also read during an 
English Guided read this week which was a huge achievement. 
Well done Troy... Keep up the hard work  

Key Stage 4 
Australia Kieran for always joining in zoom and producing amazing food in food tech  

PNG Rhys for always taking part in zoom sessions and completing work on time  

Samoa Flynn for being proactive and working on his life skills at home 

New Zealand Natha for his consistent attendance on zoom sessions  

Key Stage 5 
Malawi Leon for his effort put in during his PE lesson this week 

Christmas 
Island 

Matthew for his fantastic commitment to remote learning  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Students of the Week 21 
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Week 21 Photos 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Wishing all our students, colleagues, families and friends a happy and 
restful half tem break! 

  
            

 
 


