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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 
 
Welcome to Term 4 and this week’s issue of my Head’s Weekly Newsletter.  
 
Term 4 is rather short with only four more weeks remaining. As a reminder: the term ends at 
1pm on Friday, 26 March 2021, and we then return to school after a fortnight’s Easter break, 
on Monday, 12 April 2021. There is, however, another date that is dominating all of our 
thoughts at present:  

 
On Monday, 8 March 2021, all students will return to Abbot’s Lea 
School for learning here on site!  
 
I know that many will be overjoyed (and that’s just the families!) but some may be a little 
anxious or even a touch rusty in the daily routines soon needed in readiness for school each 
morning. 
 
Whilst we are working on the details of the risk assessment, staff’ and secondary students’ 
testing facilities, I write to you to encourage those currently learning from home, to use the 
coming week to slowly re-balance your day, as well as sleep pattern, to make that return to 
school as positive and manageable as can be. 
 
What we must be mindful of, however, is that the reality around is still one of operating strict 
social distancing between Zones, Bubbles (classes) and that staff and students will still need 
to engage in increased hand washing, room ventilation and cautious interactions. We sadly 
still anticipate that there may be closures of some on-site provision from time to time although 
we hope that the Easter circuit breaker and the fact that many of the staff of Abbot’s Lea School 
have engaged in the Liverpool’s vaccination for special schools offer, will allow us to ride out 
this storm with fewer interruptions. 
 
We are currently reviewing our risk assessment and will update you as soon as it is published. 
In the meantime, I want to make expectations regarding the return to school on 8 March 2021 
clear:  
 

1. Attendance: All students are expected to attend full time (8:30-2:30pm to include 
transport support) 
 

2. Transport arrangements will be managed carefully with 8:30am arrival for all, and 
2:15-2:30pm being used for safe dismissal of various groups – starting with Zones 3 
and 6 at 2:15pm, Zones 4 and 5 at 2:25pm and Zone 2 at 2:30pm.  
 

3. Zones and Bubbles: All students will continue to learn in their usual classes (Bubbles) 
and within their usual Zones 
 

 
 

Issue 22, 26 February 2021 

 



 

 
Page 2 of 29 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Uniform: all students are expected to wear their full school uniform each day; on PE 
days, they must arrive at school in their PE kit and do not need to bring the formal 
uniform to change into. Please may I ask that all uniform items are labelled so that we 
can help return it if lost. 
 
We accept that some students may have outgrown their school uniform and we 
welcome donations of any such items, as long as they are in a good conditions for us 
to pass on to other students. Please bring all such donations to the Reception or send 
with your child when they are next on site. 
 
In light of the fact that we have a HUGE stock of second-hand uniforms here on site, 
we have now washed them all and will organise a sale during w/c 8 March 2021, with 
every items priced at £1 for families to buy.  
 
All that we need is for you to tell us what item you need and we will make sure we 
select the correct size for your child (they will be able to try them on if needed here on 
site). 
 
All proceeds will go to our school’s charity and will be put to good use to benefit our 
students in the future. 
 
Some families may also notice that their children’s school shoes are too small and yet, 
not all high street shops will re-open before 8 March 2021; if you are affected in this 
way, please do not panic. Please ensure that you send your child in suitable alternative 
footwear for now, whilst purchasing proper school shoes at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Lastly, as the weather changes, please note that, effective 8 March 2021, students may 
wear either winter or summer uniform – or a combination of both! – this, too should help 
families manage this strange time. 
 
What I do ask please is that we do not have any students turning up in their own clothes 
on either uniform or PE days, with the latter never permitting any football/rugby or other 
such kit (apart from sports shoes). 
 
A schedule of uniform and PE days will follow for each class to help families support 
the correct dress code on each school day. 
 

5. Testing for secondary students – thank you for taking part in the survey sent out 
before half term break. We are still in communication with Liverpool Public Health about 
the testing for students in specialist schools and any potential support from the NHS 
for this, and I will write to you as soon as possible next week. All testing will, of course, 
be voluntary. 

 
A lot of information – and I hope it helps us all focus our minds! Thank you in advance for your 
support. 

 
With kindest regards and best wishes, 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
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Dear Families 
 

World Book Day takes place on Thursday 4 March 2021, and we would like to invite you to 

join us in helping your child to make the most of this special occasion. World Book Day 

celebrates the joy and value of books and reading, especially for children.  

As my Head Girl Megan said to me in our conference call this morning:  

“When times are tough, reading can really help. The power of imagination – your own 

and the author’s - can take you to truly magical places and help you temporarily leave 

your worries behind and gain a new perspective on life…” 

Sean, my Head Boy added:  

“Megan and I have an important leadership role to play. Even though we are all tired, 

bored and worried due to the pandemic, we are passionate about helping younger 

students feel happier and care-free. As seniors, we can share with them our favourite 

books from our childhood and even read to them (in person or via Zoom, if 

necessary), so that we inspire their love of reading.” 

Normally, nurseries, schools and libraries across the UK celebrate World Book Day with a 

huge range of events and activities. This year, we anticipate that we will continue to operate 

under the current lockdown conditions on that special day, but we will not let it stop us from 

spreading the love of reading in any way we can! Therefore…. 

On 4 March 2021, all students – whether attending our onsite provision or learning 

remotely – are invited to dress up as a character inspired by their favourite character 

or a theme.  

Families can join us by building their child’s enthusiasm for books. Children are never too 

young to start their journey with books, and the benefits of reading are enormous, so we hope, 

like us, you will use World Book Day to celebrate it with your child. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 
 
  

World Book Day 2021 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY: 8:30am – 2:30pm 

 
 
Term 4: 
 
All students return to onsite learning: Monday, 8 March 2021, 8:30am 
Term ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:00pm 
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021 
 
Term 5: 
 
Starts: 12 April 2021  
May Day: Monday 3 May 2021 
Term ends - 28 May 2021 
May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
 
Term 6: 
 
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return 
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme 
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET Day 
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week 
Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm 
 
School holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2020-21 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  8:30am – 2:30pm  
 
Term 1 
INSET – 1, 2, 3 September 2021  
6 September 2021– students return 
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 25-29 October 2021 
 
Term 2 
1 November 2021 – students return 
Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm 
Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022 
 
Term 3 
5 January 2022 – students return 
Ends: 18 February 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 21 – 25 February 2022 
 
Term 4 
28 February 2022 – students return 
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm 
Easter break: 11-22 April 2022 
 
Term 5 
25 April 2022 – students return  
May day: Monday 2 May 2022 
Ends: 27 May 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 30 May – 3 June 2022 
 
Term 6 
6 June 2022 – students return 
24 June 2022 – Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022), 
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers) 
8 July 2022 – End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS) 
11 – 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes) 
Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm 
Summer break: 15 July – 31 August 2022 (see below for start of school year 2022-23) 
INSET – 18, 19 July 2022 (worked in lieu during the academic year)  
 
 
Academic year 2022-23 
 
Term 1 
1 – 2 September 2022 – INSET 
5 September 2022 – students return 
Ends:  21 October 2022 
Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 2022 

2021-22 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Why not join us for a lunchtime story… 
 

Each Wednesday at 12 noon, Fadumo and Irene will share stories, songs 
and rhymes in both Somali and English. What better way to begin lunch 
hour. Suitable for children 3-7 years  
 
As this is an online storytelling, parents, carers or other supervising adult 
must be present.  
 
Remember: teddies are invited to listen too!  
 
  
 
February 24, 2021 12:00 PM London 
 
Register in advance for this meeting: 
 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEtceygrzsiGdTIekehGmrpWIkgUHn0e
vas  
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining this session. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Storytime Session 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEtceygrzsiGdTIekehGmrpWIkgUHn0evas
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEtceygrzsiGdTIekehGmrpWIkgUHn0evas
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Dear Families 
 
Global Scouse Day 
 
Global Scouse Day is an annual celebration of the city of Liverpool which is held every year 
on February 28th. 
 
It is primarily based around scouse: the meat (or veggie) stew that is synonymous with the city, 
and sees bars, cafes and restaurants in Liverpool and around the world put scouse on the 
menu for the day. Scouse is also served in Liverpool schools, hospitals, and on Virgin trains 
nationwide.  
 
Global Scouse Day began with a “scouse supper” with friends held every year on Liverpudlian 
adventurer Graham Hughes‘s birthday. When he left the country in December 2008, Laura 
Worthington (of Laura’s Little Bakery fame) thought it would be fun to continue the tradition in 
his absence. 
 
Over the course of the following five years, Global Scouse Day grew from a small gathering to 
an event that captured the city’s imagination… with over 100 bars, restaurants and cafes 
putting scouse on the menu on February 28th, and saw support from the Lord Mayor of 
Liverpool as well as Everton and Liverpool football clubs. Since then, Global Scouse Day has 
become an annual fixture, raising funds for R Charity, The Whitechapel Centre, Clatterbridge 
Cancer Centre, and providing free food to the city’s homeless. 
 
At school, we are delaying our celebration of Global Scouse Day until all our students return 
on 8 March. Here is how we will be marking the occasion at Abbot’s Lea School: 
 

 28 Feb – global scouse day! This Sunday 

 1 March – we will talk about “Scouse” in our lessons – either onsite or offsite. We will 
discuss aspects such as the recipe, ingredients and its heritage. 

 Tuesday 9 March – Students will prepare the scouse in classrooms. This will be 
slow-cooked overnight 

 Wednesday 10 March – Students will serve the scouse to staff in their Zones. Staff 
may wish to make a voluntary contribution – all money will go to The Whitechapel 
Centre 

 
Warmest wishes for the coming week 
 
Mrs E Tobin 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher 

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

https://grahamdavidhughes.com/
https://www.lauraslittlebakery.com/
mailto:deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Dear Families, Partners and Friends of Abbot’s Lea School 
 
I am sure you have seen our new outdoor learning area. It has been designed to support 
exploration, learning and play, while enjoying the benefits of being outdoors. These activities 
are shown to be beneficial in numerous studies conducted around the world.   
 
Learning outdoors is healthy 
 
Learning outdoors is active and increases students’ physical, mental and social health.  Some 
studies have even shown follow-up (e.g., non-school) physical activity increases with outdoor 
learning. Access to nature has also been shown to decrease the symptoms of ADHD. Outdoor 
learning and access to nature also decrease stress levels of students and teachers.  
 
Learning outdoors supports child development 
 
Children greatly benefit developmentally from being outdoors. Outdoor education and play 
support emotional, behavioural and intellectual development. Studies have shown that 
students who learn outdoors develop a sense of self, independence, confidence, creativity, 
decision-making and problem-solving skills, empathy towards others, motor skills, self-
discipline and initiative.  
 
School performance increases when children learn outdoors 
 
A number of studies have documented increased school performance through outdoor 
education. Research has document increased standardized test scores, enhanced attitude 
about school, improved in-school behaviour, improved attendance and overall enhanced 
student achievement when students learn in and about nature.  In addition, outdoor education 
effectively employs a greater range of children’s intelligences. Many researchers contribute 
the increase in performance to increased relevance and hands-on experience of learning 
outdoors.   
 
Instead of a conclusion, I would like to encourage our students to never stop playing.  
 
Indoors or outdoors, “play is the highest form of research” (Albert Einstein). 
 
 
Miss Sara Muršić 
Head of Autism Research and Development 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Sara Muršić, Head of Autism Research & Development 
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Head of Autism Research & Development 

mailto:sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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It is hard to believe that week 1 of this short 5-week term has already flown by. As ever, this 
has been a week full of achievements and challenges and I am looking forward to a restful 
weekend.  
 
One thing I have noticed is how the change in the weather from freezing temperatures to spring 
like sunny afternoons has done much to lift my spirits. The mornings are getting lighter and 
even driving home in daylight feels like a treat.  
 
Many people feel like they have more energy when the winter months pass and I am certainly 
one of them. There have been times over the last few months when the battery has felt very 
low and no amount of sleep is restorative. When you add in the positive news about the 
reduction in Covid-19 infections and the re-opening of schools and then society, it feels there 
is much to celebrate and look forward to right now. 
 
Retaining a positive mind-set can be a challenge in the long dark nights of winter so let us all 
look forward to a more positive and less challenging period of the year. The return of all 
students on 8 March is exciting and I cannot wait to reconnect with students face-to-face (albeit 
from behind a mask!).  
 
All staff will be on hand to support students and families with any worries or anxieties they may 
have and we will continue to uphold the very highest standards of cleanliness and sanitising 
throughout the school. It is my hope that we are leaving lockdown for the final time and if 
everyone continues to behave in a safe manner then it is likely that the return to a ‘normal’ life 
isn’t too far away.  
 
The last 12 months have certainly been the toughest period in my professional and personal 
life but I believe I have grown and am stronger from the experience. We must always try and 
find a positive in negative situations and allow ourselves to feel proud that we have survived 
the tests that life throws at us.  
 
Our students should feel the same sense of achievement and pride too as they have been 
fantastic and demonstrated maturity and resilience beyond their years. Well done everyone! 
  
 
Ms A Twomey 
Head of Care and Safeguarding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Care and Safeguarding 

mailto:Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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I would like to welcome everyone to our new term and also welcome some new staff to the 
team.  Joining us are: 
 

 Miss Davin who joins us as a TA in Wales class. 

 Miss Powell who joins us as a TA in Spain class. 

 Miss Lea who joins is as a TA in USA class. 

 Miss Joyce who joins us as a HLTA in Canada class. 

 Miss Laird who, after a short period in Peru class will be joining Mozambique class. 

 Miss Wilson who joins us as a TA in Madagascar class. 
 

        
  
On behalf of our school community, I would also like to say goodbye and good luck to one of 
our cleaners Dawn Fitzsimmons who has retired after a period of ill health. You will be missed 
by your colleagues and we hope you are looking after yourself and will come and visit us soon 
to say a proper goodbye. 

 
Finally, I would like to draw your attention to some new exciting vacancies, which are now 
available. We have taken the decision to bring in house and extend our therapeutic provision 
for students with the recruitment of an Educational Psychologist, Psychotherapist, Speech and 
Language Therapist and Occupational Therapist who will work 5 days a week during term time. 
If you or any of your contacts would be interested further information is available on our 
website.  
 
Mrs M Griffiths 
Head of HR 
 

 

 

School Business Support 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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We had a lot going on over half term and I just wanted to share with you all two of them, which 

will improve things on site for different reasons. 

 

Firstly, we welcomed Bullough's as our new cleaning contractor. The tender process is using 

Liverpool City Council's framework, and Bullough's provided the best bid in terms of cleaning 

support and financial cost. Part of the bid was new machinery for cleaning floors etc… and we 

have really noticed the difference. We are looking forward to working with them for many years 

to come. 

 

Secondly, we had Eden Play on site installing for us a fantastic outdoor nature area. This will 

allow our students and staff to make the most of our wonderful outdoor space and learn 

surrounded by nature. The finished area looks amazing, and you can view a video of it 

at https://twitter.com/i/status/1363180284112437253 Thank you again to all the team at Eden 

Play. 

  

             
 

 
 

Mr Andrew Cocklin 

Head of Finance and Operations 

  

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1363180284112437253
mailto:andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Ireland 

This week in Ireland class, we have been learning all about colours. In Art, we have been 
mixing chalk outside to make different colours, made some pictures using paint and mixed 
flowers with playdough. During circle time, we have been learning nursery rhymes and singing 
along to them with our friends. We visited out library and looked at all of the different books 
and chose some to bring back to class. In Maths, we have been doing colour sequences, 
counting and interactive games on the computer. During Music, we went to our music cabin 
and explored all the different instruments and the sounds they make. Outside we mixed some 
paint and shaving foam to make fluffy paint.  
Have a lovely weekend 
Ireland Class 

 
Wales 
We have had an exciting week in Wales Class. Our new topic this term is Our City. We will be 
exploring the differences between Liverpool and Paris! In English, we have watched an 
information video about Liverpool and explained our favourite places to visit in Liverpool. We 
also went on a hunt around our classroom to find pictures of famous landmarks in Liverpool. 
In Maths, we have been focusing on our 2s and 5s times tables. We have recited them as a 
class using flipper flappers! We also ordered our 2s and 5s up to 100. Some of us coloured 
the times tables on a 100 square a spotted the pattern! In Music, we listened to Spring by 
Vivaldi and drew pictures to represent how the music made us feel. In Science we also looked 
at signs of Spring, in our environment, we discussed which sign was our favourite and drew it. 
In PSHE, we explored what are secrets and what is a good or bad secret to keep.  
We have had a brilliant first week back and looking forward to next.  
Have a lovely weekend  
Wales Class Team  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Key Stage News and Updates 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Miss O’Neill  
 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Italy and Portugal Onsite Learners 
Italy and Portugal Class have had a very busy first week back. We started our new 
topic of The Victorians. We learnt all about the life of rich and poor Victorians and 
compared them to our lives. We also read the story of the tortoise and the hare, we 
discussed how it is important to never give up and always keep going. In maths, we 
have been learning about money looking at all the different coins. Well done for a 
super first week back!  
 
France 
Hi France class, we have had a great first week back this term! In Maths we have been 
learning about Pictograms, creating our own based on our favourite animals. For 
English we have started our Fables theme, focusing on the Hare and the Tortoise this 
week. The pupils have worked hard, to learn and retell the Fable and have all 
understood the important moral behind the story. In Art, we have been learning about 
portraits and how they show emotions. The pupils created some wonderful self-
portraits linked with their emotions from the Zones of Regulation. For History, we have 
started our Victorians topic, learning all about life of rich and poor Victorians. Keep up 
the hard work class France! 
 
Canada Onsite Learners 
Pupils in Canada, working on site, have been taking part in lots of different activities. 
In English, we looked at some of Aesop's Fables including 'The boy who cried wolf' 
and 'The Tortoise and the Hare'. The pupils were story sequencing and we discussed 
about the moral of the fables. In Maths, we looked at tally charts and did an introduction 
in pictograms. We had lots of fun discovering what each person's favourite food and 
colour is by using tally charts. We also discussed about the differences between city 
and countryside and looked at the different buildings, which can be found, in a City. 
Pupils on site have worked really hard and had lots of fun this week. 
 
USA 
We have had a brilliant week of learning in USA class this week. On Monday, we looked 
at the story of ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’ in English, and thought about what it means 
to tell the truth. Jacob read out the story to the class and did so fantastically! We also 
started a project based on cities and began by thinking about the differences between 
cities and the countryside. On Tuesday, we discussed what we did over half term and 
then played dodgeball in P.E. Everyone loved this – we cannot wait to play again next 
week! In the afternoon, we made our own burgers from scratch. Everyone tried their 
burgers and said they were delicious! 
On Wednesday, we revisited ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’ and this time, John read 
brilliantly to the class. This time is was a PowerPoint version instead of the book. For 
our project, we looked at our own city and learned about the important features and 
landmarks that make it unique. We did a scavenger hunt, searching inside and outside 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell 
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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the classroom for features of cities. We then played a game of pairs, seeing who could 
match the name of the shops to the correct picture. In Maths, we looked at tally charts 
and used objects and coloured lolly sticks to create our own tallies.  
In our Thursday Life Skills session, we did some online shopping to see which shop 
was the cheapest between Asda and Tesco (it was Tesco!) and learned how to set the 
table correctly. Well done USA! We are very proud of you and hope you keep up the 
good work next week.  
On Friday, we introduced a new fable story ‘The Hare and the Tortoise’ and the 
meaning behind that story. We also did some artwork based on different Liverpool 
attractions, using different materials.  
 
USA – Home Learners 
USA remote learners started the week by looking at fables. We read The Little Red 
Hen and looked at the lessons we could learn from this. The students really enjoyed 
this and wanted to look at another fable, so we read The Fox and the Crow. We have 
also looked at money in Maths. The students set up a shop in their homes and we 
bought items off each other over zoom. The students had to work out how much the 
items cost all together and how much change to give. In Life Skills, we have looked 
how to help in the home. We learnt how to correctly set a table and the students did 
this to help in their home. We have also looked at how to be safe with electricity around 
the home. The students were safety inspectors and picked out some unsafe situations 
off a picture. We have started looking at the Victorians in History. We have looked at 
how the Victorian time was so different for rich and poor people and the difference 
between Victorian homes and our homes today. Well done USA Remote Learners, you 
have been amazing this week! 
  
Spain Home Learners 
Congratulations to Spain Class Home Learners another great week of Home 

Learning,  you are doing great completing the daily Life skills challenge, over the Home 

Learning you have been set 30 life skills challengers WOW this is great so keep 

practicing these skills! 

This week we have been looking at Fables, number bonds to 10, Victorians and finding 

signs of Spring in their homes and local areas.  

Keep sending in your photos! 
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Brazil 
This week in Brazil we have discussed what we got up to during half term, we then 
wrote this up on Seesaw and presented it to the rest of the class. We have also started 
looking at shapes and we have been able to identify both 2D and 3D shapes and count 
some of their properties. In Life Skills, this week we have focused on money and have 
discussed the ways in which money is earnt and spent, additionally we have looked at 
budgeting and completed an activity where we had a set budget to host a pizza night. 
The students in Brazil have worked very hard this week and we are looking forward to 
seeing as many students as possible on Zoom next week." 
 
Peru Home Learners 
This week Peru class have continued working remotely talking about things they have 
been doing over half term. Maths we have been looking at 2D and 3D shapes 
identifying the shape and how many faces and corners they have. Life skills we looked 
at money and where money comes for, how we can budget our money and how we 
can save money. Have a lovely restful weekend.   
 
Peru and Brazil Onsite Learners 
Peru and Brazil class onsite this week have been learning about our new topic ‘Our 
City’ we have been looking at the Liverpool Blitz and how it affected people in Liverpool. 
We have made homemade burgers and dressed the buns with a garnish of our choice. 
This week we have watched Newsround daily and had a circle time to follow where we 
discussed the main topics highlighted. It was great to hear everyone’ opinions.  In P.E 
we played dodge ball and badminton there was a few red faces at the end of the 
session as we built up a sweat  
  
Botswana Home Learners 
Botswana class have come back after half-term ready to learn! In Literacy this week, 
we have practiced our spellings, looked at a wordless short film clip and then had to 
retell the story in our own words. We then had a go at writing a diary entry in the 
perspective of the boy from the story. In Maths, we started learning all about properties 
of 2D shapes. We have learnt about what shapes are quadrilaterals and the properties 
of these. Some of us learnt about new shapes such as a parallelogram, trapezium and 
trapezoid. We then looked at the properties of a triangle and had to classify triangles 
based on their properties. In life skills, we had great discussions around where money 
comes from and where we get it. This then led to aspirations for the future and different 
job roles. We then had to compare two different job roles and then think about 
transferrable skills - kindness and compassion was a common discussion point!  
 
  

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson 

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Botswana Onsite Learners 
Onsite this week we have been using thesauruses to turn ‘boring’ words into more 
interesting words that we are going to use in our writing. We have learnt the features 
of narrative stories and recounted a short story called ‘The Haunted Forest’. This 
inspired us to take a little woodland walk around the school woodland area – it was 
muddy, but the fresh air was enjoyable. In Maths, we recapped our 2D shapes, 
discussing the different properties. We have also been practicing our ‘measuring with 
ruler’ skills in Maths as well as measuring objects and areas with our hands and feet 
and discussing why we all got different measurements. In history, we recapped 
Liverpool during the blitz and created a PowerPoint presentation including voice overs 
highlighting the key events. In food tech, we planned a picnic and discussed what the 
most common food is for a picnic. We identified what equipment and ingredients are 
needed and created a step-by-step guide. Following this we made our own sandwiches 
and enjoyed them on our ‘carpet picnic’ whilst doing some guided reading – another 
chapter of our George’s Marvellous Medicine book.    
 
Mozambique Onsite Learners 
This week we have looked at hazards around the home and the differences between 
different emergency services. We have also started a new story - Number 1 car spotter!  
 
Madagascar 
Onsite this week students have been using thesauruses to change ‘boring’ words to 
more interesting ones and have included these new words in their writing. We have 
learnt about the features of narrative stories and recounted a short story called ‘The 
Haunted Forest’. This inspired us to take a little woodland walk around the school 
woodland area – it was muddy, but the fresh air was enjoyable. In Maths, we recapped 
2D shapes, discussing their different properties. We have also been 
practicing  ‘measuring with a ruler’ as well as measuring objects and areas with our 
hands and feet and discussing why we got different measurements. In art, we have 
looked at famous graffiti art around our city, Liverpool. We then created our own ‘graffiti 
walls’ of names, characters and self-portraits. In history, we recapped Liverpool during 
the blitz and created an information booklet highlighting the key events. In food tech, 
we planned a picnic discussing what the most common food found in a picnic. We 
identified what equipment and ingredients are needed and created a step-by-step 
guide. We then made our own sandwiches and enjoyed them on our ‘carpet picnic’ 
whilst doing some guided reading – another chapter of our George’s Marvellous 
Medicine book.   
Whereas those students learning remotely have continued to explore the column 
method of answering times tables questions in Maths. Students also practiced their 
times tables using Times Table Rockstars and recapped addition and subtraction using 
Numberbots. In English students looked at a short story "The Lighthouse" students 
could then recount this story in writing or by using a storyboard or newspaper article. 
Students were free to expand up the details included in this short story, to alter its 
outcome or to write the next chapter in this story. Although only expected to choose 
one of these methods many of the students incorporated more than one of these ideas 
into their stories. In Science, students have explored the Solar System creating fact 
file or quiz or even designing their own planet and in Life skills students practiced telling 
the time recapping O'clock and half past before exploring 5 past, 10 past etc. All and 
all a very busy first week back. 
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Kenya 
It has been a nice first week back after half term. The week seemed to have gone so 
quickly. This week we looked at the rules for punctuating direct speech. We discussed 
how the characters say something can inform us about their personalities. We also 
looked at powerful verbs for the word ‘said’ and talked about how we can add 
descriptions of the characters’ actions using prepositional phrases. We have read up 
to chapter 41 on Holes. It was lovely to hear the pupils taking turns in reading aloud. 
The story is becoming more interesting as it unfolds. We made some inferences and 
links in the story about how the onions might help with Zero’s bad stomach like the way 
it did with Mrs Tennyson’s daughter in the past. We are looking forward to finding out 
if Stanley’s family curse is lifted, after carrying Zero up the mountain and drinking the 
water from the top of the mountain.  
We played a social interactive game on Zoom called ‘Alphabet Animals’ in which we 
had to take turn in coming up with a name of an animal that starts with the ending letter 
of the previous animal. We ended up with T-Rex which left us with the letter x for our 
next animal. We really struggled, but in the end, we found a squirrel that lives in 
burrows in Africa called Xerus.   
 
Seychelles 
This week in Seychelles, we have had a great week on zoom. In English we talked 
about what we had enjoyed doing over the half term break, and shared with each other 
what we had all been up to! We also continued to read the story ‘The Iron Man’ and 
looked at similes. In Maths, we have been looking at different shapes and played a 
game of shapes bingo, which we all took part in and really enjoyed! We have also been 
talking about our emotions and how other people might feel too. In our Life skills lesson 
we have been discussing money and what jobs we would like to have in the future. We 
have also begun to look at our city during our History and Art lessons too. Everyone 
has worked really hard again this week well done Seychelles class! 
 
Fiji 
A great first week back for class Fiji. We have begun our English topic "Creative 

writing". The students have enjoyed analysing emotive language in "The Alchemists 

Letter" and practiced continuing a story using emotive language to hook the reader 

and set a scene. We have also started our new Maths unit of work "Shape, Area & 

Perimeter and Angles". The students have enjoyed using various resources to support 

their understanding of 2D shapes and their properties. Finally, in History we have learnt 

all about World War 2. The students’ are very knowledgeable in this area and have 

made suggestions based on their knowledge about what they would like to learn about 

next. We have decided we may create a short movie, featuring key facts and 

information. We will keep you update weekly and on Evidence for learning.  

Cape Verde 
Term 4! How are we over halfway through the school year? We hope you had a restful 
half term and managed to enjoy the milder weather. This week Cape Verde in school 
have enjoyed a food tech lesson around the zones of regulation, decorating various 
biscuits to represent the various zones we may feel throughout the day, we had a great 
chat about what helps us in the various zones, please check the evidence for learning 
app for photographs of this. We have really enjoyed our new topic ‘Urban Pioneers’ 
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this week, we’ve looked closely at art around Liverpool and even created our own 
artwork on the wall outside of class. We have completed our own version of Andrew 
Peters poem, ‘Last night I saw the city breathing’. Great work class.  
Online this week we have completed our daily life skills tasks from mopping/hoovering 
in the house to practicing our shoelace tying. We have practiced Area in Maths and 
utilised google Jamboard while talking about fair trade fortnight, some fantastic 
persuasive writing to supermarket bosses asking for fair prices for farmers. Excellent! 
  
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For information: Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 
college for September. 
 
https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  
 
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-
february/  
 
 
Australia 
It has been a good challenging week of learning for Class Australia. We have begun a 
new project looking at the heart and exploring it through various different subjects. For 
example, we looked into the beat of the heart as part of a Music lesson. Then we also 
made a homemade model of the heart using our Art skills and various objects from 
home. We have also investigated the parts of and functions of the heart through 
Science. A great week of learning. Well done Class Australia.  
 
Samoa 
We hope everyone had a restful half term! 
We started this week looking at the opening scene to Oliver Twist. The pupils were 
able to point out the contrast of the rich and the poor and were able to discuss the era 
in which Charles Dickens was alive.  
In Maths this week, we have been looking at coordinates. When finding the coordinates 
the pupils quickly picked up to go along the X axis first and then the Y axis. Their Purple 
Mash work shown great understanding of coordinates, well done guys! 
We have looked at Banksy for Art this week. We discussed what we think the meanings 
behind some of his most popular pieces of art. The pupils where tasked with creating 
a mood board about Banksy and what inspires them.  
We have looked at David Attenborough and the work he is doing to help save the 
planet. We discussed how we can help save the planet and why the population rate is 
increasing. 
We have had a super week and we hope everyone has a lovely weekend. 
Samoa Class Team! 
 
 
New Zealand 
New Zealand class have spent some time this week looking at Functional Skills English 
and the Speaking and Listening part of the assessment. We have had informal 
discussions with picture prompts and the students have planned for a formal 
discussion. It has been interesting looking at body language, tone, bias, and how they  
can affect our contributions to a discussion. To develop letter-writing skills, students 
have written an informal letter to a friend, describing how Lockdown 2021 has been for 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons 
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

Portugal Class 
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them. Some interesting and insightful work has been produced. In science, we have 
researched the cardiovascular system and the two circuits in our bodies 
which oxygenate blood and deliver blood to our cells and organs. Students have 
produced their own drawings of the heart, some with lots of detail. Well done everyone, 
at home, for your contributions this week. 
 
Tasmania 
This week in Tasmania class, we have been doing some food technology. We 

budgeted for and made egg fired rice and sweet and sour chicken. Our students had 

a go at using chop sticks and we practiced with counters before we tried the food! We 

also made some story boards where the students acted out some emotions and wrote 

the story underneath the pictures. We made good use of the large world map this week 

by locating places around the world where Dinosaur fossils have been found. Some 

students took the extra challenge of finding out how long by air travel it would take from 

Liverpool to the different places.  

Papua New Guinea 
Welcome back PNG! After a restful half term, the class got right back into completing 
lots’ of tasks. For example, in Maths we have looked at how to calculate area and 
perimeter of 2D shapes. In ICT, the students have been focusing on their researching 
and editing skills when looking at planning journeys or creating leaflets. In life skills, 
we have looked at setting SMART targets and carried out activities that would help us 
achieve our chosen targets. As well as this we have now finished Blood Brothers and 
discussed what we thought of the play overall. Finally, looking towards the future, the 
students had the opportunity to access zooms in order to gain information for the likes 
of City of Liverpool College and Greenbank College.   
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For information – Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 

college for September: 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  

https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-

february/  

Christmas Island and Malawi 
This week in key stage 5 we have started planning our next employability project. Our 
theme is Easter, and the students will be choosing a product to make, market and sell 
to other students/families in the school. We've very excited about some of the ideas 
the students are coming up. 
 
Supported Interns 
This week our Interns have been talking about and planning their next steps. We have 
great news and are pleased and proud to announce that one has been accepted at the 
City of Liverpool College and an application to Greenbank has been submitted this 
week. Exciting times ahead!! 
 
During their workdays, the boys have demonstrated how much they have grown in 
confidence since January and are working more independently each week. They have 
fixed IT problems, baked scones and repaired broken equipment. The skills they are 
learning now, they will have forever and take with them to their next position be that 
college or work.  
 
We have also celebrated an 18th this week so sending a massive "Happy Birthday" to 
Adam. 
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Primary Department 

 

Brandon for 2 March 

 
We wish you a Wonderful Birthday and have fun! 
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Early Years and KS1 

Ireland Jacob for an amazing first week at school 

Wales Ted for fantastic music work! 

Nurture Provision 

Spain JayJay for never giving up and being here everyday 

Cape Verde James for following our golden rules especially never giving up!    

Tasmania Joshua for excellent speaking and listening whilst playing a game he 
designed for Tasmania class 

Key Stage 2 

Italy Lewis for excellent home learning 

Portugal Oscar for trying really hard in all lessons 

France Louie for showing enthusiasm and interest in our new Victorian's 
topic 

Canada Khaya for always working hard   

USA Ben Ben has completed all his tasks this week, has given some 
fantastic answers and has asked some great questions. This 
shows that Ben was very engaged in his learning and was 
eager to learn more. Well done Ben!   

Key Stage 3 

Brazil Brandon for having a great attitude towards learning and always 
completing his remote learning activities 

Peru Jamie for working hard and being nice 

Mozambique Ryan for a positive attitutde to learning 

Botswana Nathanael for putting 100% effort into his work whilst remote learning 

Madagascar Isobella Carruthers for always producing neat work and doing her 
best 

Kenya Sam for excellent reading on zoom with expressions and fantastic 
work from home 

Seychelles Justin engaging well during all zoom lessons this week! Well done 
Justin!  

Fiji Lucas Lucas has attended all sessions and contributed throughout. 
When he has found a task difficult, he has requested help 
online and then returned to complete his work. Fantastic 
effort Lucas, well done and keep up the hard work 

Key Stage 4 

Australia Dominic for an amazing model of the heart made at home 

PNG Jack for always attending zoom and completing work promptly 
and to a good standard 

Samoa Euan for getting involved in Zoom lessons and giving excellent 
answers 

New Zealand Kai Well done Kai, your attendance, contributions and work 
submitted, have been excellent this week 

Key Stage 5 

Malawi Elliot for his fantastic engagement in remote learning using 
Jamboards.  

Christmas 
Island 

Arrianne for trying her best in PE 

 
 
 

Students of the Week 22 
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Week 22 Photos 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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