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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 
 
 
Welcome to Term 5 and to this issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 
 
It has been brilliant to see the students in school this week. Following the lifting of 
shielding, I have been able to see every single student in school this week and it was 
so nice to say hello in person! Long may that continue – here is to a healthy term 
ahead! 
 
Term 5 is seven weeks long and so we have six more of fun remaining! 
 
We continue to work in a restricted way, though, with Bubbles and Zones in operation 
until further notice but we have been delighted to be allowed to start some activities, 
such as swimming, yoga lessons, LFC sessions and other such activities – as long as 
in restricted groups, with most stringent control measures and enhanced cleaning 
regime each day. Each Zone continues to have a dedicated cleaner all day and we 
also have deep cleaning of each area, including all shared spaces across the entire 
school site. 
 
Sadly, all non-essential meetings will continue to be held remotely and so, we continue 
to need to schedule all such meetings for the afternoons when the students are 
dismissed at the end of the day and the staff have the time to commit to those meetings. 
 
We will review this as the term goes on and keep you all posted if we can return to 
some form of normality. If we change anything at all, you will be the first to know! 
 
Please note some items on the Information Board and refer to some links, including 
our revised Covid-19 risk assessment.  
 
I want to thank everyone for engaging so dutifully in the twice weekly Covid-19 testing 
– please keep it up. This week – so far – zero cases!!! 
 
I wish you a restful weekend and look forward to Week 28! 
 
Kindest regards 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

Issue 27, 16 April 2021 
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OFSTED PILOT VISIT 
Please be advised that we have invited Ofsted to use Abbot’s Lea School as one of their pilot 
schools for the new approach to Ofsted inspections. This visit will take place on Wednesday 
and Thursday next week and, whilst not a real inspection, it might trigger letters to the families 
from the Ofsted team and possibly an invitation to share your views with the inspectors through 
surveys or meetings.  
 
There will be no formal report as such but I will share with you any key lessons learnt arising. 
 
For us, as the school team, this will be a very useful “dry run” ahead of the real inspection 
which is now overdue (due to Covid-19) and will take place at some point after September 
2021.  

 
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM 

I am delighted to confirm that, following the recruitment campaign before Easter, we have now 
appointed our new Occupational Therapist, Speech and Language Therapist and Child 
Psychotherapist.  
 
All will be based at Abbot’s Lea School full time and they each bring an amazing level of 
expertise in their specific fields.  
 
One remaining vacant post is that of an Educational Psychologist – we look forward to re-
advertising it this week for the new recruitment campaign over the coming few weeks. 
 
I am confident that we will have the team in place for September at the very latest! 
 
 

INTERNAL STAFFING PROMOTIONS 
We have consulted with the staff on some changes to our team and, having concluded the 
consultation and internal recruitment, I am delighted to confirm that: 
 

 Ms Lisa Sharpe has been promoted to the role of a Safeguarding Officer 

 Ms Jennie Shipley has been promoted to the role of an ICT Manager 

 Ms Keri Myers has been offered the post of an Office Manager (from September) 

 Ms Jo Scarrott has been offered the post of an Administrator (from September) 

 Ms Bev Lunt has been offered the post of an Administrator (from September) 
 

Huge congratulations to all of our staff on their successful job appointments! 
 
  

LIVERPOOL PARENTING NEWSLETTER 
You can use the link below to read the Liverpool Parenting Newsletter and it can also be found 
on our School Website 

 
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/liverpool-city-council-parenting-information-april-june-2021/ 

 

COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT 
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Risk-Assessment-v22-
12.4.2021.pdf 

 

INFORMATION BOARD 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/liverpool-city-council-parenting-information-april-june-2021/
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Risk-Assessment-v22-12.4.2021.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Risk-Assessment-v22-12.4.2021.pdf
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Our nearly new second-hand uniform shop is available to all 
families, where you can purchase any item for just £1.  
 
All items will have been washed (unless donated new with tags) 
and we will only sell items, which we believe to be in very good 
condition.  
 
We have Sweatshirts, Jumpers, Polo Shirts, Shirts, Trousers, 
Shorts and Blazers all in various sizes. 
 
 
Please contact our Family Adviser, Lisa Sharpe on 
lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  
8:30am – 2:30pm 

 
 
Term 5: 
 
Starts: 12 April 2021  
May Day: Monday 3 May 2021 
Term ends - 28 May 2021 
May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
 
Term 6: 
 
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return 
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme 
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET Day 
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week 
Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm 
 
School holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2020-21 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  8:30am – 2:30pm  
 
Term 1 
INSET – 1, 2, 3 September 2021  
6 September 2021– students return 
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 25-29 October 2021 
 
Term 2 
1 November 2021 – students return 
Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm 
Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022 
 
Term 3 
5 January 2022 – students return 
Ends: 18 February 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 21 – 25 February 2022 
 
Term 4 
28 February 2022 – students return 
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm 
Easter break: 11-22 April 2022 
 
Term 5 
25 April 2022 – students return  
May day: Monday 2 May 2022 
Ends: 27 May 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 30 May – 3 June 2022 
 
Term 6 
6 June 2022 – students return 
24 June 2022 – Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022), 
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers) 
8 July 2022 – End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS) 
11 – 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes) 
Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm 
Summer break: 15 July – 31 August 2022 (see below for start of school year 2022-23) 
INSET – 18, 19 July 2022 (worked in lieu during the academic year)  
 
 
Academic year 2022-23 
 
Term 1 
1 – 2 September 2022 – INSET 
5 September 2022 – students return 
Ends:  21 October 2022 
Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 2022 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2021-22 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Dear Families 
 
You may have gathered by now that I, along with my colleagues, am passionate about promoting 
reading in school. I wanted to take this opportunity to explain how reading is promoted for your child.  
 
Phonics 
Phonics is the learning that students engage with when they are learning the sounds that certain letters 
make. Unlike when I was at school (and we learnt the 26 letter of the alphabet in order; A-Z) sounds are 
taught in non-alphabetical sets. 
As students go through this process, the books that they read with their class teams in school will be 
“fully decodable.” This means that the sounds they have learnt in their phonics lesson will be in their 
reading book. In school, we follow the “Phonics Bug” scheme. However, we also have a wide range of 
other schemes available to offer breadth and variety (such as Songbirds, Alphablocks, Floppy Phonics 
and Project X, amongst others.) 
 
It is also important that students read, as an addition, books from the phonics phases below them, so 
as to consolidate what they have already learnt. 
 
Reading 
Once students progress beyond the phonics stages and become fluent readers, the focus continues on 
understanding what they have read. Since implementing the online “Bug Club” programme, we have 
seen a real positive impact on our students. It is important that students read different types of texts and 
have the opportunity to discuss these texts. For our older students, access to the Accelerated Reader 
programme has proven a real success. 
 
Reading for pleasure 
At all stages of a student’s career, it is important that we promote a love of reading. It is for this reason 
that we have developed and opened our library this year. Furthermore, staff ensure that students are 
read to everyday. This takes away the demands of decoding the text and allows students to immerse 
themselves in the stories – fictional and non-fictional. We will always read stories to students which are 
above their own reading level so as to expose them to rich vocabulary which they can use in their spoken 
word and recognise when they reach that stage in their own reading.  
 
How to help at home 
Here are some practical strategies for how you can help at home: 

1) Ensure you know which sets of letters and sounds your child is learning. Ask for advice from 
your child’s teacher about how to best practise those sounds at home 

2) Ensure you have your child’s login details to Bug Club/ Accelerated Reader 
3) Read to your child 
4) Encourage them to read signs for you when you are out and about 
5) Put the subtitles on screens when children are watching them 
6) Visit your local library and chose some texts. 

 
Happy Reading! 
 
Warmest wishes for the week ahead, 
 
Mrs Tobin  

 

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher 

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

mailto:deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Dear Families, Partners and Friends of Abbot’s Lea School 
 
Over the half term period, we have reviewed and redesigned our school webpage.  
 
While some tabs are still in development, you can now access new and improved Key Stage 
and Class Pages. Those spaces will be updated every Friday with weekly news and students’ 
contributions. 
 
I would like to invite all of our students to take ownership of their class pages and share their 
progress on monthly projects, creative productions or future planning. Our class teams are 
available to offer direct support with creation of the content, while our IT and R&D department 
can support with technical aspects of it. 
 
With recognition of the necessity of creating a flexible educational offer, we are developing a 
digital Resource Centre as well as Learning from Home guidance for all. Those will be available 
for students who are absent to ensure appropriate access to educational content and minimise 
learning loss. 
 
For our families and carers, we have extended our existent information page with available 
training and events, as well as additional information about wellbeing and online safety. We 
encourage you to engage with available free online training and webinar events, and request 
any additional topics you would like to see covered. 
 
Your feedback and suggestions about the new webpage organisation are much appreciated, 
you can submit them via email feedback@abbotsleaschool.co.uk or directly to me (contact 
information below). 
 
 
 
Miss Sara Muršić 
Head of Autism Research and Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Sara Muršić, Head of Autism Research & Development 
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Head of Autism Research & Development 

mailto:feedback@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Many families will no doubt be aware of the media coverage related to “peer-on-peer” abuse 
within educational establishments. This was linked to a social media campaign called 
‘Everyone’s Invited’ where people were encouraged to share their own personal experiences 
of abuse. Nearly 15,000 allegations of harassment and abuse were submitted to the website 
leading the Government to order Ofsted to undertake an ‘immediate review’ of the 
safeguarding policies in schools. A new NSPCC helpline ‘Abuse in Education’ was also set up  
 
Headteachers, politicians and the police have all revealed their horror at the testimonies. 
Education secretary Gavin Williamson has urged victims to go to someone they trust "whether 
that's a family member or friend, a teacher, social worker, or the police". He has vowed to "take 
appropriate action" and said no school should "should ever be an environment where young 
people feel unsafe, let alone somewhere that sexual abuse can take place". 
 
Supporting our students to be able to identify any type of abusive or inappropriate behaviour 
is an extremely high priority. Ensuring that students know who they can go to for help, both 
within and outside of school, is also hugely important and I truly hope that all students have at 
least one trusted adult in school they can go to for support.  
 
I take real pride in the Safeguarding Curriculum we have developed that educates our students 
in an age and stage of development appropriate manner. Our students are taught how to 
develop healthy and respectful relationships (including what ‘respectful’ behaviour actually 
looks like), consent, body confidence and self-esteem, prejudiced behaviour and, most 
importantly, that sexual violence and sexual harassment are always wrong. Sadly, we live in a 
society where some of our students may experience bullying and harassment of this kind. I 
implore all families to report any concerns to the school and remind their children that they 
should always tell an adult if they feel something is wrong. Students and their families can also 
ring the new hotline below or follow this link for more information: 
  
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-
helpline/ 
 
 

 
 Ms A Twomey 
Head of Care and Safeguarding 
 

 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Care and Safeguarding 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2021/sexual-abuse-victims-schools-helpline/
mailto:Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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If you’ve been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app, or if you’re 

the parent or guardian of a child who needs to self-isolate and you need to take time off to look 

after them, you may be eligible for a payment of up to £500.  

 

If you’re usually working and get benefits 

If you’ve been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app, you can 

apply for the payment if you’ll lose income because you cannot work from home. 

You can be either employed or self-employed. 

You or the partner you live with must get one of the following benefits: 

 Universal Credit 

 Working Tax Credit 

 Income-based Employment and Support Allowance 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income Support 

 Housing Benefit 

 Pension Credit 

You must have given NHS Test and Trace the information they’ve asked for, and have a Test 

and Trace account ID. 

If you’re the parent or guardian of a child who needs to self-isolate 

You might be able to get the payment if you need to take time off to look after them. They must: 

 be 15 or under, or 25 or under if they have an Education, Health and Care plan (EHC) 

 live with you 

 normally be at school or in childcare 

 have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or their school or childcare 

provider 

You’ll need to meet the other eligibility criteria. You’ll need evidence that your child has been 

told to self-isolate. We will provide you with the appropriate letter confirming that your child 

needs to self-isolate to help support your claim. 

If you’re usually working and do not get benefits 

If you’ve been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app, you might 

be able to get a payment if you’re on a low income and cannot work from home. 

You can be either employed or self-employed. 

Your council website will tell you what counts as low income, and whether you’re eligible. 

You must have given NHS Test and Trace the information they’ve asked for, and have a Test 

and Trace account ID. 

If you’re the parent or guardian of a child who needs to self-isolate 

You might be able to get the payment if you need to take time off to look after them. They must: 

 be 15 or under, or 25 or under if they have an Education, Health and Care plan (EHC) 

 live with you 

 normally be at school or in childcare 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support 

https://faq.covid19.nhs.uk/article/KA-01339
https://faq.covid19.nhs.uk/article/KA-01339
https://faq.covid19.nhs.uk/article/KA-01339
https://faq.covid19.nhs.uk/article/KA-01339
mailto:andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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 have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or their school or childcare 

provider 

You’ll need to meet the other eligibility criteria. You’ll need evidence that your child has been 

told to self-isolate. We will provide you with the appropriate letter confirming that your child 

needs to self-isolate to help support your claim. 

Full details can be found at: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to congratulate Jamie Adeniran, our Facilities Assistant who has this week 

completed his Level 2 apprenticeship in Facilities Services. Well done Jamie and thank you to 

everyone who has supported him. 

Following a review of the School Business Support structure, this week we have been 

recruiting for an Office Manager and I would like to congratulate Keri Myers who has been 

promoted to the post. We now have a number of vacancies to fill ready for September, both as 

a result of the restructure and maternity leave. Information about all of the posts below are on 

our website if you would like further information. 

 Educational Psychologist (re-advertisement) 

 Careers Lead (re-advertisement) 

 Teacher (KS1 Maternity Cover – until July 2022) 

 Teacher (Maternity Cover – until end of Feb 2022) 

 Family Adviser 

 Data Analyst 

 Finance and Payroll Officer 

 HR Officer 

 Catering Assistant 

 IT Apprentice 

 Grounds Maintenance Apprentice 

School Business Support 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Ireland 
Ireland Class have had an excellent first week back after the Easter break! We have a new 

topic for this term of Mini Beasts. We are so excited about this topic, and have been taking 

turns using the new equipment, (binoculars, magnifying glasses, nets and container 

boxes/pots) to find what Mini Beasts we have in our schoolyard and to see them up close! We 

have also been enjoying our Rhyme Time and have started to learn our new rhyme, Incy Wincy 

Spider which links to our new topic.  

We have continued singing our Phonics songs and have enjoyed time with sensory bags to 

practice our letter formation. We also developed our fine motor skills by cutting and sticking 

out spiders to glue onto the spout! We are learning a new Maths song (Five Little Caterpillars) 

to help us learn and recognise our numbers. We have made the most of the sunny weather so 

far, and have developed our gross motor skills in our yard by using the construction equipment 

to build and layer towers with the bricks and foam as cement and enjoyed time playing with 

our new basketball hoop outside! We returned to school with the surprise of new sensory 

boards around our classroom, which we have really enjoyed and engaged with this week! We 

have also enjoyed reading books about our new topic and made some yummy granola pots 

with fruit (strawberries, raspberries, blueberries, oats, chia seeds and yogurt) for our new food 

tech theme for this term of Brunch. We have loved being back in school and cannot wait for 

the rest of the term! Welcome back Ireland Class!  

Wales 
We have had an exciting first week back in Wales Class. Our new topic this term is mini beasts! 
In Maths, we have been measuring leaves and mini beasts in cm, using a ruler. We then 
compared and ordered the different lengths. In Food Technology, we followed instructions and 
made our own breakfast pots, they were so yummy! In English, we used Chatta to create a set 
of instructions to make our breakfast pots and we wrote them too! In Science, we planted our 
own sunflower seeds. We then read Katie and the sunflowers then made and recorded 
predictions of what our sunflower will look like when it grows. In Art, we explored Van Gogh's 
Sunflower. We discussed what colours where used and what shapes we could see. We also 
drew our own sunflowers in the style of Van Gogh. This term we are also taking part in yoga 
sessions with Katie. We have been practicing our breathing techniques and our yoga poses. 
In PSHE, we discussed ways in which we are unique and shared them with the class.  
 
We have had a brilliant first week back and are looking forward to the next.  
Have a nice weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Miss O’Neill  
 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Italy 
Italy Class have had a fabulous first week back. In English, we have been learning the story of 
Hansel and Gretel, we discussed how they would have felt and what they could do to help. In 
Maths, we started the new topic of multiplication. This half term we are learning all about 
coastlines. We discussed what we might find at the seaside and different beaches we have 
visited and not visited! In music, we listened to sea shanties, listening carefully to the rhythm 
and playing along. Italy Class have been learning different quick foods to make, this week we 
made beans on toast. 
Well done for a busy week Italy Class.  
 

France 
We have had an excellent first week back after our Easter break. The pupils have really 
enjoyed the start of our Coastline's topic and have used their ICT skills to research local sea-
sides. Next week we will be visiting New Brighton to look at the features of the coastline and 
see which parts are manmade or natural. For our English Fairy Tales' topic, we read the story 
of Hansel and Gretel. The class worked hard recognising the different emotions of Hansel and 
Gretel throughout the story then wrote excellent book reviews all about their favourite part. 
Keep up the hard work class France! 
  

Canada 
We have really enjoyed our first week of Term 5 in Canada Class! We have been very busy 

with lots of exciting lessons. On Monday, we made beans on toast as part of our Food 

Technology unit on easy-to-make meals. We were all able to take the lid of the tin of beans, 

put them in the microwave and butter our own toast! We started a new topic in maths on 

multiplication and arrays. We have all been practising our two times tables, and some of us 

can even do the 5s and 10s! In PE, we continued with hockey, we practised dribbling the ball 

again and our grips of the hockey stick have really improved. Then we played a game where 

we chipped the ball across the hall and through a hoop! Canada Class have been fantastic at 

hockey. 

In Geography, we began our new project on coastlines. We learned the names of all the seas 

and oceans and could label them on a map of the earth. On Wednesday, we went to the school 

library to choose new books for our reading for pleasure time; Canada class chose some 

interesting books. We also did some great life skills with Miss Joyce, we learned about what a 

community is and who in our community is there to help us with different problems. We then 

did some coastline themed artwork; we ripped teared and scrunched tissue paper to create a 

sea, sun and clouds. This really helped us develop our fine motor skills. On Thursday, we are 

continuing looking at the story of Hansel and Gretel. We will look at character profiles, settings 

and story sequences. The class team are so proud of how Canada Class have sprung straight 

back into action and have worked so hard.  

Well done, Canada! 

 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell 
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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USA 
USA have had an amazing first week back in school. We started the week with Food 
Technology in which we are learning about quick but healthy meals. We made beans on toast 
and the students developed their motor skills by using a tin opener and stirring the beans in 
the pan. We had our swimming sessions this week, which the students really enjoyed and were 
incredibly confident and sensible in the water. It has been amazing to see that confidence 
grow. In Maths, we have looked at multiplication. We cannot believe how many ways there are 
to get our answers! In Life Skills, we have looked at why there are rules and laws and we now 
understand that rules are there to protect us and even grown-ups have rules to follow. Well 
done USA, you have had such an amazing week! 
 

Spain 
Spain class this week have been researching the different coastlines in UK in Geography.  
We have been doubling numbers and working on number bonds in Maths. 
Hansel and Gretel has been this week’s English Story. 
We have learned about Purim in RE. 
The class made beans on toast in food tech. 
 

Portugal 
We have had a very busy first week back in Class Portugal! We have started our new topic of 
'The Coast'. We made some lovely pictures of the seaside in Art using chalks and pastels. We 
discussed different beaches that we have visited, what sort of things we might see and do 
there. 
In Maths, we have been learning about equal and unequal groups. The children have been 
amazing at this and worked so hard to get it right! We were so proud! 
In English, we have been learning about Hansel and Gretel and thinking of what it would be 
like to come across a house made of sweets!  
We are looking forward to another week of fun and learning next week! 
 

Have a lovely weekend 🙂 
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Brazil 
This week in Brazil class, we have been visiting Halewood Leisure Centre each morning. We 
have attended sessions taught by qualified swimming instructors to develop this important life 
skill of swimming. The students have practised their front crawl, backstroke and confidence 
jumping into the water. We have also started our project on 'Potions' this week, with the 
students designing their very own potion bottle and making it out of clay. We have had an 
excellent week in Brazil class this week and all students should be very proud of their efforts." 
 

Peru 
This week in Peru, we have enjoyed seeing our friends again after the Easter break. In English, 

we have introduced our new topic of Persuasive Writing and explored how we use this every 

day all around us in the form of adverts. We discussed and practised using a range of 

vocabulary designed to both persuade and dissuade people. In Maths, we have revisited time 

to consolidate our understanding. We practised telling the time to 5 minutes past the hour and 

then looked at the 24-hour clock. We practised solving some real word problems based around 

time. 

We have also enjoyed beginning looking at our new topic of Potions in the afternoons. We 

have completed a range of activities and have begun reading our related text, Alice's 

Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll.  

Botswana 
This week we have introduced our new topic of Potions and started to read out class book 
Alice's adventures in wonderland. We have been learning about tally charts and pictograms in 
maths. We have made a magic potion using bicarbonate of soda and vinegar and recorded 
the reaction. We have also learnt when a solid and a liquid are mixed together, a gas can be 
produced - this was demonstrated by our magic potion experiment. In art, we designed our 
own potion bottles. We hope you all have a lovely and restful weekend.  

 
Mozambique 
This week in Mozambique we have been learning all about Ramadan and Eid, we have learnt 
what they are, why they are celebrated and how they are celebrated. This led to us thinking 
about our own bad habits and some good deeds we could do. We were introduced to our new 
English topic 'pervasive writing,'  watching and critiquing adverts. In life skills, we started our 
new topic 'careers and employment' and began to discuss what skills and qualities are required 
in different careers and jobs. We have also listened and studied Jazz music as we going to 
start studying 'The History of Music in 20th century'.  
On Thursday we took a walk to find clues about what our new project was going to be about - 
we found lots’ of images including a cauldron, Alice in Wonderland, bottles and interesting 
animals. We took these clues back to class and discussed what our new project was about - 
we decided our new project is all about Potions!!  
 
Madagascar  
Madagascar class have had a brilliant first week back. They have been focusing on persuasive 
writing and analysing different adverts and the type of language they use. In Maths we have 

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson 

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 
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been looking at bar charts , Madagascar class created their own data based on ' how many 
objects in the classroom' and created their own bar charts.  To introduce our project, we went 
on a small scavenger hunt to try to find different clues to guess what our project subject will 
be.  Throughout the week, we looked at potions and used our ICT skills to create a picture 
board and then create our own design of a potion bottle.  
 

Madagascar class have worked really hard throughout the week. Well done everybody 🙂 

 

Kenya 
In Kenya class this week, we have been reading the book The Hodgeheg in English. The story 
finally revealed why the title of the book is called The Hodgeheg and not 'The Hedgehog'. We 
are excited to find out what Max will encounter on his adventurous journey on his quest to learn 
how to cross the road safely. In maths, we have started to look at how data can be presented, 
using pictograms, tally charts, frequency tables and bar charts. We have discussed the 
advantages and disadvantages of using each of these methods to present our data. We have 
started a new topic for this term - Potion. We have been out for a treasure trail looking for clues 
of our new topic. We have designed our own bottles of potion. We took into consideration the 
shape and design of the bottle, the colour of the potion, the smell and what it would do. Some 
students have even created names for their potion.  

 
Seychelles 
Welcome back Seychelles! 
What a wonderful week we have had this week with our class. In Maths this week we have 
been looking at perimeter and working out the perimeter of different shapes, starting with 
rectangles then moving onto more complicated shapes.  
In Life skills, we talked about the environment and what we can do to help the environment by 
recycling or instead of travelling in a car we could use a push bike/public transport. The 
students then went on to talk about the ozone layer and by recycling we can help protect the 
ozone layer around the earth.  
During our food tech lesson, we all practised our cutting skills chopping different types of fruit 
and created a rainbow fruit salad. We took this home, to share with our family. 
Our project has started with the title 'Potions'. A modern take on potions was taken, with staff 
being interviewed by the pupils about their experiences with modern medicine and hospitals. 
Some great questions asked and answered. 
  

Fiji 
Fiji class have been bust starting lots of new topics and projects this week. In Maths, we have 

begun looking at statistics. Students have created their own tally charts and presented their 

findings to the rest of the class using bar charts. In English, we have started a unit of work 

linked to persuasive language. We have spent time looking at adverts and the features we 

would expect to see. Fiji is looking forward to using this information to create their own adverts. 

Finally, we have started our new project Potions. We have enjoyed exploring this new learning 

journey... especially when we went on a treasure hunt around school. Fiji class were so excited 

to discover mystery bottles down in the woods labelled "drink me". The students worked in 

groups to discuss what they think they should do. Overall a very exciting, busy week. Fiji class 

are looking forward to a relaxing weekend... they deserve it.  

Cape Verde 
Welcome back Cape Verde! It has been great to you all again and we hope you have enjoyed 
your Easter break. We have made the most of the weather this week getting out-and-about 
looking for signs of spring in the grounds and enjoyed spending time outdoors. In maths, we 
have begun to look at statistics and different ways of recording information. We have worked 
on interpreting the information from a tally chart and pictogram as well as looking at the 



 

 
Page 16 of 25 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

properties of circles. In English, we have been working our persuasive writing skills. We have 
researched adverts and looked at the language and techniques used to sway our opinions as 
well as noticing key phrases. We have written letters, acted out adverts and began scripting a 
radio advert. In science, we have looked at solids liquids and gasses and their properties and 
sorted different materials. 
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For information: Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 

college for September. 

 
https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  
 
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-
february/  
 
Australia 
Students have returned well from the Easter break and it has been a really good week of 
learning. We have had a Science focus this week. In this, we have been looking at exploring 
our universe looking into the planets, night and day and the stars. The students enjoyed making 
planet biscuits and creating diagrams of how the planets are set up in the solar system. 
Students also really enjoyed Life Skills this week where we were using our problem-solving 
skills to work out how to cross part of the school field on PE mats without touching the grass. 
The students greatly enjoyed this activity.  
 

Samoa 
This week Samoa have had a great week back. We have been looking at comparison, sum 
and difference in maths. All pupils have completed worksheets successfully on this math's 
work and have shown great understanding. In English, the new topic of Gothic Fiction was 
introduced. We started looking at the author Mary Shelley who wrote the famous Frankenstein 
book.  
For our project work, we went on a walk to see where we would be planting our allotment. All 
of the pupils are excited about starting this and cannot wait to start gardening soon. We also 
linked this with science and looked at the properties of a flower, how they reproduce and gain 
their nutrients.  
For food tech, this week we made tasty pizza wraps. Every pupil carefully listened to instruction 
and worked as mature young adults when using the ovens. 
We were lucky enough to have LFC teach us in P.E. All pupils were very respectful and 
carefully listened to everything they were teaching us; we are very proud of the Samoa pupils. 
We hope everyone has a lovely weekend! 
Samoa class team. 

 
New Zealand 
New Zealand have been enjoying the sunshine and spending time in our Forest School area 
planning an allotment. Some pupils worked on the Bug Hotel. Maths has focussed on a new 
topic, data collection and presentation. We have looked at primary and secondary data and 
ways to use a survey to find out people's opinions. We have begun looking at the Level 1 
Functional Skills English Reading Paper. The case study looked at Cat Cafes, which provoked 
lots of discussion. In science, the students are researching plant and animal cells and 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 4 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons 
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

Portugal Class 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-february/
mailto:matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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comparing the two. We will soon be growing our own herbs to plant in the Forest School area. 
Every morning we continue to read "The Lord of the Flies" and some students took the 
opportunity to visit the school library to pick a reading book of their own. In our food technology 
lesson (making Irish 15s) you can see, the very busy week we have had! 

 
Tasmania 
This week in Tasmania class, we welcomed back our students after enjoying the Easter break. 

We started our project for this term, allotments and have been researching what you can grow 

on allotments. We have used Jam board to work together to share our ideas and work as a 

team. In Food Technology this week, we made some chocolate bark. We found some tree bark 

out in the school grounds and used the texture and look of it as inspiration for our chocolate 

bark.  

Papua New Guinea 
After a restful Easter break, PNG have come back ready to learn and get back into the school 
routine! For English, we have continued to read ‘The Woman in Black’ and have created 
descriptions of settings and characters using typography. We have also looked at different 
types of texts by identifying their genre, audience and purpose. Linking with this, the students 
also visited the library and chose a fiction book to read at the start of the day in order to improve 
their reading and writing skills.  
For Maths, we have looked at statistical data in particular being able to use charts and 
diagrams. In Science, students have completed another unit linked to their functional skills 
qualification. As a class, we looked at the respiratory system through crafting a set of lungs 
and for the central nervous system we used a game to test how quickly our reaction times were 
(all students were pretty quick including staff!).   
As well as completing tasks for academic subjects, PNG took part in discussions with LFC for 
the ‘I Will’ project, which looks at helping the community. Finally, in Life Skills, the class took 
part in carrying out following specific administrative tasks, which gave them first-hand 
experience of what the world of world would be like in an office or business setting.  
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For information – Links to open sessions at Hugh Baird College and Myerscough 

college for September: 

https://www.hughbaird.ac.uk/events  

https://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/online-course-advice-morning-

february/  

Christmas Island and Malawi 
In KS5 this week, we have had a focus on work experience. We have had discussions, about 
what work experience the students would like to try and what skills we need in the workplace. 
We have also discussed why work experience is important as well as what we can gain by 
doing it. We have had a fantastic first week back after the Easter holidays and we are looking 
forward to a very busy term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 5 
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason 
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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Scarlett for the 19 April  
Mikey for the 21 April  

 
 

We wish you all a Wonderful Birthday and have fun! 
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Early Years and KS1 

Ireland Jan for excellent engagement in all lessons and for being a 
kind friend by sharing the Mini Beast equipment 

Wales Layal for brilliant news writing 

Nurture Provision 

Spain Joshua for trying his best every day 

Cape Verde James for great sportsmanship in PE  

Tasmania Ciaran for being thoughtful and a good friend 

Key Stage 2 

Italy Jack for super multiplication work in maths 

Portugal Riley for outstanding Maths work!  

France Jamal for using excellent ICT to research facts about a seaside 
resort 

Canada Jonny managing feelings much better and having a more 
positive attitude 

USA Jo Jo for having a brilliant first week back and trying incredibly 
hard during our swimming lessons  

Key Stage 3 

Brazil Finley for having an excellent attitude towards swimming this 
week 

Peru Jamie for such a positive attitude every day in all lessons 

Mozambique Joel for joining his class in group work 

Botswana Ciaran for making good choices and managing his emotions 
well 

Madagascar Justin for excellent work in English 

Kenya Nathaniel for being a shining example of the golden rules 

Seychelles Kyle for contributing to group discussions 

Fiji James James has worked incredibly hard in all aspects of the 
curriculum this week. He has also worked hard to 
manage his behaviours and emotions. James we are 
incredibly proud. Keep up the hard work! 

Key Stage 4 

Australia Liam for being really invested in his new reading book 

PNG Lewis for always working hard in lessons and completing tasks 
to a good standard!  

Samoa Lily for engaging in all tasks and getting the confidence to 
read out loud to the class 

New Zealand Kazie Well done Kazie, lots of effort this week and you have 
enjoyed our work outside making the bug hotel 

Key Stage 5 

Malawi Elliot for brilliant engagement and work ethic in all of his 
lessons  

Christmas 
Island 

Lewis for fantastic engagement and achievement in phonics 
intervention  

 
 
 
 

Student of the Week 27 
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Week 27 Photos 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Have a wonderful weekend everyone! 
 
     
 
          
 
             
           
 
 
                                     
 

 

 


