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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 

 
 
Welcome to today’s newsletter! What a busy week we have had at Abbot’s Lea School! 

Apart from the usual richness of the learning opportunities for the students, we – the staff, also 

learnt a lot this week by hosting a pilot Ofsted inspection visit. 

A team of four inspectors visited us on Wednesday and Thursday this week and it was brilliant 

to meet them and show them around our school, facilitate their meetings with the students, 

teachers (including our Key Stage Leaders), support staff and also our leadership team.  

For me as the school’s Headteacher, the involvement was (disappointingly!) minimal, as the 

new inspection framework appears to test the impact of the vision and the school development 

plan, seeing if it is reflected consistently in the practice “on the ground”. It is a challenge for 

any Headteacher to just step away and let the “judgment” unfold, so a bit of learning to “let go” 

for me, too!  

Speaking of judgment though, this pilot was never going to deliver any as the visit was not 

graded, but still – it has been extremely useful in the team identifying, very explicitly, at the 

feedback meeting, the following strengths of our school’s practice, as evidenced over time and 

during the two-day observations: 

1. Safeguarding is highly effective at Abbot’s Lea School  

 

2. Personal Development: 

- All students are very well supported by the staff at Abbot’s Lea School 

- All students are supported very well to become confident and to achieve the 

highest levels of independence possible 

- Staff are forensic in identifying students’ needs, and precise in designing the 

programmes of personal development and support 

 

3. Behaviour and Attitudes 

- Abbot’s Lea School is a calm learning environment 

- Students like it here and they feel safe 

- All students are well behaved 

- Learning is rarely interrupted and when that happens, students are supported by 

the staff who use systems of positive behaviour support consistently 

 

4. Employability 

- Employability is an integral part of the school’s vision and a key feature of the 

curricular provision from Early Years to Key Stage 5 

- Employability curriculum is well structured, carefully planned and effectively 

delivered 
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- Employability curriculum and specific programmes of study are highly effective in 

preparing all students for their next stages of education, employment and training 

Additionally, feedback was given about our outstanding Newly Qualified Teachers and 
Recently Qualified Teachers, who, the lead inspectors stated, were simply “spot on” with their 
knowledge, skills and – very crucially – their positive mind-set! Huge thanks to the team of the 
fabulous four who stepped out of their class to share their experience of being supported in 
their early career development!!! 
 
I also want to thank those families who may have been called by the Ofsted team – I am sorry 
that I cannot extend personal thanks but I am unaware of who the inspectors called this week 
– I want to thank you so much for your time and your participation! Apologies to any that may 
have hoped for contact from the team but never received an invitation to express your views.  
 
Lastly, but absolutely crucially, I want to pause and thank all of my students. I already spoke 
to you all during today’s Primary and Secondary Departments assemblies, but thank you, 
because: 
 

- You extended the warmest of welcomes to the visitors in your classroom 
- You read books to the inspectors 
- You talked to the inspectors about your learning 
- You shared your work with the inspectors 
- You showed them around the school 
- You played with the inspectors 
- You had lunch with the inspectors 
- You had formal meetings with the inspectors 
- You spoke to them about your own experiences and personal journeys 
- You answered their questions about safeguarding, equality legislation and practice 

(how impressive is that?!), you shared your knowledge, your skills, your plans for 
the future and your successes to-date. 
 

I am very proud of you al! 
  

One of the inspectors said to me after one such meeting: “This was the best meeting with the 
students I have ever had in all my years inspecting specialist schools”. Having checked, that 
inspector has visited, over the years, over 200 schools! 
 
All that is left for me to say is: I thank you all: students, families, staff and the governors, for 
your time, your support and – your voice! I want to thank my team of leaders – you were always 
on hand, often at short notice and with ever-changing timetables – thank you for your total 
commitment and hard work! 
 
The next step for me – make Abbot’s Lea School EVEN better!!! Starting next week…  
 
Until then, please do take care of yourselves and enjoy this glorious sunny weather; long may 
it continue! 
 
Happy weekend, everyone! 
 
Kindest regards 
 
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
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Our School Development Plan 2018-21 is coming to an end this year and so, the staff 
have been busy evaluating our successes to-date and identifying areas for future 
development.  
 
Now that we have all been back at school for a few weeks, I would like you to please 
imagine the next few years and tell me, what would you like Abbot’s Lea School to:  
 

 START doing to make it the best school for you (or your child)  

 STOP doing as it makes your (or your child’s) time at school not as good as it 
could be  

 CONTINUE doing as it simply works very well for you (or your child)  
 
We look forward to hearing from you and we ask you to submit your responses via 
either:  
 
- Completion of the form attached (to be returned to Reception or to 
feedback@abbotsleaschool.co.uk)  

- Completion of the survey – https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SDP2021-24/  

- Recording of a video message and sending to: feedback@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

- Phone call to Kim Adair, Head’s PA who can write down your suggestions.  
 

The consultation will last until 19 May 2021. 
 
We will consider every single suggestion coming our way and then, create a draft 
School Development Plan 2021-24, which we will share with you, inviting further 
comments.  
 
The final draft of the SDP 2021-24 will be presented to the Governing Body in July 
2021, for consideration and if endorsed, it will be implemented from September 2021, 
guiding all of our strategic efforts and operational work.  
 
I personally thank you in advance for your voice, which has always been an integral 
part of all of my decision-making.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Mrs A Hildrey  
Headteacher 

 
 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2021-24 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 

mailto:feedback@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SDP2021-24/
mailto:feedback@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


 

 
Page 4 of 27 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT YEAR’S SCHOOL DAY 
 

I had an email from a parent asking me whether a school day times of 8:30-2:30 could 
be re-considered, as the current day is causing some difficulty for them in terms of 
childcare.  
 
I will meet with the Strategic Leadership Team on Monday next week to see what we 
can do, and in the meantime, I am keen to gather more families’ views and so will 
launch a very brief survey to have a wider view – please could you kindly take a 
moment this week to let me know your views. Survey link will be sent to you via 
Parentmail this afternoon. 

 
VACANCIES 

 
We have a number of vacancies available at Abbot’s Lea School – please find a link 
to the website for details: http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/vacancies/ 

 
 

COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 

Our risk assessment has been updated and can be found on our website: 
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Risk-Assessment-
v22-12.4.2021.pdf 

 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS 
 

Following blended learning of onsite and remote learning earlier this year, and the closure of 
non-essential shopr prior to 12 April 2021, I previously extended flexibility in the dress code 
and footwear to the students. This was to allow the families to be able to source, including 
meausure where the children’s sizing may have changed, new uniform and school shoes.  
 
I would like to remind all families that this flexibility was extended to the middle of April and as 
such, asll students are expected to arrive at school each day in their full school uniform (or a 
PE outfit on PE days). 
 
We do operate a nearly new school uniform shop and in the spirit of supporting the 
environment, we do actively encourage all families to use it, in favour of new items from the 
uniform supplier.  
 
See page 7 for more details. 

 

LIVERPOOL CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
SEE PAGE 5 AND 6 

 

INFORMATION BOARD 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/vacancies/
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Risk-Assessment-v22-12.4.2021.pdf
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Risk-Assessment-v22-12.4.2021.pdf


 

 
Page 5 of 27 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16th April 2021 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Re: COVID-19 and overseas travel 

Thank you for your continued support in the fight against Coronavirus. We wanted to 

take this opportunity to remind you there are restrictions in place for international 

travel. 

You can only travel internationally from England where you have a reasonable 

excuse to leave the UK, such as work. International holidays are not permitted. 

RED LIST TRAVEL BAN COUNTRIES 

If you have been in or through any of the countries listed here: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): red list travel ban countries - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

in the previous 10 days, you will be refused entry to the UK. 

If you are a British or Irish National, or you have residence rights in the UK, you will 
be able to enter. You must quarantine in a government approved hotel for 10 days. 
 
Currently, everyone allowed to enter England from outside the Common Travel Area 
(Ireland, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man) must: 
 
 quarantine for 10 days 
 take a coronavirus test on day 2 and day 8 of quarantining unless your job permits 

exemption. You will have to pay for a private test: shorturl.at/gmxZ4 
 follow the national social distancing rules 
 
If you are self isolating and require further help with shopping, getting prescriptions or 
mental health please visit here: shorturl.at/fjyK0 Alternatively, please call freephone 
0800 169 3032. Our lines are open 8am to 6pm Monday to Friday. 

This guidance is available in a range of alternate languages: shorturl.at/zHJK6 

Face coverings 

When picking up or dropping off children from school or nursery you should wear a 
face covering, unless you are exempt and always avoid close contact with others.  

Stay safe and many thanks for your continued support. 

 

 

 

Matt Ashton 

Director of Public Health, Liverpool 

Steve Reddy 

Director of Children’s Services, 

Liverpool 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-declaration-form-for-international-travel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-declaration-form-for-international-travel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-measures-to-protect-the-uk-from-variant-strains-of-covid-19#travel-bans-to-the-uk---banned-countries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/booking-and-staying-in-a-quarantine-hotel-when-you-arrive-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-travel-area-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-travel-area-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-people-travelling-to-england?step-by-step-nav=8c0c7b83-5e0b-4bed-9121-1c394e2f96f3
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://liverpool.gov.uk/communities-and-safety/emergency-planning/coronavirus/help-for-people-and-communities/ask-for-help/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
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General Covid-19 advice 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a PCR test as soon as possible.  

Stay at home until you get the result. 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

People who are sick with coronavirus may have other flu like symptoms such as: 

 body aches 

 persistent headaches 

 sore throat 

 tiredness 

 shortness of breath 

 nausea or 

 diarrhoea 

If you don’t have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus, you don’t need to isolate until you get 

your result, however you do need to continue to take the usual measures to protect yourself and 

others from illness.  

General Testing (not part of returning to England) 

People with symptoms can get a test here: 

https://liverpool.gov.uk/communities-and-safety/emergency-planning/coronavirus/how-to-get-

tested/tests-for-people-with-symptoms/ 

People without symptoms can access our community testing sites here: 

https://liverpool.gov.uk/smarttesting 

Testing after travel from overseas: www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-people-

travelling-to-england?step-by-step-nav=8c0c7b83-5e0b-4bed-9121-1c394e2f96f3 

Mental wellbeing 

Don’t forget about your own self-care. Discover our supportive online mental wellbeing space for 

adults: qwell.io 

 

https://liverpool.gov.uk/communities-and-safety/emergency-planning/coronavirus/how-to-get-tested/tests-for-people-with-symptoms/
https://liverpool.gov.uk/communities-and-safety/emergency-planning/coronavirus/how-to-get-tested/tests-for-people-with-symptoms/
https://liverpool.gov.uk/smarttesting
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-people-travelling-to-england?step-by-step-nav=8c0c7b83-5e0b-4bed-9121-1c394e2f96f3
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-people-travelling-to-england?step-by-step-nav=8c0c7b83-5e0b-4bed-9121-1c394e2f96f3
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Our nearly new second-hand uniform shop is available to all 
families, where you can purchase any item for just £1.  
 
All items will have been washed (unless donated new with tags) 
and we will only sell items, which we believe to be in very good 
condition.  
 
We have Sweatshirts, Jumpers, Polo Shirts, Shirts, Trousers, 
Shorts and Blazers all in various sizes. 
 
 
Please contact our Family Adviser, Lisa Sharpe on 
lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
  

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  
8:30am – 2:30pm 

 
 
Term 5: 
 
Starts: 12 April 2021  
May Day: Monday 3 May 2021 
Term ends - 28 May 2021 
May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021 
 
Term 6: 
 
Starts: 7 June 2021 – students return 
25 June 2021 – Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme 
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET Day 
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week 
Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm 
 
School holidays: Monday 16 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2020-21 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 



 

 
Page 9 of 27 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  8:30am – 2:30pm – under leadership team’s review 
 
Term 1 
INSET – 1, 2, 3 September 2021  
6 September 2021– students return 
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 25-29 October 2021 
 
Term 2 
1 November 2021 – students return 
Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm 
Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022 
 
Term 3 
5 January 2022 – students return 
Ends: 18 February 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 21 – 25 February 2022 
 
Term 4 
28 February 2022 – students return 
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm 
Easter break: 11-22 April 2022 
 
Term 5 
25 April 2022 – students return  
May day: Monday 2 May 2022 
Ends: 27 May 2022 at 2:30pm 
Half term break: 30 May – 3 June 2022 
 
Term 6 
6 June 2022 – students return 
24 June 2022 – Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022), 
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers) 
8 July 2022 – End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS) 
11 – 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes) 
Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm 
Summer break: 15 July – 31 August 2022 (see below for start of school year 2022-23) 
INSET – 18, 19 July 2022 (worked in lieu during the academic year)  
 
 
Academic year 2022-23 
 
Term 1 
1 – 2 September 2022 – INSET 
5 September 2022 – students return 
Ends:  21 October 2022 
Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 2022 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2021-22 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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Dear Families 
 

 
 
As always, I have enjoyed watching all of the lovely lessons in school this week. It is always 
great to see children engaged and loving their learning.  
 
I would like to share with you an example of one such lesson, where the students focused on 
the concept of never giving up. 
 
 The students looked at some drawings that had been started and never finished, and had to 
draw their own. Look what they did! 
 
If you would like a go yourself, here is the sheet below! 
 

 
  
Mrs Tobin  
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher 

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

mailto:deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Dear colleagues, families and friends of Abbot’s Lea School 

Research is not boring or difficult and I am on a mission to prove that to you. 
 
On 12 May at 1 pm, I am organising an Online Research café, which is an opportunity for 
students, families, staff and communities to come together and talk about research. This event 
is aiming to create a friendly environment for all questions and give everyone a chance to meet 
people behind research projects.  
 
The focus of this event is on the voice of the autistic community, how researchers can use 
participatory methods to create a welcoming and respectful environment for people to share 
their opinions and have control over their representation in publication. I have invited two 
researchers whose projects have been accepted by our school due to open and inclusive ways 
of including participants in all stages of research. The speakers at this event are: 
 
Anita Balcer-Whittle (University of Leeds) who is exploring how we can make research and 
testing more exciting and enjoyable for autistic teens, given our current climate of online 
learning, research, and meetings. 
 
Michelle Dunne (Edge Hill University), who is engaging young autistic people in exploring 
their experiences and priorities for post-16 education. 
 
We do not need degrees to do great research, but we do need great ideas. Join our research 
café and help us solve the first mystery: What does Abbot’s Lea community wants to 
research?  
 
If you are not part of our staff team, register for the event to receive the access link: 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ResearchCafe/  
 
The session will be recorded and shared with registered participants who are unable to attend. 
 
  
Ms Sara Muršić 
Head of Autism Research and Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Miss Sara Muršić, Head of Autism Research & Development 
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Head of Autism Research & Development 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ResearchCafe/
mailto:sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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This week I would like to draw your attention to an incredibly important survey. The Big Ask is aiming 
to be the largest consultation with children undertaken in England. It will be introduced with an online 
assembly by footballer Marcus Rashford. 
 
From Monday, the month-long anonymous survey has been made available to schools, youth groups, 
charities and other children's organisations and services with questions tailored to different age 
groups. Children will be asked how happy they are about aspects of their lives, and what they think 
stops children achieving what they want to achieve when they grow up.  
 
There will be focus groups for children with special educational needs, disabilities or other complex 
needs, and focus groups to ensure the experience of babies and pre-school children is captured. Full 
details from the Children’s Commissioner are below: 
 
Hi, my name is Rachel de Souza and I’m the Children’s 
Commissioner for England. My job is to speak up for children in 
England, stand up for their rights, and make sure that the people 
in power listen to what children need and want.  
 
It’s time to give something big back to young people like you after 
COVID — and we need your help to do it. 
 
This is the largest ever survey of children and young people in 
England. We’ll use what you tell us to show the government what 
you think, and what children need to live happier lives. 
 
About The Big Ask 
The Big Ask is a survey for children and young people aged 4–17 in England. We’ve split the survey 
into different age groups, so you can fill in a version appropriate for your age. We’ve also made easy-
read ‘accessible’ versions as well as a version for care leavers. 
 
Why you should take part 
This is your chance to have your say on the things that matter to you. You can tell us what your life is 
like, what you want in the future, and anything you think is holding you back. 
We’ll use what you say to tell the people who run the country or your local area what you think needs 
to change to make your life better. 
 
Your privacy 
We won’t ask for your name, phone number or email, and we’ll keep what you tell us safe and private 
– it won’t be shared with anyone else. You don’t have to answer any question if you don’t want to. 
 
Please follow the following link to take part in the survey 
 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/ 
  

 
Ms A Twomey 
Head of Care and Safeguarding 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Care and Safeguarding 

mailto:Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Over the forthcoming months, we will have lots of exciting projects aiming to improve on our 

outdoors spaces. This will be of huge benefit to students, staff and visitors, once we get some 

easing of restrictions and we can welcome all of our Abbot's Lea family back to see us. 

 

We are looking to create a sensory garden, polytunnel area and other exciting areas to allow 

all of our students to fully embrace nature and help develop their knowledge and understanding 

of the world around them 

 

As well as an update, this is a shout out for help. If there is anyone out there, who is a keen 

gardener or anyone who would like to help and has some free time please let me know. I would 

love to hear from you and to hopefully get you board to help out. 

 

Have a great weekend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we had a visit from four Ofsted inspectors as we were participating in a pilot of their 

new inspection framework. This allowed us to test our readiness should we be inspected for 

real. I would like to thank all of the staff for their commitment, hard work and flexibility during 

the two days. 

 As a school, we are continuing with our regular Covid testing and are proactively issuing kits 

to students and staff. Members of the community can also now collect kits to do tests at home 

- information on where to collect a kit is available on the link below. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-

you-do-not-have-symptoms/ 

 Hope everyone has a restful weekend and enjoys some sunshine.  

 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support 

School Business Support 

 

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR 

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
mailto:andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Ireland 

Ireland Class have had a brilliant week! We have been exploring our Mini Beasts topic even 

more and have learned about the life cycle of a caterpillar. We enjoyed reading The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar and made our own caterpillars using our Maths blocks. We got, introduced, 

to our very own class caterpillars too, which we will be observing this term to watch how they 

transform into butterflies! We have also continued to take turns using the new equipment 

(binoculars, magnifying glasses, nets and container boxes/pots) to find more Mini Beasts we 

have in our schoolyard, and to see them up close! We have also been enjoying our Rhyme 

Time and have started to learn our new rhyme The Wheels on the Bus. We have continued 

singing our Phonics songs and have enjoyed time with sensory bags to practice our letter 

formation, and used flashcards to show our understanding. We also developed our fine motor 

skills by scrunching tissue paper and making caterpillars from the paper. We have used our 

outdoor area to develop our Maths knowledge, by counting up to 20 using different equipment 

such as the construction blocks.   

Have a lovely weekend!  

  

Wales 
Class Wales have had a very exciting week In English we have read 'What the ladybird heard.' 
We told the story through role-play, retold the story using Chatta and a story map. In Maths, 
we have been exploring capacity. We experimented with different containers and used pom- 
pom, cubes and tonic water to find the capacity of different containers and some of us used 
ML's! We also used a UV light which made our tonic water glow!  In Science, we went on a 
mini beast hunt around our school grounds and discussed the microhabitats the mini beasts 
we found would live in. We also observed our caterpillars and sunflower plants and discussed 
the change we could see. In PSHE, we explored the things we have in common with others in 
our class such as our favourite food and colour. In P.E., we took part in a yoga session and 
practiced our deep breathing skills and yoga poses. We also took part in peer massage with 
was really calming. In Food Technology, we made our own scones. We followed the recipe, 
sieved our flour, and crumpled our butter into the mixture. We enjoyed eating them with jam 
and cream… they were delicious!  
We have had an exciting week this week and looking forward to next week. 
Have a lovely weekend,  
Wales Class Team   
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Miss O’Neill  
 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

mailto:michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Italy 
This week Italy Class have been very busy. In English, we have been continuing our topic of 
Fairy Tales. Describing the characters of Hansel and the Witch. In Maths, we have been using 
our robot doubling machine to accurately double numbers and our monster sweet shop to half 
numbers equally. We conducted a science experiment to see how we could stop coastal 
erosion and wrote a postcard telling others how to stop it. We continued our topic in food 
technology of quick meals we can make when we are hungry and made cheese and ham 
toasties. In art, we practiced are scrunching skills and created a tissue paper collage of the 
seaside. Well done for working so hard this week Italy Class.  
 

France 
We have had another fun filled week in class France. On Tuesday, we enjoyed a lovely trip to 
New Brighton as part of our Coastlines topic. The students identified the different features at 
the seaside resort and spoke about whether they were natural or man-made. On Wednesday, 
we continued learning about the Jewish festival of Purim by making delicious hamantash 
(traditional Jewish biscuits.) They enjoyed eating them as much as they did making them! On 
Thursday, we continued our story of Hansel and Gretel in English. The students used their 
senses to guess the clues in the blind bags and then used these to write about key parts of the 
story. We also had lots of fun learning about the process of erosion by creating our own 
sandcastles. We used water to create 'waves' and watched the effect this had on our 
sandcastles. Keep up the hard work class France!' 

 
Canada 
We have had the busiest week in Canada class! We have started swimming again at Halewood 
leisure centre. We have learned to swim on our front and our backs! Some of us can even hold 
our breath and go under the water. Canada class have really impressed the staff with their 
hard work and listening skills. We also continued with our unit in food tech on easy to make 
meals, and made cheese and ham toasties. We were all great at following the instructions to 
put our bread in the toaster, spread the butter, add the cheese and ham and then melt it in the 
grill. They were so tasty! We have also continued with our maths unit on multiples of 2, 5 and 
10. We have practised these by using numicon, computing games and songs. We have had 
lots of fun with our new project on coastlines this week. We looked at different beaches in the 
UK and completed a survey on who has been to each beach. Looking at each beach, we are 
beginning to identify manmade and natural features of the coastline, such as sand, 
promenades, piers etc. Today, we are going to use feely bags to guess which beach is which 
depending on their features! (Canada class' favourite beach was Blackpool!!) We are very 
proud of Canada class and look forward to continuing the fun next week! 

 
USA 
USA have had another fantastic week, we have started some new topics this week.  We started 
the week, with Life Skills looking at what skills we would need for the job we wanted.  We went 
outside and pretended to be lollipop people. In English, we have started looking at Fairy Tales 
and we are going to look at how they can be twisted and changed. As part of our project work, 
we have looked at coastlines. We have looked at different features of a coastline and even 
made our own mini coastline to find out different ways cliffs are protected, from erosion. In P.E 

Key Stage News and Updates 
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we made an Athletics course to practise different skills’, we developed our balancing skills and 
hand eye coordination. We have had lots’ of fun lessons this week and can really see how the 
students learn best when having fun. 
  

Spain 
In Maths Spain class have been learning there 2, 5 and 10x tables. 
For English we have been doing the story of Rapunzel.  
In Geography, we have moved onto seasides, learning about the difference between land 
made and natural objects. 
In Art, we made salt dough and poked shells into them to create a mosaic. 
In Science, we have learned about the different materials and how to recognise objects made 
out of said materials. 
In RE the class made Graggers, which is a noise maker to drown out wickedness. 

  
Portugal 
This week in Class Portugal, we have been learning all about the coasts! We made some 
beautiful seashells from clay - we worked really hard to follow the instructions! We also went 
to Hale Village on the minibus to see the coast and the lighthouse. We sketched the lighthouse 
when we got back to school. 
In English, we continued reading Hansel and Gretel and made our own biscuit houses based 
on the story. We used sweets and icing to decorate them. We also chose some adjectives to 
describe our houses to our friends.  
In Maths, we have been learning all about doubling, we had a doubling machine which we put 
cubes into to calculate the answers.  
Finally, in Geography, we helped Paddington Bear sort out his travel photographs into 'city or 
coast'.  
A fantastic week! 

Have a lovely weekend! 🙂 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
Page 17 of 27 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brazil 
This week Brazil class have been looking at persuasive writing, specifically adverts. The 
students have looked at features of adverts and have written their own advert to persuade 
people not to buy it; the students have tried extremely hard with this activity and should be 
proud of their efforts. We have also looked at viscosity this week, with the students conducting 
a fair investigation into which liquid flows quickest down a ramp. The students were able to 
conclude that honey had the highest viscosity. We look forward to another fun filled week of 
learning. 
 

Peru 
This week in Peru class, we have been visiting Halewood Leisure Centre each morning. We 
have attended sessions taught by qualified swimming instructors to develop this important life 
skill of swimming. The students have practised their front crawl, backstroke and confidence 
jumping into the water. We have also continued our project on 'Potions' this week looking at 
anaesthesia and scientific advancements over time. We have had an excellent week in Peru 
class this week and all students should be very proud of their efforts. 

  
Botswana 
This week the pupils in Botswana class have been learning about statistics and data, using 
Tally chart, Pictograms and Bar Charts. 
During English, the pupils have been learning about adverts and the ways in which they 
persuade people to buy their products.  
In Design Technology, the pupils used their designs from the previous week to make a potion 
container from clay, which they will paint next week. 
In Science, we have been testing different liquids to see how runny they are. 

 
Mozambique 
In Mozambique this week, we have been continuing to investigate potions in our project work 
by reading Alice in Wonderland and discussing what potion she drank. We looked at the label 
on the potion, how to use safety labels in real life and then created our own safety features 
using our computing skills. We have also tested the viscosity of different liquids and we 
conducted a fair experiment by testing the speeds of different liquids.   
In maths, we have continued to practice our data handling skills by conducting a survey within 
class to find out our friends' favourite colours, food and animal - we then used this information 
to create our own bar charts. While in English, we have continued to study advertisements and 
have had a class debate arguing for and against our favourite toys.  

 
Madagascar  
This week Madagascar have worked hard. In maths, we have continued analysing data and 
creating our own bar charts. In English, we have furthered our knowledge on persuasive 
writing. In small groups’ we created our own comic strips and will use these to create our own 
adverts. In project, we have continued focusing on potions. Madagascar class have measured 
the velocity of various liquids in order to plan and create our own potions.  
 

 

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson 

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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Kenya 
Kenya have had a great week and have been working really hard.  In English this week, we 
finished our book ‘The Hodgeheg’.  The students created their own comic strips re-telling the 
events of the story.  In Maths this week, we have been learning all about Bar Charts. On 
Wednesday, we enjoyed a treasure trail outside our classroom gathering information and 
answering questions based on the charts to complete the trail.   Our Topic this term is ‘Potions’, 
we have had lots of Science related lessons based on this, we have been looking at ‘Solids, 
Liquids and Gases’ and ‘Changes of State’.  We have also been completing daily practice of 
our times tables.  Keep up the hard work Kenya – we are very proud of you! 

  
Seychelles 
Another great week in Seychelles class. We have made Coleslaw in Food Technology, which 
was delicious, in PE, we played hockey, which all the pupils really enjoyed and also tried some 
Indian style dancing. In Lifeskills, we have discussed the environment and what we can recycle 
from different rooms in the home. We started a new topic in maths this week Data Handling 
using tally charts to record our findings and in English, we continued to read The Hodgeheg 
and then started to create a road safety poster in connection with the story.   
Have a lovely weekend, Seychelles Class.  

  
Fiji 
Fiji class have had a very exciting week. We have continued with our topic statistics in Maths 
and focussed on interpreting and presenting data. The class applied their knowledge of 
mathematical language to be able to solve word problems. We broke down the questions 
together and worked hard to ensure we understood what we where being asked. All of the 
students then individually answered a series of word problems. In English, we completed our 
persuasive adverts. The adverts used a range of techniques that we had learnt throughout the 
week. Fiji class are excited to perform and discuss their adverts next week. Finally, in key skills, 
we have focused on resilience and growth mindset. The class have discussed the importance 
of never giving up and working hard to reach a goal. We revisited the power of YET and added 
to our confidence jars. Overall a superb week for class Fiji. We are looking forward to 
continuing our learning journey next week. 

  
Cape Verde 
This week we have loved looking at our potions project. We have studied viscosity and 
temperature in science, using fair tests. In Maths, the boys have mastered tally and bar charts, 
creating their own surveys to question the other students in our zone, from birthday months to 

favourite fruit amazing bar charts have been created all around! Well done! 🙂 

In English this week we have practiced our persuasive writing, we did get involved in the 
M&S/Aldi caterpillar cake debate arguing for M&S to drop their lawsuit against poor Cuthbert! 
We were very pleased with Aldi's choice to bring Cuthbert back to donate any money to 
charity.  
A lovely second week back!  
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Australia 
It has been a good solid week of learning for Class Australia. We have had been working on 
'our allotment' project and had a go at designing our allotment in Design Technology. In 
English, we have written a report on our allotment and an advertisement for it too. We have 
also enjoyed some great sessions doing outdoor learning in both Art sketching our woodland 
area and also in PE where some of us went for a woodland walk and others took part in outdoor 
circuit training and football. We are looking forward to being able to get outside more to do our 
learning over the coming hopefully sunny spring and summer.  

 
Samoa 
This week Samoa have had a really good week. 
We have been looking at bar charts and working out differences between the data provided 
within the bar chart.  
In English, we have started reading Frankenstein and completing comprehension questions. 
We have also started our letter to send to our friends "Henry" from "Victor" describing what 
gruesome creature we have created.  
In Science, we have looked at the different properties of an animal and a plant cell. We made 
our own plant cells from Tupperware boxes, jelly, grapes and beans, which represented the 
different properties. 
In life skills, we worked on our teamwork skills by getting into groups and one member had to 
design a bridge from Lego. One member had to assemble it without looking at the design, 
while one member was giving them instructions. Each team did an amazing job, and it was so 
good to see everyone working on language and communication skills. We also got our supplies 
for our art project we are doing in Life Skills and worked in this week's issue of the KS4 
newspaper. 
We have been lucky enough to have our sensory equipment delivered. We have had lots of 
fun playing on the body boards, trying to get beanbags from one bucket to another. LFC came 
and taught us for P.E, teaching us how to control the ball and pass straight. 
For Food Tech this week we made yummy Oreo Cheesecake. The class got into pairs and 
followed the instructions independently. After they completed an evaluation sheet and looked 
up the prices of each ingredient on the internet.  
We hope everyone has a lovely weekend. 

Samoa Class Team 🙂 

  
New Zealand 
Students this week have enjoyed our morning quizzes involving maths, SPAG and a little 
geography and history thrown in for good luck. Excellent work from everyone! English has 
focused on the writing exam and newspaper reports. We also studied news reports and had 
to decide if they were fake or real. In maths, students have continued to look at different ways 
to present data. They will be collecting their own data next week and will have the chance to 
put the new skills they have learned into practice. We have loved our science focus this term 
- looking at plants, photosynthesis and pollination. This has tied in nicely with our project on 
allotments and we have started sowing seeds and planting in the Forest School area. New 
Zealand class have earned a relax in the sun this weekend. Enjoy! 
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Tasmania 
This week in Tasmania class, we have been continuing our learning about allotments. We 
concentrated on fruits that grow on an allotment. We extended this by using a map of the world 
to learn about where fruit grows throughout the world. Did you know that China grows the most 
apples? Tasmania class made a delicious fruit salad in Food Technology by chopping up some 
of the fruit discussed in our previous lessons.  

 
Papua New Guinea 
This week, PNG have been up to lots of interesting activities. For example, in English, we have 
continued reading ‘The Woman in Black’ and have particularly focused on the language 
features used and the effect it has upon the reader. In Maths, we have carried on with 
interpreting statistical data and have answered GSCE style questions. In Science, PNG had a 
look at how the heart works by giving the students an actual sheep’s heart to dissect!  
As well as this, PNG have looked at how to behave within the workplace for Life Skills and 
have looked at how to be successful in an interview for employability. LFC also came to visit 
PNG class to discuss the topic of stigma to which students gave their own examples of times 
where stigma and prejudice has happened.  
Finally, in food tech we followed a recipe in order to make Oreo cheesecake (the results looked 
very yummy!)  
Well Done PNG for all your hard work!  
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Christmas Island and Malawi 
This week in KS5, we have been learning about job interviews. The students began the week 
discussing what to do, and what not to do in a job interview. We then had lots of fun having 
mock job interviews, the students used everything they learnt this week to try to make great 
first impressions to employers (the class staff). We also have been looking at why work 
experience is important and what we can all gain from participating in work experience. The 
students made a work experience checklist for themselves to complete before turning up to a 
work placement. 
 
KS5 staff are all really proud of all of our students for demonstrating how fantastic our school 
is to the OFSTED inspectors this week. 
  
 

Supported Internships 
This week our supported interns have continued gaining knowledge and independence in their 

work placements. Each of them has grown in maturity and is becoming more resilient and able 

to face up to challenges with and without support. 

Aiden spent an afternoon at Greenbank College in preparation for his course starting in 

September, which he is really looking forward to. 

Liam helped to prep the school and grounds for our visitors this week. 

Our interns have been working on exam preparation in class and as always looking at 

employability skills and work ethic. 

Well done! 
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Secondary Department 
Jack for the 24 April 

 
Primary Department 
Sidiki for the 28 April 
Riley for the 28 April  

 
 
 
 

We wish you all a Wonderful Birthday and have fun! 
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Early Years and KS1 

Ireland Troy for joining his class for lunch time 

Wales Lucas for amazing reading 

Nurture Provision 

Spain Jack for being here every day and having an excellent week in 
class 

Cape Verde Karim for working very hard and being an amazing role model to 
others! Well done! 

Tasmania Rhys for completing  a full week back to school last week and joint 
in class activities 

Key Stage 2 

Italy Imogen for excellent work in phonics 

Portugal Mikey for trying his best in all of his lessons! 

France Mikey for following instructions to make delicious Purim biscuits! 

Canada Anthony for working really hard in maths, and always being so kind and 
helpful to his friends and teachers 

USA Ben for asking lots of interesting questions and for being very 
helpful 

Key Stage 3 

Brazil Louis for having an excellent attitude towards learning and writing a 
brilliant persuasive advert 

Peru Jack for trying hard in swimming and listening to the instructor 

Mozambique Ryan for having a positive attitude towards school all week 

Botswana Bupe for being enthusiastic during lessons and for welcoming the 
visitors to school 

Madagascar Joe Fantastic Maths work 

Kenya Lexie for working hard to learn her times tables 

Seychelles Arshia for good reading skills 

Fiji Matthew for taking part in all subjects (even the ones he doesn't always 
enjoy) keeping focused on having a positive mindset. We are 
all really proud of you Matthew. Keep up the hard work!!!   

Key Stage 4 

Australia Mai for taking part in a charity walk to raise money for the family 
of a police officer who died 

PNG Jack for always being a very articulate and polite member of PNG 
class 

Samoa Matthew for being an amazing team player and always being kind to 
others 

New Zealand Joshua Well done Joshua, you have shown great determination, 
completing your work this week even when there were 
challenges! 

Key Stage 5 

Malawi Alex for performing fantastically in a mock job interview 

Christmas 
Island 

Brendan for fundraising with his family and raising over £3000 for 
autism awareness week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Student of the Week 28 
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Week 28 in Pictures 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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