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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 
 
 

WELCOME BACK! 
 

Welcoming all of our students this week has been simply fantastic!  
 
Even though we have remained open during the previous lockdowns, with the numbers of 
students in attendance reaching 90 at the busiest times, there is nothing better than having 
you all here.  
 
I do wish we could have 100% of the staff here with us, too, but sadly, many colleagues 
continue shielding in line with the governmental guidance. 
 
As this is also the reality for many of our students’ families, I wanted to pause and take a 
moment to acknowledge that we are with you in our thoughts and we all look forward to being 
able to see you all again soon. 
 
The school continues to operate strict Covid-19 risk assessment and so, I thank all of our 
students who, very respectfully, maturely and in a sensible manner, balanced their joy of 
returning to school and seeing their friends with the need to aim to maintain social distancing 
and all of the control measures.  
 
I have been extremely impressed with all of you, especially when realising just how much of a 
change this week has been. 
 
I do not just mean for those who were at home and so needed to adjust to school attendance 
again; I also refer here to the students who were attending school over the past weeks, but 
who had more space, less noise and fewer social negotiations to manoeuvre.  
 
Whether you had a brilliant week or one that could have been better – I am very proud of you 
and know that, with the right mindset, determination to do even better next week and the 
superb support from the staff team and encouragement from the families – week 25 of this 
school year will be EVEN more brilliant! 
 
Until then, I wish you all a restful weekend and I look forward to seeing you on Monday. 
 
Kindest regards 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

Issue 24, 12 March 2021 
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SCHOOL-BASED TESTING 
 
Thanks to all of the students who engaged in this week’s onsite testing for Covid-19. Extended 
thanks to the families of those under 16s, who required parental consent – we are grateful for 
your co-operation and support. 
 
We will hold the last on-site testing clinic on Monday, 15 March 2021 to offer the last onsite 
test to those who started the process later than on the Monday of this week. 
 
HOME-BASED TESTING 
 
By the end of today, we will have distributed, to every secondary aged-student – whether or 
not they took part in the onsite testing – a kit containing 7 home-based tests. 
 
These testing kits are designed for testing for Covid-19 twice a week, every 3-5 days. 
 
They are calculated to be sufficient for twice-weekly tests to be carried out until and including 
the weekend before returning to school after Easter. 
 
Please therefore, make sure that you only use them twice a week, spreading it, as guided 
every 3 to 5 days. 
 
FAMILY AND SUPPORT BUBBLE TESTING 
 
The kits we give to the students are for their use. There is, however, an open offer of identical 
home-testing kits for the families of school-aged children and the support bubble of any such 
family. 
 
We strongly encourage you to order and re-order such kits, as needed by going to: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
 
 
REPORTING OF RESULTS 
 
We only require you to alert us if the test result is positive. Please email 
covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk as soon as the positive result is received. 
 
This will allow us to conduct track and trace activity within the school to reduce the risk of 
infection spreading. 
 
Please note that anyone receiving a positive result from the lateral flow test (LFT) will be asked 
to self-isolate and book a confirmatory polymerase chain reaction test (PCR) via the NHS. 
 
 

Thank you very much again for all of your support and help; 
let’s continue working together to keep our school open and our 

students learning! 
 
 

TESTING FOR SECONDARY STUDENTS 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
mailto:covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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I have written to all families yesterday to reiterate our school’s expectations regarding students’ 

personal mobile phone and other electronic devices. 

We accept that some students may be using such devices on the way to and from school. 

It is, however, our school’s firm policy to request that any such devices are given to the Class 

Team immediately upon arrival to be given back to the students at the end of the school day. 

We store such items as securely as possible during the school day, whilst not accepting any 

liability for loss or damage. 

This system is not to inhibit our students’ use of the Internet during the day – as you know, we 

are fully committed to digitalisation of learning and provide each of our students with the 

suitable technology to access learning.  

Equally, if any point in the school day a student requests that they are able to contact their 

family member, we can support them by allowing them access to the school phones (this is 

likely to be with staff supervision and only to the numbers you have provided us with). 

The reason for not allowing the students to keep or use their personal devices during the school 

day is related to our statutory safeguarding duties. 

Regrettably, over the past few days, we have experienced some difficulties with implementing 

this safeguarding duty, as students have refused to hand over their devices. 

This has been difficult for the students in question, others in the class and also for the staff. 

I therefore share here the process we will now follow in such situations: 

1. Students are encouraged to come to school without phones or other devices 

2. If families decide that their child will benefit from having such device with them on their 

journey to school, they must reiterate our school’s expectation of surrendering these 

upon arrival 

3. Staff will do their best to keep all such devices safe, whilst we do not accept liability for 

any loss or damage 

4. If a student refuses to hand over their electronics to the class team, staff will support 

them to do so for a period of up to 15 min 

5. If after that, the situation is not resolved, the family will be called and expected to arrive 

on site without delay to collect the item and take it home with them.  

6. If the student continues to refuse to hand over the item, the family will be asked to take 

the student home and the learning that day will be home-based/remote. The family will 

also be asked to ensure that the next morning the student arrives either without such 

technology or with full acceptance of the school rules and commitment to handing it to 

the class team. 

I realise that for some it is very difficult as technology is now a major part of our lives, but I 

know you will agree that safeguarding of the children and young people must always come 

first. 

I thank you in advance for your support in this important matter. 

Mrs A Hildrey 

Headteacher 

 

MOBILE PHONES AND OTHER E-DEVICES AT SCHOOL 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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A huge “thank you” to our partners at Strawberry Fields who yet 

again, brought joy to our students this week. 
 

We have received 272 Easter Eggs, all of which will be sent home 
with our students in the last week of Term 4!!! 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Our nearly new second-hand uniform shop is available to all 
families, where you can purchase any item for just £1.  
 
All items will have been washed (unless donated new with tags) 
and we will only sell items, which we believe to be in very good 
condition.  
 
We have Sweatshirts, Jumpers, Polo Shirts, Shirts, Trousers, 
Shorts and Blazers all in various sizes. 
 
 
Please contact our Family Adviser, Lisa Sharpe on 
lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  
8:30am – 2:30pm 

 
 
Term 4: 
 
Term ends: Friday 26 March 2021 at 1:00pm 
Easter break: Monday 29 March 2021 to Friday 9 April 2021 
 
Term 5: 
 
Starts: 12 April 2021  
May Day: Monday 3 May 2021 
Term ends - 28 May 2021 
May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
 
Term 6: 
 
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return 
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme 
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET Day 
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week 
Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm 
 
School holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2020-21 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  8:30am – 2:30pm  
 
Term 1 
INSET – 1, 2, 3 September 2021  
6 September 2021– students return 
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 25-29 October 2021 
 
Term 2 
1 November 2021 – students return 
Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm 
Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022 
 
Term 3 
5 January 2022 – students return 
Ends: 18 February 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 21 – 25 February 2022 
 
Term 4 
28 February 2022 – students return 
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm 
Easter break: 11-22 April 2022 
 
Term 5 
25 April 2022 – students return  
May day: Monday 2 May 2022 
Ends: 27 May 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 30 May – 3 June 2022 
 
Term 6 
6 June 2022 – students return 
24 June 2022 – Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022), 
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers) 
8 July 2022 – End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS) 
11 – 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes) 
Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm 
Summer break: 15 July – 31 August 2022 (see below for start of school year 2022-23) 
INSET – 18, 19 July 2022 (worked in lieu during the academic year)  
 
 
Academic year 2022-23 
 
Term 1 
1 – 2 September 2022 – INSET 
5 September 2022 – students return 
Ends:  21 October 2022 
Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 2022 

 
 

 

 
 

 

2021-22 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Dear Families 
 
Neurodiversity Week 
 
This week I wanted to share with you a Tweet I liked last Monday. When I say that our students 
are wonderful, I know I am preaching to the converted. There are so many talents and creative 
minds in our school that it never ceases to amaze me. My personal and professional goal is to 
bring that understanding to pockets in society that are yet to be made fully aware. 
 
We do not enjoy the arts despite actors’ neurodiverse conditions; we do not benefit from 
innovation despite of society’s neurodiverse minds; we enjoy what we enjoy and benefit from 
what we benefit from, in many cases, because of neurodiversity.  
 

 
 
Warmest wishes for Nuerodiversity Celebration week. 
 
 
Mrs E Tobin 
Deputy Headteacher 

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher 

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

mailto:deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Dear Families, Partners and Friends of Abbot’s Lea School 
 
Ahead of our Neurodiversity Celebration Week, I wanted to share questions for all of us to 
reflect on the current practice and the future of inclusive education, work and community. 
All students’ brains learn differently. Neurodevelopmental disorders such as autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD) and attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD) affect increasingly large 
numbers of students across the world. There are a number of different ways in which our 
education systems, workplaces and communities can help all individuals thrive at school and 
beyond. 

 
 
 
Questions for future thinking: 

1. Greater awareness will likely result in a continuing increase in diagnosed individuals. 
What strategies will allow us to better prepare schools and teachers to meet their 
needs?  

2. How can assessment methods at school better reflect the strengths of neurodiverse 
students? What would more personalised academic assessments that account for 
neurodiversity look like? 

3. In the coming decades, increased digitalisation and automation will reshape the 
demand for skills in the labour market. How can we make sure that the education of 
neurodiverse students will meet both their individual needs and the future needs of the 
workplace?  

 
 
Miss Sara Muršić 
Head of Autism Research and Development 
 
 
 

Miss Sara Muršić, Head of Autism Research & Development 
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Head of Autism Research & Development 

mailto:sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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I have spent a great deal of this week working on the recruitment of our new multi-disciplinary 
team. These four specialist posts will transform the way in which we work with students, staff 
and families and I am thrilled to be leading such an exciting recruitment campaign. I also love 
being able to explain to prospective candidates exactly why we are the best specialist school 
in the world and sing the praises of our students and staff. 
 
Recruitment is always a challenge and getting the ‘right’ candidate requires an awful lot of hard 
work and careful interviewing. We want to recruit and retain the very best professionals to work 
at Abbot’s Lea School and that process begins a long time before the vacancy is even 
advertised. I have been working on the strategic plan for delivering outstanding specialist 
therapeutic support since I started at ALS nearly 4 years ago and significant developments 
and improvements have, already been made. This next step of recruiting our own in-house 
MDT will set us apart from other local authority schools and surpass even what independent 
schools are likely to offer. 
 
By Easter, I hope to be in a position to introduce you all to our new team of therapists. Before 
that can happen, shortlisting and interviewing must take place. I cannot wait! 
  
  
Ms A Twomey 
Head of Care and Safeguarding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Care and Safeguarding 

mailto:Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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We have had an exciting week here at school and it once again feels like a very lively and busy 
place now we have welcomed all of our staff and students back. Our students have engaged 
with the testing process really positively and have shown great maturity. I have done my first 
home test this week, which was quick and easy - and luckily negative! I am sure all of our 
students will cope with this just as well. 
  
I would like to remind everyone about the vacancies we have with our Multi-Disciplinary Team. 
Please share within your networks; closing date for applications is Monday 15 March 2021 at 
noon. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work starts this weekend on our continued sensory room improvements across the school with 

Cape Verde and Spain the first on the list. This is an ongoing process as we strive to develop 

our school site to make it the best it can possibly be. Huge changes have taken place during 

my time here and I am committed for this to continue. We already have plans for further 

developments over the summer holidays and I will provide more details once we have the final 

confirmation on these projects. 

 

We are limited to what we can do on the school site, however, we are working hard to maximise 

the potential of all our spaces, for the benefit of students and staff. This always has to be 

combined with maintaining a healthy school budget to ensure there is no impact of delivery of 

education and support to all of our students, and this has been well managed. 

 

We always welcome ideas and suggestions from students, staff and families, so if you do have 

any ideas, please let me know, or if you have skills and time, which may help with any of our 

works going forward, I would love to hear from you. 

 

 

  

School Business Support 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Ireland 

This week in Ireland class, we welcomed everyone that had been doing remote 

learning back to school.  We have been learning and exploring our enhanced areas in 

our small yard as we enjoyed the spring weather. To celebrate science week, we have 

carried out some experiments using ice and fruit. We also observed what happens 

when we add celery to food colouring. Outside we have been using our imagination to 

explore our construction area, using the wood and small tires we made some tracks 

and ramps for our cars. During Art this week, we used paint to make marks on the 

pirate ship and made some spring crafts. In Maths, we learnt about numbers, tracing 

numbers and counting.  

We hope you all have a lovely week.  

Wales 
Class Wales have had a brilliant week! It has been so nice having all the children back 
in school. We have had lots of fun learning and spending time with our friends. As our 
topic is Our City, we have been learning all about Paris and comparing it to Liverpool! 
In English, we created our own passport and boarding pass. We then boarded a plane 
in our airport role-play area to Paris! We have also read A Walk in Paris and discussed 
the differences and similarities between Liverpool and Paris. We took it in turns to be 
the customer and shop keeper of our patisserie role-play area. We spoke some French 
phrases to the shopkeeper and paid in euros! 
 
In Geography, we also went on our own walk around Paris and spotted the different 
famous landmarks. We then found them on a map of Paris. In Maths we have been 
sequencing the days of the week, some of us have also been using our problem-
solving skills to answer questions containing the days of the week. In Science, we 
explored the different parts of a daffodil and watch a time lapse of it grow. We also 
made our own daffodil. We also celebrated World Scouse Day! We made our own 
scouse and bread rolls then tasted it. It was yummy! In Art, we have had lots of fun 
making Mother's Day cards for the people we love at home. We really hope you like 
them!  
Hope you have a lovely and an amazing Mother's Day!  

Class Wales Team 💐 

 
Check out our Chatta board to hear Wales class tell you all about it!  

https://share.chattalearning.com/Y3VzdG9tZXJzLzJhYmNjNjAxMDM3NDQ0OD

RiNDk4L3VzZXJzLzc4NzRiNDAyNDVjMzQwMmRhNWU4L2dyb3Vwcy95QT

NBb2NFR1RLQ0JRMld6NEVkNi9jaGF0cy9uM25WOHNRRDBubW9ONVlVW

VNWQQ==?signature=d9431f3f6b0c37bb0f89d016abb1075f2091d04b56ed4e59f1

9fe593546ac2fe 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Miss O’Neill  
 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

https://share.chattalearning.com/Y3VzdG9tZXJzLzJhYmNjNjAxMDM3NDQ0ODRiNDk4L3VzZXJzLzc4NzRiNDAyNDVjMzQwMmRhNWU4L2dyb3Vwcy95QTNBb2NFR1RLQ0JRMld6NEVkNi9jaGF0cy9uM25WOHNRRDBubW9ONVlVWVNWQQ==?signature=d9431f3f6b0c37bb0f89d016abb1075f2091d04b56ed4e59f19fe593546ac2fe
https://share.chattalearning.com/Y3VzdG9tZXJzLzJhYmNjNjAxMDM3NDQ0ODRiNDk4L3VzZXJzLzc4NzRiNDAyNDVjMzQwMmRhNWU4L2dyb3Vwcy95QTNBb2NFR1RLQ0JRMld6NEVkNi9jaGF0cy9uM25WOHNRRDBubW9ONVlVWVNWQQ==?signature=d9431f3f6b0c37bb0f89d016abb1075f2091d04b56ed4e59f19fe593546ac2fe
https://share.chattalearning.com/Y3VzdG9tZXJzLzJhYmNjNjAxMDM3NDQ0ODRiNDk4L3VzZXJzLzc4NzRiNDAyNDVjMzQwMmRhNWU4L2dyb3Vwcy95QTNBb2NFR1RLQ0JRMld6NEVkNi9jaGF0cy9uM25WOHNRRDBubW9ONVlVWVNWQQ==?signature=d9431f3f6b0c37bb0f89d016abb1075f2091d04b56ed4e59f19fe593546ac2fe
https://share.chattalearning.com/Y3VzdG9tZXJzLzJhYmNjNjAxMDM3NDQ0ODRiNDk4L3VzZXJzLzc4NzRiNDAyNDVjMzQwMmRhNWU4L2dyb3Vwcy95QTNBb2NFR1RLQ0JRMld6NEVkNi9jaGF0cy9uM25WOHNRRDBubW9ONVlVWVNWQQ==?signature=d9431f3f6b0c37bb0f89d016abb1075f2091d04b56ed4e59f19fe593546ac2fe
https://share.chattalearning.com/Y3VzdG9tZXJzLzJhYmNjNjAxMDM3NDQ0ODRiNDk4L3VzZXJzLzc4NzRiNDAyNDVjMzQwMmRhNWU4L2dyb3Vwcy95QTNBb2NFR1RLQ0JRMld6NEVkNi9jaGF0cy9uM25WOHNRRDBubW9ONVlVWVNWQQ==?signature=d9431f3f6b0c37bb0f89d016abb1075f2091d04b56ed4e59f19fe593546ac2fe
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Italy 
This week in Italy Class, we have been welcoming everyone back who has been 
remote learning. We have also been celebrating world science week. To celebrate we 
have been investigating bubbles, we even made a bubble inside a bubble.  We also 
learnt about shadows and used shadows to make pictures. In history, we continued 
learning about the Victorians, we compared the types of toys we play with now and 
those Victorian children would play with. In art we continued to our work on self-
portraits, this week we create abstract portraits. For world maths day Key Stage 2 have 
been collecting data on our hair colour, eye colour and some of our favourite things. 
Super work Italy Class      
 
France 
We have had a brilliant week of learning in France class this week. In Maths, we have 
continued to learn about and create our own Pictograms and Tally Charts. This week 
we concluded our topic on Pictograms by taking part in a whole Key Stage 2 Maths 
Activity as part of World Maths Day. For English we read the story about The Boy who 
Cried Wolf. The pupils learnt about the importance of honesty, which was the moral 
behind the story. The pupils enjoyed preparing the ingredients and tasting scouse as 
we celebrated Global Scouse Day. This week was also British Science Week, and the 
pupils took part in experiments throughout the week. They completed a Bubble 
experiment and made Coloured Slime. Well Done France Class keep up the hard 
work.  
 
Canada 
Canada class have had a fantastic first week back. We have been so busy and have 
settled back into school so well. This week we have been learning about electricity in 
Science and have had lots of fun doing Science experiments with static electricity. In 
English, we have been reading the story of the Lion and the Mouse and have been 
looking at how we can show each other kindness. We have had fun making scouse 
and we took some home to try. In Music, we have been listening to the music of the 
Beatles and we have decided which are our favourite songs. We really enjoyed ICT 
this week and we are making our own album cover in the style of Sergeant Pepper. 
We chose five characters and famous people each to add to our version and we were 
able to copy, paste and print onto a word document. In Maths, we have been making 
pictograms this week and have enjoyed making tally charts and pictograms for most 
popular pets and favourite consoles. Well done this week Canada!! 
 
USA 
USA are so happy to be back in school. It is lovely to have everyone back together. As 
part of Science week, we did a fun experiment on Monday with bubbles. We tried to 
see if we could blow a bubble inside a bubble. We can and some were able to blow 
more than one inside another bubble. We also made a bubble machine using tights 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell 
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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and a bottle! We blew through the bottle and it made a bubble snake. We celebrated 
Global Scouse Day by making scouse for everyone in class. We cut the vegetables up 
and then put them all in a slow cooker with the meat and stock and the next day we 
were able to enjoy it with some crusty bread. We have also looked at bulbs and have 
looked at what different layers there are in a bulb. We made some predictions about 
what the bulb will look like when it starts to grow and what colour it will be. Well done 
USA, you have settled back in really well! 
 
 
Spain 
This week Spain class have adapted really well to being back in school together. 
We have been doing a lot of Phonics work and getting back into the routine of reading 
every day. 
In English, we have learnt a lot about Global Scouse Day. Following this, we also made 
our own Scouse as a class. 
For Maths, we have been writing and spelling out numbers. 
Everybody in class planted their own bulb in Science so we can watch them grow 
throughout the year. 
In RS, we have learnt about the Easter story. 
With Mother's Day coming up we decided to make our own Mother's Day cards in Art 
and then made our own Chocolate pieces in food tech to give as gifts. 
  

Portugal 
Portugal class had an amazing first week back. We read 'The boy who cried Wolf' and 
participated in some activities. For Maths, we looked at money and played 'cafe'. Pupils 
were able to 'buy' certain fruit and vegetables with their money. For Science week, we 
did the bubble experiment and an experiment on electricity using our bodies as a 
conductor. We have done lots of reading and had lots of fun with our friends. Have a 
great weekend Portugal class and we will see you all on Monday for another week 
filled with interesting and fun activities. 
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Brazil 
This week has been a great week back in Brazil class, it has been lovely to see all 
student engaging in their activities and socialising with their friends. In English, we 
have started reading 'The Adventures of the Third Liver Bird' and the students did some 
excellent detective work to follow clues to the title of this book. We have also celebrated 
British Science Week by completing two experiments, the first was a growing rainbow 
and the second was blowing bubbles within bubbles. Additionally we have celebrated 
Global Scouse Day by making a class batch of Scouse, we definitely have some up 
and coming chefs in Brazil class! We are looking forward to seeing all students again 
next week for a fun week of learning" 
 
Peru 
A big welcome back to Peru class it was great to see you all this week. What a busy 

week we have had to. Although Global Scouse day was the end of last month we 

waited until everyone was back to help cook a big batch of scouse, and as a class each 

pupil got took a tub home, we hope you enjoyed it. In Maths this week, we have been 

looking at area. On Monday, it was International Women's day as part of our English 

and History lessons we found out information on the Suffragettes and completed work 

on a woman in our lives who we find inspirational. In art, we continued to thing about 

the women in our lives as we produced Mother's Day cards based around our topic 

which as you all know this term of Our City. This week is also British Science Week we 

looked at how to grow a rainbow using paper towel and felt pens. We hope you have 

a lovely relaxing weekend and look forward to seeing you all again on Monday.  

Mozambique 
We have all worked super hard this week in Mozambique and have really enjoyed 
being back in school! On Monday we studied International Women's Day and wrote 
about an inspirational woman, this included inspirational celebrities and inspirational 
women in our lives. We also had to prepare our vegetables so we could make our 
Scouse, which we were able to take home for our families to try. On Wednesday, we 
went to the Music room where we had to guess the instrument that Miss Laird was 
describing and had the opportunity to have a play with them all. Then on Thursday, we 
had a trip to the school library where we had the chance to select a book we wanted 
to take back to the classroom and read for pleasure.  
In English, we made our predictions about what we think out new book is going to be 
about using only the clues that Mrs Stokes provided.  
 
 
 
  

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson 

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

mailto:Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Madagascar 
This week Class Madagascar have once again worked really well. In English students 
have been using different verbs in their creative writing. Students have also looked at 
idioms and explored their use in the world. In Maths, students have looked at 
Perimeter. As part of their project work Madagascar class have talked about teeth and 
how to maintain a healthy mouth, including the correct method of teeth cleaning.  
 
As part of our celebration of Global Scouse Day, students prepared and cooked scouse 
in school, chopping, peeling and dicing vegetables.  
 
Kenya 
We have all enjoyed our first week back at school, although we are still trying to adapt 
to the changes and getting back to our routines. It has been so lovely to see all of the 
students back in class. This week in Kenya class, we have celebrated Global Scouse 
day by making our own version of scouse in school and taking a portion back home to 
share with our family. In English, we have finished studying the book Holes and we 
watched the film in class. We completed a book/film review and shared our opinions 
on it during group discussion. All of us have enjoyed the film and the book. In our 
writing lesson, we looked at persuasive writings and learnt the different writing 
techniques associated with it. We have tried to spot the use of these techniques in the 
comprehensions we read. In maths, we have started to look at the properties and the 
names of quadrilaterals. In geography, we looked at the period of the ice age, and why 
it happened. We talked about the animals that existed during that period of time and 
how glaciers have changed the landscape of some parts of the world. 
 
Seychelles 
In Seychelles this week we have made Scouse for Global Scouse Day, the pupils 
enjoyed preparing the ingredients to be cooked. In maths, we have learnt about area 
and in life skills about keeping money safe. For World Science week this week, we 
have made our own insects out of playdough. 
 
Fiji 
Fiji class have had a wonderful week back. We have celebrated 'British Science week 

2021'. Fiji class have participated in the BBC birdwatch live event. We have identified 

and classified birds in our local environment and practiced making bar charts to display 

results. The students then used recycled milk bottles to make bird feeders. We have 

added birdseed and taken them to our outdoor area to support our local wildlife. Fiji 

class have also taken part in a series of different science experiments. We have looked 

at chemical reactions between acids and alkalis. The students enjoyed the practical 

aspects of these sessions and completed evaluations to show their understanding. 

Finally, Fiji class have begun script writing for our class History play. We are focussing 

on WW2. All students have taken part in planning, writing and performing the play. We 

are looking forward to watching the finished results. Have a wonderful weekend Fiji 

class.  
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Cape Verde 
Welcome back Cape Verde! It is great to see you all in person again and to get back 
to learning in the classroom. This week we have celebrated British Science Week with 
some wonderful eggs-periments and designed our own egg protectors after learning 
about some inventors. We have a lot of creative thinkers and future inventors in class. 
In Maths, we have been learning about different types of angles how to measure them 
using a protractor. In English, we have been looking at how a written text can build up 
the picture of a character through words. Have a great weekend Cape Verde 
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For information: Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 
college for September. 
 
https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  
 
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-
february/  
 
Australia 
It is really great to be back in school for both staff and students this week. Students 
have settled well back into learning and been looking at topics such as the circularity 
system , debating the topic of animals in zoos, analysing and collecting evidence from 
a text and in looking at issues of health and safety in the workplace. We are really 
looking forward to our learning together over the coming weeks. 
  
Samoa 
This week we had a great first week back.  
We have continued our work on Oliver Twist that we started during home lessons. 
Every pupil, in the class, has written an amazing opening scene for English and should 
be very proud of themselves! 
We did coordinates in maths, looking at negative coordinates and shapes that are in 
different quadrants. 
On National Scouse Day, all the pupils enjoyed helping to make Scouse. The pupils 
showed us their excellent cutting skills and should be happy with the result, as it tasted 
great! 
We looked at the Montauk Monster and had a class discussion to what everyone’s 
views are on this case. We had lots’ of ideas to what they believe the monster is.  
It was great seeing everyone enjoying PE again and we hope everyone had fun getting 
active with friends again. 
We hope everyone has a lovely weekend. 
Samoa Class Team! 
 
New Zealand 
Coming back into school has been both exciting and strange for New Zealand students. 
They were quickly down to work on Monday, recapping their learning over the past two 
months in maths. Some great remembering of formulae, well done! We also revisited 
the English writing tasks to remind ourselves of the need for a clear structure in letters, 
emails and leaflets. Despite the weather, students were able to get outside for PE and 
of course, we enjoyed peeling and chopping vegetables for our Scouse, hope everyone 
at home enjoyed the sample. We have spent time on Zoom asking questions with staff 
from Myerscough College. Some students seemed very interested in the range of 
courses on offer, which is great. Have a lovely weekend from the Class Team! 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons 
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

Portugal Class 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
mailto:matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Tasmania 
This week in Tasmania, we welcomed back all of our students to class. It was great to 

see everyone's faces! We have budgeted for, planned and made Scouse to celebrate 

Global Scouse Day. We chopped vegetables and added herbs and stock cubes to 

flavour our Scouse. We also celebrated International Women's Day by learning about 

and recognising inspirational Women both in History and in our own lives. We learnt 

about strong, sensitive, caring, determined and tenacious Women that have an impact, 

on how we live today and helped to pave the way for Women in future generations. We 

also made some club sandwiches, which the pupils really enjoyed eating together in 

class.  

Papua New Guinea 
Welcome back PNG to learning again in school! In order to get back into the routine of 
things the class have taken part in and have completed many tasks. Firstly, for English 
we have revisited looking at SPAG with particular focus on capital letters and full stops. 
As well as this, we have started to identify the classic tropes used in the gothic genre.   
 In Maths, the class have looked at mean, mode, median, range and how to answer 
questions using these methods.  In Science, we recapped over the differences 
between plant and animal cells. For employability, the students identified what key 
things were needed to be included in a good CV.  For  life skills, PNG continued to 
learn about the world of work and discussed the right and responsibilities they would 
have in the workplace and who to contact if they had a problem.   
 Finally, in addition to their work in subject areas, students in PNG helped prepare 
vegetables as a way of celebrating global scouse day and attended a zoom to further 
their knowledge on the importance of recycling.   
Well done PNG for always working hard in all tasks set!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Page 20 of 28 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For information – Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 

college for September: 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  

https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-

february/  

Christmas Island and Malawi 
This week in KS5, we have been all getting used to being back in school. We are all 
happy to be back and all the students are settling in well. We have begun the topic of 
Social Justice and this week we have been learning about prejudice, discrimination 
and our human rights. We have been having lots’ of class discussions, giving our 
opinions on the topic. 
 
Supported Interns 
This week, with the students being back in school, our Interns workload has increased. 
More food to prepare and serve, more computer leads to untangle, laptops to be 
returned, signed off and more painting to be completed in the soon to be refurbished 
sensory room. 
The boys have responded with a positive attitude and have all shown resilience and 
determination to get the job done. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason 
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
mailto:Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Molly for the 12 March 
 

Isaac for the 12 March 
 
 

We wish you all a Wonderful Birthday and have fun! 
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Early Years and KS1 

Ireland Charlie for amazing communication and being kind in class 

Wales Jamie for an amazing Chatta board! 

Nurture Provision 

Spain Matthew for being in everyday and trying his best 

Cape Verde Shasiah for a fantastic attitude to learning all week  

Tasmania Molly for being here every day last week 

Key Stage 2 

Italy Imogen for excellent reading 

Portugal Alice for trying hard in every lesson! 

France Oliver for excellent progress in Reading and Phonics 

Canada Jack for trying hard with every single lesson 

USA Jamie for settling in really well and for being open about his 
feelings 

Key Stage 3 

Brazil Jacob for settling well back into school and completing all his 
activities 

Peru Jack for settling in well on our first week back and self-
regulating without any adult support 

Mozambique Paul for settling back into class with a positive attitude and 
completing all his work!   

Botswana Mason for making good choices this week and being on task 
as well as working well with others 

Madagascar Harry for always trying his best 

Kenya Lucas for being brilliant all week! 

Seychelles Levi for great contribution in class discussions 

Fiji Jake Jake has been a total superstar this week. He has 
participated in all our class activities and happily made 
decisions throughout the week 

Key Stage 4 

Australia Dominik for being great at taking part in covid testing.   

PNG Paul for always being a kind and conscientious student   

Samoa Luke for producing an excellent piece of Oliver Twist written 
work 

New Zealand Nicholas you did not give up in maths! Tremendous effort and 
success! 

Key Stage 5 

Malawi Luke for putting in a great effort making Scouse 

Christmas 
Island 

 Charlie for writing a fantastic piece of creative writing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student of the Week 24 
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Week 24 Photos 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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