ABBOT'S LEA
SCHOOL

Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,

Welcome to this week’s newsletter! We are at an interesting junction: the lockdown restrictions
related to schools are lifting from next Monday and we look forward to welcoming all students
and staff back to school.

By now, you should have all received communication from me regarding the practical
arrangements surrounding the re-opening, but, in the spirit of over-communication (for all the
right reasons!), | include here the letter sent to all families yesterday. Please kindly note the
drop off and collection times for transport purposes and specific PE days for your child’s class.
Please also remind yourself of the Zone and Bubble your child is in so that any future
communication which uses that terminology is easy to navigate — thank you!

We have been through a lot over the past few months and | am mindful of the fact that many
students might be anxious returning to school next week. In fact, some families will be too, as
the information about the pandemic continues to be concerning.

| wish to reassure you all that we have taken all possible precautions to make Abbot’s Lea
School as safe as we possibly can and we continue to work very closely with the Health and
Safety advisers at Liverpool City Council, Public Health Liverpool and Public Health England.

Our site is undergoing continuous and rigorous cleaning throughout each day and at the end
and start of each day. The staff and students will continue following the physical segregation
by Zones and Bubbles and so, if we do identify any positive cases, we will be able to quickly
isolate and minimise the spread of infection and negative impact on the rest of the school
community.

Pleasingly, yet cautiously, we have not had any positive cases in the school for several weeks
now and so, we are confident that the recent lockdown and the restrictions have played a
positive part in arriving at this much-improved epidemiological position.

With the testing for staff, secondary students and home-based testing for the families (as
shared yesterday), as well as increasing numbers in the local community gaining immunity
through the vaccination programme, we really do see the light at the end of the tunnel.

| thank you for your support and, as ever, | ask for your continuous patience as we navigate
this ever-changing reality.

I wish you all a restful weekend and look forward to 8:30am on Monday morning!
Kind regards

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher



FULL RE-OPENING OF ABBOT’S LEA SCHOOL

Dear Families

Ref: Full re-opening of Abbot’s Lea School

| hope that this letter finds you and your families well. We are very much looking forward to
welcoming all students back to school on Monday, 8 March 2021 and thank you for all your
support during the past months of the blended learning operation.

Upon all students’ return, we will continue to follow all governmental guidance, in line with
Liverpool City Council as our maintaining local authority and Public Health England.

In doing so, we remain fully committed to ensuring the wellbeing and safety of our students,
staff and the whole school community, whilst resuming as normal teaching and learning
routines as possible and helping the students adjust to the full time school attendance.

Space, hands, face

We will continue to promote the basic infection control measures, including social distancing,
exemplary hand hygiene and face coverings when outside of one’s bubble.

We accept that most students at Abbot’s Lea School might struggle with the social distancing
and the wearing of face masks and so, we will continue to apply additional control measures
which are environmental.

Ventilation
All rooms will be well-ventilated and, with the warmer weather ahead, this should not cause
any concerns or discomfort to the students.

School will be divided into 6 Zones and, within those, bubbles:
e Zone 1 - The House (each office/room/area is a self-contained bubble);
Zone 2 — Christmas Island and Malawi (2 bubbles);
Zone 3 — Spain, Italy, Wales, Ireland, Portugal, France (6 bubbles);
Zone 4 — Canada, USA, Brazil, Peru (4 bubbles);
Zone 5 — Mozambique, Botswana, Madagascar, Kenya, Seychelles, Cape
Verde (6 bubbles);
e Zone 6 — Tasmania, Samoa, Papua New Guinea, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji
(6 bubbles);

Transport

With all 272 students and nearly 150 staff onsite from next week, we will work hard to
manage students’ arrival and departure in a way that is safe and in line with the Covid-19
guidelines.

As such, all students will arrive at 8:30am and will be collected by the staff from their
transport, with the end of the school day collection staggered to provide safe and calm
departure:

Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5 Zone 6
Day starts | 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30
Transport | 2.30 2.15 2.25 2.25 2.15
pick up

We ask that families who transport their children in their vehicles do not park in the staff car
park but instead join the transport queue so that we can ensure safe and steady flow of the
disembarking.
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Visitors
We will continue to restrict visitors, including families, to the school site and we will conduct
all meetings, where possible, remotely via Zoom (or other preferred platforms).

Lunches and snacks

We will provide all snacks and lunches to the students opting for the school-based provision,
whilst respecting students who wish to bring their own packed lunch to do so. During snack
and lunch times students will stay in their bubbles. Weather permitting, some picnics during
snhack time may take place, too.

Please can we ask for your assistance with the promotion of healthy foods and drinks and of
our nut-free operation (due to many students suffering with nut allergies).

Uniform

Students are expected to wear their full school uniform (winter or summer options are
permitted). Please note previous communication regarding uniform flexibility in case your
child has outgrown their only uniform set - donations to the school of such outgrown items
are welcome and our nearly-new second-hand uniform shop is available to all families, where
you can purchase any item for just £1. All items will have been washed (unless donated new
with tags) and we will only sell items which we believe to be in very good condition. Please
contact our Family Adviser, Lisa Sharpe on lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

On the days when the students have PE lessons, they must attend in their PE kits (suitable
for the weather, which remains changeable at present). Please note: strictly no sports
club/football/rugby/other sport kits are permitted.

Please find updated timetable of PE days for each Bubble (class):

Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5 Zone 6
Days the Friday Monday Tuesday Monday Wednesday
students Malawi France Canada Seychelles PNG
will need Christmas | Portugal USA Mozambique | Australia
PE Kits Island Samoa
Tuesday | Thursday | Wednesday | New
Spain Peru Botswana Zealand
Italy Brazil Cape Verde | Fiji
Tasmania
Thursday Friday
Ireland Kenya
Wales Madagascar

Please note that for the week commencing 8 March and 15 March 2021 most of the PE
activities might be outdoors due to the school hall being used as a Covid-19 testing centre for
the secondary aged students and staff. Therefore, all students must wear suitable footwear
and outerwear on their PE days.

Covid-19 testing
All staff are offered regular Covid-19 testing and from next week, this will include home-
based testing kits which we are currently rolling out.

Secondary aged students will be offered on-site tests provided by the clinical team who will
be based on site (in our main school hall) offering lateral flow testing to any student age 16+
who consents to it and any student under the age of 16 whose parents have consented to
the test. After 3 negative on-site tests (over the period of two weeks, beginning 8 March
2021), we will be rolling out home-based testing kits for those students. Information and
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consent forms have been sent to all secondary-aged students’ families via Parentmail and
the information can also be found on our website:
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/families/parent-information/

Covid-19 vaccinations for staff

Over the past few months, we have been working closely with the Liverpool Public Health
team and were delighted when, earlier this year, the frontline staff working in Liverpool
special schools were selected for the Covid-19 vaccinations. | am pleased to reassure you
that a majority of staff have engaged in the vaccination programme and through that, we
hope to be able to better cope with any possible side effects of infection but also to reduce
the risk of its transmission, thereby protecting our school community further.

Infection response

Despite all of the joy of returning and all of the positive control measures which put us in a
strong position to provide as safe and as reliable service as possible, we must also stay
realistic: we are still in the middle of the pandemic and so, we do anticipate positive Covid-19
tests to affect our school community in the coming weeks.

If a student shows symptoms of Covid-19 whilst at school or tests positive using the on-site
testing (for secondary students taking part in the onsite testing only), they will be isolated
from their group and we will be contacting you to arrange a swift collection from school as
soon as possible.

If the test proves positive, we will conduct Track and Trace process and send those affected
to self-isolate for 10 days from the day after the last contact.

Relevant guidance can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
stay-at-home-guidance/stay-athome-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-
covid-19-infection

Reporting of Covid-19 absence
You are asked to report any suspected cases, positive cases of self-isolation by association
with a close contact to: covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

End of Term 4 arrangements

Please note that this will prove to be a very short period of on-site attendance for those
returning next week.

Our Term 4 ends on Friday, 26 March 2021. Please note that that day, the school will close
at 1pm, with the following collection times:

Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5 Zone 6
Day starts | 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30 8.30
Transport | 1pm 12:45pm 12:55pm 12:55pm 12:45pm
pick up

Term 5 starts on Monday, 12 April 2021 at 8:30am and | will write to you again in the last
week of Term 4 to advise of any changes to the school’s operation, if needed.

My team and | are really looking forward to welcoming you all back next week — there is
nothing better than a return to the full school life!

If you need any clarification of any of the above information, please feel free to email me
directly and | will either answer your question or direct it to the relevant team:
headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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| personally wish to pay the tribute to all of the families who have supported their children
with the home-based learning — it is a very difficult task and you are all truly amazing! Thank
youl!

Yours sincerely
3;2 ’: A

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher
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SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP

Our nearly new second-hand uniform shop is available to all
families, where you can purchase any item for just £1.

All items will have been washed (unless donated new with tags)
and we will only sell items, which we believe to be in very good
condition.

We have Sweatshirts, Jumpers, Polo Shirts, Shirts, Trousers,

Shorts and Blazers all in various sizes.

Please contact our Family Adviser, Lisa Sharpe on
lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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2020-21 Term dates

STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY: 8:30am — 2:30pm

Term 4:

All students return to onsite learning: Monday, 8 March 2021, 8:30am
Term ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:00pm
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021

Term 5:

Starts: 12 April 2021

May Day: Monday 3 May 2021

Term ends - 28 May 2021

May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021

Term 6:

Starts: 7 June 2021 — students return

25 June 2021 — Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme
9 July 2021 - Transition INSET Day

12 — 16 July 2021 - Transition Week

Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm

School holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021
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2021-22 Term dates

STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY: 8:30am — 2:30pm

Term 1

INSET -1, 2, 3 September 2021

6 September 2021- students return
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 2:30pm
Half term break: 25-29 October 2021

Term 2

1 November 2021 — students return

Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm

Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022

Term 3

5 January 2022 — students return

Ends: 18 February 2022 at 2:30pm

Half term break: 21 — 25 February 2022

Term 4

28 February 2022 — students return
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm

Easter break: 11-22 April 2022

Term 5

25 April 2022 — students return

May day: Monday 2 May 2022

Ends: 27 May 2022 at 2:30pm

Half term break: 30 May — 3 June 2022

Term 6

6 June 2022 — students return

24 June 2022 — Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022),
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers)

8 July 2022 — End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS)
11 — 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes)

Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm

Summer break: 15 July — 31 August 2022 (see below for start of school year 2022-23)
INSET - 18, 19 July 2022 (worked in lieu during the academic year)

Academic year 2022-23

Term 1

1 -2 September 2022 — INSET

5 September 2022 — students return

Ends: 21 October 2022

Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 2022
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Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Families

This week we have celebrated World Book Day both onsite and offsite. It was fantastic, and |
have to say... the students and staff went to town! (’'m not sure who enjoyed the dressing up
most!)

There were so many activities that took place as a way of celebrating reading; the masked
reader, teacher Chattaboards - our favourite books, author meetings and book hunts, to name
just a few activities.

Of all the activities, one of the most poignant moments for me, was watching a Key Stage 4
class hang on the every word of our Head Boy, Sean and our Head Girl, Megan. Megan is an
avid reader and talked to the students about why she enjoyed reading so much, explaining
that reading about other people and other situations can help one understand one’s own
identity. Sean spoke openly about his lack of natural enthusiasm for reading, but how he,
nevertheless, finds it a crucial skill to develop and how he removes some of his barriers to
enjoyment.

Coincidently, | attended a lecture on “The Quality of Curriculum Design.” A huge part of this
training focussed on reading. What was very apparent through extensive research was that
students’ reading abilities and their enjoyment increases when they are exposed to texts above
their natural ability..

Knowing about this research, | strive to read to my children daily. However — | have to be
completely honest — sometimes life gets in the way of this routine! Therefore, | have bought
some audiobooks too for my son, who is 6. | would urge you to think about the ways in which
you could expose your children to texts, slightly about their own reading ability at home.
(Putting subtitles on the television is a really great way to do this.) If you want any help with
this — either understanding the appropriate level, or sourcing the material, your class teams
will be only too happy to help you.

Warmest wishes for the coming week

Mrs E Tobin
Deputy Headteacher
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Head of Autism Research & Development

Miss Sara Mursi¢, Head of Autism Research & Development
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Families, Partners and Friends of Abbot’s Lea School

Did you know that 95.9% of children who have heard of World Book Day and children who
participate in World Book Day activities are more engaged in reading and books than those
who don’t? To celebrate this day, | have engaged myself in reading research about reading.
Research on reading has shown that children acquire decoding and reading comprehension
skills at the same time, but that each skill develops independently of the other. Autistic students
typically perform at average or above average levels when it comes to decoding written
language. However, they are generally better at sounding out and identifying words than
understanding what they have read. This may be because comprehension is a more abstract
skill than decoding. It relies on a reader’s sensitivity to story structure, ability to pick up on
referents, make inferences and use prior knowledge of the subject to makes sense of the text.
Attention and working memory are also implicated, as metacognitive monitoring strategies
ensure the reader is following along.

Have you heard of hyperlexia? Some autistic students are able to read and process text at
a very fast pace. Studies have shown that 6-20% of autistic children exhibit hyperlexia, but the
prevalence could be even higher. Researchers have used brain scans to show that this is due
to simultaneous activity in the left and right hemispheres of the brain, allowing for phonological
and visual processing to be engaged at the same time. Nonetheless, these students are not
always able to access semantic meaning in the same way.

Parents and teachers can learn much from the valid evidence based research and the science
of proficient reading. Thanks to interdisciplinary research with neuroscientists, we have
revealed the neural ‘map’ to proficient reading — it is in the development of phonologic
processing pathways. By following the ‘map’ to proficient reading and by using direct
systematic phonologic based programs we can help our children and students achieve reading
success.

Miss Sara Mursi¢
Head of Autism Research and Development
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Care and Safeguarding

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Every so often, a story about prejudice and discrimination will make the news that simply defies
belief. Sadly, the frequency of these incidents remains mind-bogglingly high despite the fact
that we are in 2021 and living in a supposedly equal society.

Earlier this week, | was taken aback by the following headline: “Secret Pontins blacklist
prevented people with Irish surnames from booking”. A closer inspection of the article revealed
the astonishing information that the holiday park operator Pontins was actively preventing
families with Irish surnames from booking as they were identified as ‘undesirable guests’. They
even uploaded the document pictured below to their Intranet so this was not even
discrimination taking place behind the scenes — it was actual policy!

The news comes after an employee made a
whistleblower complaint to the Equalities and Human
Rights Commission [EHRC] in February 2020.
Families with Irish surnames including Boyle, Doherty
and Gallagher were all barred by the company. The
whistleblower also revealed the firm had been
monitoring calls within its contact centre and refusing
bookings made by people with an Irish accent or
surname and was using its commercial vehicles
— " policy to exclude Gypsies and Travellers.

UNDESIRABLE GUESTS

It is hard to know where to start with such an
outrageous display of racial discrimination. | have an
z I Irish surname and it never occurred to me that | may

" — e — suffer from discrimination due to this. Thankfully, |
= = , - have never considered booking a holiday at Pontins
and certainly will not in the future but there must have
been hundreds if not thousands of families who were
denied a booking due to this policy.

| am concerned that this story has not received the level of attention and disgust it should have.
With Covid-19 still dominating the news, other stories have been pushed back and buried. |
am also worried that they were able to use such an openly discriminatory method of operation
for so long. Thank goodness, for the employee who reported them to the EHRC but what of all
the staff who ignored this and simply followed the instructions? A whistleblowing complaint
should have been made within minutes of the instruction being sent to staff but, somehow, it
was standard practice for a prolonged period of time.

We either, stand against discrimination or we condone it. It is not acceptable to turn a blind
eye to the truth and make it the responsibility of someone else to report it. | hope that all of the
employees at Pontins feel ashamed of this practice and regretful that they did not speak out
sooner.
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Whistleblowing is always the right thing to do and | truly hope that everyone feels the same
sense of duty to stand up against racism and discrimination whether they are the victim or not

Ms A Twomey
Head of Care and Safeguarding
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School Business Support

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We have had some exciting activity on site this week - both for National Careers Week and
World Book Day. | have been inspired, by the wide range of careers people have had before
deciding to work in our school. Lots of experience available for students who need advice about
their careers. We had some amazing outfits from both staff and students to celebrate World
Book Day. Well done everyone.

Finally, I would like to remind everyone about the vacancies we have with our Multi Disciplinary
Team. Please share within your networks; closing date for applications is 15 March 2021.

School Business Support

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

The next stage of our outdoor learning environment for students will begin to take shape over
the forthcoming weeks. We have a poly-tunnel frame which needs brining back to life, and

once complete will provide another really good space for all of our students to actively learn
outdoors.

A new cover needs to go over it, which is no small feat given the size of it, and it will need to
be cleared of weeds, a new base laid and then we will have a really big area, nearly 100mz to
create another fantastic learning environment.

We are continually looking at ways to improve the school site. We have sensory rooms being
completed over the Easter holidays, in partnership with Southpaw and the Steve Morgan
Foundation, which will add even more amazing spaces to our school, so watch this space for
more updates.
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Key Stage News and Updates

Early Years and Key Stage 1

Miss O’Neill

Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Ireland

We have been very busy in Ireland class this week preparing for World Book Day we made a
fort inside and read "Bear Sees Colours". In Art, we have been mixing corn flour, water and
paint to make messy pictures we also done some rainbow pictures. We have been enjoying
the lovely spring weather outside on the pirate ship and riding the treks. In Maths, we have
been doing counter sequences and counting. Outside in our small yard we have been exploring
different careers dressing up in our construction hats and high vests, building with the plastic
bricks. During music, we have been learning the rhymes "hickory dickory dock" and doing
some sequence activities.

Wales

Wales Class have had an amazing week! This Thursday it was World Book Day! All the
children dressed up as lots of different characters, we had the BFG, a pirate, Charlie Brown,
Buzz Lightyear, Owlett and The Hulk! We took part in two special zooms from Sean and Megan
our head boy and girl. Sean spoke to us why we celebrate World Book and we discussed with
Sean our favourite books. Megan read us a chapter from Heaty Feather, which was brilliant!
We also completed Chatta boards about our favourite books. We had a very exciting World
Book Day! In English, we have been exploring spring poetry. We read lots’ of different poems,
chose our favourite and explained why. In Maths we explored number bonds to 10 and some
of us to 20, we were able to match number sentences to create our number bonds. In Music,
we really enjoyed using our body to make different sounds. We carried the sound as a class
and created our own body percussion to a song. In Geography, we used Google Maps to
explore different landmarks in Liverpool and we even virtually went inside the Liver Building!
In PE, we played parachute games on the playground. We kept the ball balances on the
parachute and even played the mushroom game. We had lots of fun.

We have had a fantastic week in Wales Class and are looking forward to seeing all the home
learners next week!

Have a lovely weekend

Wales Class Team

Key Stage 1 Home Learners

Well done to all the home learners who have worked so hard in the final week of remote
learning. This week we have continued learning about spring. We talked about seasonal
changes and what happens to our weather in the spring, along with what clothes we would
wear. We have learned how to draw some beautiful daffodils, tulips and daisies in art and have
learned all about body percussion in music. In English, we wrote some fantastic senses poems
all about spring and on Thursday celebrated World Book Day by creating Chatta boards about
our favourite books. In Geography, we explored aerial photographs of Liverpool and used
Google Earth to do some of our own investigating!

Thank you to all the home learning superstars and your wonderful grown-ups. | cannot wait to
see you back in school!
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 2

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Italy and Portugal Onsite Learners

In Italy and Portugal Class this week we had a zoom call with the Discovery recycling
centre, we learnt about how important it is to recycle and what materials we can
recycle. We also saw inside the recycling centre, how our old things are recycled to
make brand new things. On Thursday, we celebrated world book day by dressing up
as our favourite characters and telling our class about our favourite books. We even
made our own fairy-tale. Well done Italy and Portugal Class, you have all worked
really hard this week!

France

We have had a busy, fun filled week in class France. On Monday, the pupils enjoyed
a visit to the Music room where we listened to the different pitches of guitars. On
Wednesday, we had a virtual zoom session with Liverpool Recycling Centre. The
pupils all participated well in this and learned lots about which items can and cannot
be recycled. On Thursday, we celebrated World Book Day with lots of fun activities
throughout the day. We dressed up as our favourite book character, designed our own
bookmarks and then as a class we created a new version of Goldilocks and the Three
Bears. The class worked hard thinking of alternative characters, setting and ending to
their new version of the traditional tale. We are all so excited to have our full class back

on Monday! See you all then! ©

Canada Home Learners

What a fantastic last week of remote learning Canada class have had! We have
completed so many fun activities. On Monday, we looked at a new fable called 'The
Ant and The Grasshopper'. We looked at the moral of this fable, which is, to always be
prepared. We enjoyed answering some comprehension questions about the story. In
the afternoon, we looked at different landmarks from around Liverpool and we were
set the challenge to find as many as we could by ourselves. On Tuesday, we had a
very special recycling Zoom with Kirsty from Gillmoss recycling centre. We learnt all
about the different things we can recycle, and we looked at what happens when people
contaminate their recycling bin with things that cannot be recycled. We also learnt that
it is currently only plastic bottles that can be recycled rather than all things made of
plastic. On Wednesday, we had our life skills lesson with Miss Joyce who taught us
why it is so important that we are all different and unique. We also had to think of the
different things that make each of us special and the different talents we have. On
Thursday, we celebrated World Book Day and had some children attend Zoom
disguised as their favourite character. We had Dennis the Menace, Harry Potter,
Where's Wally, a traffic light and Superman. We looked at our favourite books and
even wrote a book review explaining why we enjoyed it. On Friday, we listened to
assembly and had our big quiz of the week. The big quiz of the week is extra tricky as
it is 15 questions based on what we have been learning over the last week and we
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have to get our thinking caps on. We all then said goodbye to remote learning for now
and spoke about how exciting it will be on Monday when we are finally back in class
together. We also said a goodbye for now to Mrs Orme who will not be joining us back
on site just yet and will continue to work from home. Although we are sad, we are also
excited to see all of the amazing things Mrs Cooney has planned for us next week. As
always Canada class, you have been amazing! Well done and enjoy your weekend!
We look forward to welcoming you all back on site from Monday.

USA

USA started the week by looking at the different tourist attractions in Liverpool. We
were amazed, by how much of an amazing city we live in. We have also looked at how
things are recycled. Did you know only plastic bottles should be put in recycling? No,
we did not either. We have learnt how to draw a tally chart and how to use them to get
information. Thursday was World Book Day and we thought Mrs Davies looked so
funny dressed as Where's Wally! We shared our favourite books and rewrote Little Red
Riding Hood so that it is a twisted tale. USA remote learners have done so much work
over zoom and we are all so proud of them. We cannot wait to all be back together on
Monday!

Spain

This week the children in Spain class have been very busy! We have started our new
book, The Three Little Pigs and explored all the different materials used to build
houses. In History, the children have been learning to identify 'old' and 'new' houses
from the materials used to build them.

We traversed an obstacle course in PE and used our balance and strength to swing,
climb and crawl!

Thursday was World Book Day and we all enjoyed dressing up and reading our
favourite books. We have made some tasty and healthy fruit kebabs in food tech which
we ALL enjoyed eating! Phew! Happy weekend Spain class!
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 3

Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Brazil and Peru Home Learners

This week Brazil & Peru have been busy on Zoom. The students have continued their
work around 3D shapes and have been able to identify properties of 3D shapes and
sort shapes according to this. On Wednesday in Life Skills the students learnt about
the national minimum wage and also discussed the difference between essential bills
and luxury items, this led to a very interesting discussion for the students. We are very
proud of the student's efforts on Zoom over the past few weeks and are looking forward
to welcoming the students back in class on Monday."

Peru and Brazil Onsite Learners

This week both Peru and Brazil, have worked hard onsite and have been quite busy.
In English, we watched a short video clip called The Rocket, we then designed a
wanted poster which contained information, about who was wanted and what for with
descriptions of the criminal and how much the reward offered was for. In Maths, this
week we continued with measurement the pupils used a measuring tape to measure
each other's height, foot size and head circumference. In food technology, we made a
gingerbread biscuit skyline of Liverpool as our topic this term is Our City. We also made
stained glass Cathedral windows using crushed sweets to make the glass effect. This
was also linked to our topic we had spoken about how the windows had been damaged
during WW2 and when they got fixed the same design was used but with brighter
colours in the glass. Our life skills lesson this week was to develop knowledge about
money, where it comes from, savings, spending, keeping it safe and budgeting. We
hope you all have a relaxing weekend in anticipation for the return of full classes next
week. Enjoy and stay safe.

Botswana and Mozambigue Home Learners

A great week for remote learners from Botswana and Mozambique class. In English,
we looked at dialogue and how it is used, to help to tell the story and create tension.
In maths, we continued our work on shape looking at perimeter, area and learned how
to find the perimeter and area of different shapes. Some shapes were easier than
others! In life skills, we continued our work around careers and dispelling stereotypes
on who could do what job. It was agreed, that anyone could do any job and what was
important was the skills needed for a particular job role. On Thursday, we had lots of
fun taking part in World Book Day activities, including the masked reader! We ended
our week with some reflection time about what to expect when going back to school
next week. Well done to everyone from Botswana and Mozambique remote learners,
you have all worked really hard. Looking forward to seeing you all in school next week.
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Madagascar
This week students in Madagascar class have again been very busy. Students both

onsite and learning remotely have explored the history and origins of the dish scouse
and Global Scouse Day in preparation for making scouse when we all return to school
next week. Students have also celebrated World Book Day sharing their favourite
books with their staff and peers and with some staff and students choosing to dress up
as their favourite characters. As part of National Careers Week, students have
researched and discussed potential careers they would like to pursue, discovering
what qualifications and skills are needed for these roles, whether college, university or
an apprenticeship pathway are the best way to achieve their goals.

Students’ onsite have also looked at the properties of 2D and 3D shapes and explored
the differences between common and proper nouns. Well done everyone.

Kenya
It has been a busy week this week. We celebrated World Book Day by watching the

live assembly hosted by David Walliams. It was really interesting to find out which book
and character was his favourite. He had also given us lots’ of useful tips on writing. In
English, we looked at reported speech this week. We learnt how to change a direct
speech into reported speech. In our reading session, we continued further with Holes.
We are really curious as to why Zero's mother had left him and what might be in the
treasure box that Stanley and Zero had dug up. In maths, we have been learning about
the different polygons. We focused on properties of quadrilaterals this week and learnt
two new words - parallel and perpendicular.

Seychelles
In Seychelles this week, we have been very busy! In English, we continued to read the

story ‘The Iron Man’ all the students took turns to read chapter 5, which left us on a cliff
hanger! The students were then set a task to write what they thought would happen
next. We then shared these on our next zoom before continuing to read the next
chapter of the story. In celebration of World Book Day we watched an interview with
David Walliams, the students really enjoyed this and later researched his books to find
one they would like to read when we return to school! In Life-skills, we have been
continuing to look at jobs we would like to have in the future and the qualifications and
skills we will need for these jobs! In Art, we are looking at iconic landmarks and we are
recreating our own! In Science, we are looking at the moon and used biscuits to
represent the different shapes we see of the moon! Everyone in Seychelles has worked
so hard again this week, we are so excited to see you all back in school next week!

Fiji class have had a really busy week. We have celebrated world book day, careers
week and had talks with Liverpool recycling centre and David Walliams! The students
have loved having access to many different events and taking part with all the different
activities whilst accessing their remote learning programme. We are all extremely
excited to return to school next week and cannot wait to see our friends. Have a
wonderful weekend Fiji class.
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Cape Verde
We have had a very busy week in Cape Verde this week. We have worked really hard

in maths looking at working out the area of shapes and started learning how to work
out the perimeter. On site and remotely we celebrated world book day and discussed
books we like to read and why as well as talking about our favourite characters. It was
also National Careers week this week, so we have been talking about what jobs staff
in class had before working in Abbot's Lea. We were very impressed to find out the
one of our staff members was a lifeguard in a previous job! We had a zoom session
themed around recycling which students’ onsite and remotely could join in with
together. The pupils enjoyed seeing friends they have not seen since before Christmas
as well as learning some interesting facts about recycling. We are really looking
forward to seeing everybody back onsite from Monday, we have missed you all lots!
Have a great weekend
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 4

Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

For information: Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough
college for September.

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events

https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-
february/

Australia

It has been a good week of learning for Class Australia, where students have enjoyed
completing a variety of activities. We have been continuing our work on the theme of
the heart and greatly enjoyed having a go at making our own blood using various liquid
kitchen products. Students also spent time researching both the components of blood
and how it moves around the body. We have also had a good time taking part in
lessons linked to National Careers Week and World Book day.

Samoa

This week Samoa Class have looked at coordinates. They began to look at how to find
a missing coordinate. The pupils have shown excellent understanding of this.

In English, we have looked at Oliver Twist we have explored vocabulary associated
with meals and the pupils now know words such as meagre. They have produced some
excellent sentences describing the gruel that Oliver had to eat. We also looked at the
opening scene of the film and the pupils had to re-tell the opening scene using as much
detail as they could. The work that is being produced for this opening scene is
excellent. Well done guys!

In art, we looked at Banksy's art and how he used stencils. The pupils where tasked
with designing their own Banksy inspired stencils.

On Thursday, it was World Book Day! We looked at the Masked Reader and tried to
work out who was reading the books, and which book some staff were reading. We
also looked at Chatta boards from other staff members to see what their favourite book
is.

In Science, we have looked at the planets and how they differ from each other. The
pupils listened really well to this and shown great interest in the planets.

We hope everyone has a lovely weekend.

Samoa Class Team

New Zealand

New Zealand students at home have been enjoying our two big themes this week:
National Careers Week and World Book Week. We have enjoyed an assembly with
David Walliams and have been reading Walliams' book "Ratburger” together. Alex Frith
(Usborne Books) talked about his work writing non-fiction and we put together
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fascinating facts for our own non-fiction posters. Our careers focus has been on
building skills and we have looked at Teamwork, Listening and Speaking. We
particularly enjoyed looking at teamwork in the animal world and how working together
makes any task easier and quicker. Learning to actively listen was interesting and
students had to listen and recall sets of instructions. We discussed short and long term
memory, and how repetition was important to help learning. To finish the week, we
have been looking at recycling and enjoyed discussing how this works in real life with
The Recycling Discovery Centre in Gillmoss.

Tasmania

This week in Tasmania class, we have been working hard to plan, budget and make
Pizza. The students chopped up pepper, onion, tomato, ham and mushroom to top the
pizza then grated cheese to sprinkle on top. The students also made a side salad to
go with it. We also made our own Terrariums this week. We collected water bottles and
researched the best types of foliage to help build up our eco systems. We then went
on a nature walk to collect moss, leaves and vines to fill up the Terrariums. In Maths
this week, we have been challenging the students to a skittles contest. The students
kept a tally of how many skittles they knocked down, to add to our scoreboard. The
staff lost to the students! To finish our week the students took part in some very
important questionnaires about how they feel about school and their learning. Well

done for sharing your honest reviews Tasmania class &) We look forward to welcoming
back all of our students next week for the rest of term four, we have missed you!

Papua New Guinea

This week on remote learning, PNG have been up to lots of new and exciting things!
Firstly, as it is World Book Week, every day the students have taken part in challenging
activities such as matching books to authors, listing as many books as they can think
of with the word ‘and’ and taking part in a world book day quiz!.

It has also been National Careers Week and for life skills, the students have looked at
unusual types of jobs they may not have thought of as a career path. As well as this,
the class honed in on their personal skills and qualities and how they would fit with
their chosen career.

Finally, in terms of other subjects, for Maths, the class have looked at how to calculate
the area of triangles and circles. In English we have established the difference between
formal and informal writing and have written are own formal letter. In ICT, PNG have
produced a leaflet looking at how to be safe online and created an itinerary for a three-
week cruise ship holiday.

Well done PNG for all your hard work and we hope to see you soon back at school!
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 5

Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

For information — Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough
college for September:

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events

https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-
february/

Christmas Island and Malawi

It has been a busy week for KS5 this week with it being national careers week and
National book day. We have been doing lots of work in our remote learning sessions
looking at employability and careers, as well as investigating our own strengths and
our areas to improve. We have also been doing lots of reading, encouraging our
students to pick up their favourite book or maybe one they have never read. Lots’ of
our students and staff are very excited to come back into school next week and are
looking forward to working together again.

Supported Interns

This week, during National Careers Week our supported interns have been working on
developing their independence skills.

Aiden was given a list of tasks to complete and was able to prioritise and time manage
each one. During study time, Aiden produced a marketing plan for an Easter tree,
researching costs and profit.

Liam also completed work tasks left by his line manager. He showed team work and
communication skills this week, checking and updating the logging system.

Adam’s confidence is growing in the kitchen area, particularly recognising jobs that
need doing. His communication and team work skills have also improved.

Staff have also taken part in National Careers Week by displaying their Career Path

Door Plagues. Pupils and other staff have been able to read and hopefully inspired by
the wealth of experience we have, here at Abbot’s Lea School.
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Primary Dept
Mikey 5 March
Jason 7 March
Harley 8 March

Secondary Dept
William 5 March
Martin 5 March
Kaiyeem 5 March
Owen 8 March
Ashley 10 March

We wish you all a Wonderful Birthday

¥eyvwewv¥?
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Student of the Week 23

Early Years and KS1

Ireland

Samuel

for amazing progress in transaction support.

Wales

Archie

for an amazing week and fantastic Maths work
Nurture Provision

Spain Jacob for excellent home learning
Cape Verde Andy for excellent effort in lessons all week
Tasmania Rhys for taking part in a sensory walk at Liverpool Cathedral for

home learning
Key Stage 2

Italy Gerard for settling back into school

Portugal Mikey for excellent handwriting work

France Oscar for amazing participation in home learning, well done!
Canada Andrew for having good communication skills this week

USA Alfie for completing fantastic work and always going the extra mile

Key Stage 3

Brazil Brogan for having a great attitude towards remote learning and
having some great answers in Life Skills

Peru Sonny for contributing to circle time sessions with confidence

Mozambique Mohamed | for great participation in remote learning lessons

Botswana Jack for making good choices and working really well with his
peers

Madagascar Marcus for contributing well in class discussions and providing some
insightful answers

Kenya Mason for his perseverance on remote learning despite hardship
and changes

Seychelles Arshia for participating in all zoom lessons, and always completing
all work set! Arshia has read aloud to the class many times
this week on zoom too! Well Done Arshia!

Fiji James for working hard in class all week. James has attended

everyday and completed his work to a really high standard.
Well done James
Key Stage 4

Australia Marcel for always making enthusiastic and good contributions to
lessons

PNG Yusuf for always being an enthusiastic member of the class and
trying his best in all work set

Samoa Anthony for completing the work online to a high standard

New Zealand Nathan Well done Nathan, 100% attendance at our Zoom Lessons

this week, keep up the great work!
Key Stage 5

Malawi Megan for fantastic work reading to other students during World
Book Day zooms

Christmas Joe for wearing a brilliant Where's Wally costume to his remote

Island learning session
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Week 23 Photos
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My favourite book is the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series by Jeff Kinney.

The story is about Greg Heffley, who on which he finds middle school to
not be a very good experience. Sometimes in the books things

unexpected could happen.
Some major characters include Greg, Rodrick, Manny, and Rowley.
| don't have a favourite part.

| would recommend this book because at times it can be relatable and

also can have some funny bits that others can enjoy.

Page 26 of 29



Page 27 of 29



Page 28 of 29



i
o
it
T
e

M\,w X
e
g

W
W
a»

Page 29 of 29



