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Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Head's Weekly Newsletter — this is the penultimate
newsletter of this term, with next Friday, 28 May 2021 ending Term 5.

Every week of our school life is filled with opportunities and challenges making it BUSY!
Term 5, however, is always REALLY, REALLY, busy, as we:

1. Teach and learn, learn and teach — bread and butter, but it keeps us on our toes!

2. Review the impact to-date to adjust our focus for the remaining Term 6 — this takes a
form of interim observation of teaching and learning in the classrooms, scrutiny of data
and discussions with the staff though a formal Performance Management review.

3. Examination — always a bit anxiety-raising...and with occasional glitches (see next page
for an update)

4. Plans next year — for the students, this means transition, for the staff - planning classes
and staffing for September (more will be revealed in Term 6)

5. Resignations and recruitment — yes, this happens every year at this time, with the 31
May 2021 being the official deadline for the teachers to announce they plan to move to
pastures new in the New Year. | will share with you in next week’s newsletter all of the
“‘movements” and updates regarding teachers and support staff who might choose to
progress their careers outside of our school.

6. School Development Plan 2021-24 consultations and co-production — thank you for all
the contributions to-date and | look forward to as many of families as possible being able
to join us for a brief 45 minute Zoom consultation on Monday!

All this intensifies any Headteacher’s life and so, Term 5 — one of the longest and the toughest
for the school leaders to balance... There are positives though and, as the busy schedule
keeps us going, a lot gets’ done!

| hope you find key articles and announcements in this issue informative and helpful.

Lastly, | would like to remind you all that next Friday is the last day of Term 5 and we finish at
the usual 2:30pm.

We then return to school on Monday, 7 June 2021 at 8:30am for Term 6 — which is even more
eventful that the current one!

With best wishes for the weekend and kindest regards,

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher



Exams, exams, exams....

| cannot tell you how proud | am — how proud we all are — of the students who were sitting their
exams this week. Our students were exemplary in their conduct, maturity and their focus.
To say that this year has been “different” is an understatement!

It was also not a typical exam year: the “try and test” applied to everything we have been doing
and us all | thank you all for making the exams happen.

Despite the challenges caused by the pandemic, our students have been prepared fully for the
exams. This included teaching, working through the course content, answering practice
gquestions and taking mock exams throughout the year.

All students in years 11, 12, 13 and 14 who were able and ready to engage, have been
completing Functional Skills exams this week. Those included:

e Monday, 17 May 2021 - Functional Skills Maths papers (calculator and non-calculator)
e Tuesday, 18 May 2021 - Functional Skills English (reading and writing)

Regrettably, Wednesday’s Functional Skills ICT exam encountered major technical difficulties
and the invigilators had to make a difficult decision to postpone this exam. The online module
did not permit the students to download the essential support materials they are entitled to and
so, it is my view that the invigilators were correct in their decision.

We have logged the problem with Open Awards (the accrediting body) and have received a
confirmation yesterday that there was, indeed, the need to void any attempts to take the exam
this week, due to those technical difficulties. To proceed, would have disadvantaged our
students.

As we have now been granted permission to hold the exam next week, the students will be
undertaking the ICT exam on Tuesday, a Speaking, Listening and Communication exam on
that same day and, where needed, again on Wednesday 26 May 2021.

If for whatever reason, any student was unable to engage with the exams this term (due to
absence or other personal reasons), they will have another opportunity to do so next term, with
the following alternative dates already agreed:

¢ Monday, 28 June 2021 Functional Skills Maths papers (calculator and non-calculator)
at 9:30am

e Tuesday, 29 June 2021 Functional Skills English (reading and writing) at 9:30am and
12:30pm

¢ Wednesday, 30 June 2021 Functional Skills ICT at 9:30am.

In recognition of this year being interrupted for many of our students due to the pandemic, we
have taken a decision that all students, even if they did successfully sit the May exams, will
have another opportunity to take the same exams in Term 6.

For those sitting the same exam twice, the best grade will be awarded.

Additionally, for all students who remain with us next year, we will extend another opportunity
to engage with the accredited learning in 2021-22.

Students progressing to other educational establishments at the end of this school year will
also have such opportunities extended to them by their Further Education provider.

Page 2 of 24



| want you all to know that we have been very impressed with our students’ conduct, their
maturity, composure and the support they have shown to their peers this week. We are very
proud of them!

If you have any questions regarding this year's exams, please contact:

For Key Stage 4 students:

Mr Matthew Lyons KS4 Leader

matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

For Key Stage 5 students:
Mr Ryan Mason KS5 Leader

ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

CENTRE FOR EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

| have been honoured to have been asked to address the Liverpool John Moore’s Educational
Leadership Symposium last week.

The purpose of the Symposium was for the leaders from across the Liverpool City Region to
come together to share experiences, ideas and priorities for our work in the future.

This work will be central to the newly formed Centre for Educational Leadership of which we,
as a school, will also be a part of — how exciting!

| look forward to working with Dr Ceri Daniels, Head of Professional Learning and Enterprise
at the School of Education: Faculty of Arts, Professional and Social Studies at LJMU in shaping
the future teacher training, aspiring leadership programmes, middle leaders’ mentoring and
senior leaders’ coaching.

OFSTED TRAINING, OR, TRAINING FOR OFSTED

Last Friday evening, | met (via the wonders of technology!) with over 120 Ofsted inspectors
to share with them our school’'s SEND Remote Education Toolkit project (more information
can be found on our website, under research section:

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/send-remote-education-project/ )

The training was very well-received and was reportedly very thought-provoking for the
inspectors of not just schools but other areas under Ofsted’s remit.
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My main points were not just about how remote education has been delivered or how indeed
it could be delivered but also how the advances in remote teaching and learning could benefit
students of the future, who, due to a range of reasons, might not be able to access, or might
not be thriving in full time onsite education.

The concept of “attendance” was explored and | challenged Ofsted colleagues to reflect on the
antiquated idea of one only being able to engage in learning when “present”.

| was highlighting that, for the schools to truly meet the needs of students with SEND, the
schools must become more flexible in their working practices; with it, though — so does the
inspectorate!

Let’'s see what the future brings ©

INFORMATION BOARD

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2021-24 CO-PRODUCTION

CHECK YOUR PARENTMAIL!!!

Our co-production session will take place via Zoom on Monday, 24 May 2021 at 4:15-5pm
(details have been sent to you via Parentmail today).

During the session, the families will be able to share with us suggestions about the school’s
strengths, things that do not work for your child and suggestions for development.

The more families joining us, the better!!! We look forward to seeing you!
If you have not received login details, please contact Kim Adair on

kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk and if you are having trouble on the day at the time of the
Zoom, please contact feedback@abbotsleaschool.co.uk and we will do our best to assist.

If you would like to contribute to the SDP 2021-24 production, but cannot join the session, you
can still contribute via survey or feedback sheet. More info on:

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SDP-consultation-Term-5-
letter.pdf

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/STOP-START-
CONTINUE.docx

NEXT YEAR’S SCHOOL DAY

Next school year 2021-22, students will be attending:
Monday — Friday, 9:00 — 15:00
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COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT

Our risk assessment has been updated and can be found on our website:

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Risk-Assessment-
v27-18.5.2021.pdf

Please note that, despite the governmental guidance relaxing many control measures,
we will continue to operate high level of infection controls until at least the end of this
school year, including restricted site visits to ALS, use of PPE when outside of the
bubbles and enhanced cleaning regime. The news of new variants is also being closely
monitored and we will act accordingly, in light of the evidence arising.

SCHOOL UNIFORM 2021-22

21 May 2021

Dear Families
Ref: Parliamentary Bill — review of our school uniform

As many of you will be aware, some three weeks ago, a new Parliamentary Bill has received
the royal ascent, enshrining in law all school’s duty to follow new guidance on the cost of school
uniforms. Schools have always tried, but now are duty-bound to ensure best value for money
when selecting school uniform.

To ensure our families get the best value for money when purchasing school uniform, Abbot’s
Lea School undertook a cost comparison exercise and | write to share it with you and to
formally advise you on its outcome and the uniform that will apply in 2021-22 school year.

Cost comparison process

We compared prices of our current provider of school uniform with two other popular local
suppliers and one additional reputable national supplier.

Plain and un-badged items were not included in this comparison, as the families can already
purchase these items from many retailers and we neither specifically commission our supplier
to provide those, nor direct families to purchase them from a named source, thereby promoting
purchasing freedom for families.

Consideration and decision

Having considered the findings earlier this week, and having confirmed that no further
discounts can be negotiated at this stage with any of the supplier, it was clear that our current
supplier, Whittakers Schoolwear provides the best value for money in comparison to the two
popular local suppliers and the one national supplier.

We have therefore taken a decision to remain with Whittakers Schoolwear.
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About Whittakers Schoolwear and our experience

Since 2017, when Whittakers Schoolwear became suppliers of Abbot’'s Lea School uniform,
they have built a positive, mutually beneficial relationship with us as the school and have not
made any price increases in this time.

As a business, Whittakers Schoolwear pride themselves on their relationship with our school,
on their flexibility and on their wraparound service which includes:

e They have a large physical shop for customers to view and try on uniforms

e They have our uniform station in a quiet corner in the shop with its own till point to
support our students’ shopping needs

e They offer quiet time shopping for those students who feel uncomfortable with people
when they will open early or stay open late upon request

¢ They have an easy to navigate online shop with all sizes and prices listed

e They offer a “deliver and collect service” to the school for families who find this easier
to order via school

e They have a sizing set of all uniform items held at our school for the families to use
before ordering and our staff are happy to support students trying for size and advising
families of the best fit to order

¢ They hold “try on events” at school for families to pre-order uniform to be delivered for
Back To School (when permitted due to government guidelines and the school risk
assessment)

e They offer an alteration service for those students who may need different sized items

e They have been accommodating in providing specific pre-authorised items agreed with
me as the Headteacher when a student needed additional sensory support with the
fabrics.

For full transparency, | am sharing with you the comparison exercise below. | have also
inserted the link below, for convenience, if you would like to read further information about the
new Parliamentary Bill:

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2615

| would like to reassure you that we have monitored and will continue to do so in the future, on
an annual basis, the cost comparisons for the school uniform.

| also want to wholeheartedly thank you for engaging with our Nearly New School Uniform
Shop which benefits equally from your donations of uniform items and your purchasing of any
that might be of use. This, by far, is not only the most cost-effective, but also most
environmentally friendly strategy for us all to promote, as far too many items of clothing —
including uniforms — often get disposed of, when they could continue serving their purpose in
their new home!

For more information, please see weekly standing advert for our shop in our Heads’ Weekly
Newsletter.
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Abbot’s Lea School

School Uniform Price Comparison

May 2021
All prices are from:

ITEM WHITTAKERS | SUPPLIER A SUPPLIER B SUPPLIER C
(current (Local) (Local) (National)
supplier)

POLO SHIRT £6.99 - £7.00 £8.00

SWEATSHIRT | £9.99 £11.00 £11.00 £10.75

SWEAT CARDI | £10.99 £12.00 £13.00 £12.75

PULLOVER £21.99 - £20.00 £22.75

BOYS BLAZER | £24.99 £26.00 £29.00 £31.50

GIRLS £24.99 £28.00 £29.00 £31.50

BLAZER

CLIP ONTIE £4.99 £4.99 £6.00 £6.75

TIE £4.99 £4.99 £6.00 £6.00

INFANT £11.99 - - £15.75

BACKPACK

JUNIOR £12.99 - - £17.25

BACKPACK

PUMP BAG £5.99 £5.00 £6.00 £7.50

TARTAN £9.99

SKIRT

Key: indicates the least expensive supplier/item

This price comparison includes Whittaker's Schoolwear (current supplier), two popular

schoolwear suppliers based in Liverpool, and a reputable national supplier.

It is worth noting that where Whittakers Schoolwear are cheaper on blazers this is in part due
to the price reduction we applied to Abbot’s Lea School following meeting with Mrs Hildrey, our

Headteacher.

Plain and un-badged items are not included in this comparison, as parents can already
purchase these items from many retailers.

Where there is no price listed, it is because there is no comparable item — for instance, a
different style of backpack; we recommend but do not require specific school bag.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP

Our nearly new second-hand uniform shop is available to all
families, where you can purchase any item for just £1.

All items will have been washed (unless donated new with tags)
and we will only sell items, which we believe to be in very good
condition.

We have Sweatshirts, Jumpers, Polo Shirts, Shirts, Trousers,
Shorts and Blazers all in various sizes.

Please contact our Family Adviser, Lisa Sharpe on
lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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2020-21 Term dates

STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:

8:30am — 2:30pm

Term 5:

Term ends - 28 May 2021
May break: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021

Term 6:

Starts: 7 June 2021 — students return

25 June 2021 — Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme
9 July 2021 - Transition INSET Day

12 — 16 July 2021 - Transition Week

Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm

School holidays: Monday 19 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021

2021-22 Term dates

STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY: 9:00-15:00

Term 1

INSET -1, 2, 3 September 2021

6 September 2021- students return
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 3pm

Half term break: 25-29 October 2021

Term 2

1 November 2021 — students return

Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm

Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022

Term 3

5 January 2022 — students return

Ends: 18 February 2022 at 3pm

Half term break: 21 — 25 February 2022

Term 4

28 February 2022 — students return
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm

Easter break: 11-22 April 2022

Term 5

25 April 2022 — students return

May day: Monday 2 May 2022

Ends: 27 May 2022 at 3pm

Half term break: 30 May — 3 June 2022

Term 6
6 June 2022 — students return
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24 June 2022 — Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022),
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers)

8 July 2022 — End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS)
11 — 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes)

Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm

Summer break: 15 July — 31 August 2022 (see below for start of school year 2022-23)
INSET — 18, 19 July 2022 (worked in lieu during the academic year)

Academic year 2022-23

Term 1
1 -2 September 2022 — INSET
5 September 2022 — students return

Ends: 21 October 2022
Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 2022

Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Families

This week has been another busy and exciting week at school.

| have had the opportunity to walk around school and observe practice which has been lovely.
| have seen some fantastic lessons — including students completing report writing about
technological products, students learning about the origins of different types of sandwiches
and some students making their own bath bombs.

Students this week have also enjoyed visits out of school, where COVID restrictions have
allowed. For example, Samoa class visited Chapel House Farm Allotments as part of their
Cornerstones’ allotment project and KS5 enjoyed a trip into town to compare and contrast
sandwich shops. With the hope that more and more restrictions will be eased, we used
Mentimeter during assembly today to consult with our students on the places they might like
to visit moving forward. We had so many fantastic suggestions that we can follow up.

| cannot believe there is only one more week left in school before our next break and | am
looking forward to seeing all of next weeks’ learning already.

Warmest wishes for the coming week,

Mrs Tobin
Deputy Headteacher
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Head of Autism Research & Development

Miss Sara Mursi¢, Head of Autism Research & Development
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear colleagues, families and friends of Abbot’s Lea School
Today, let me change your opinion of our students’ special interests.

The Autistic Self Advocacy Network describes special interests as “narrow but deep”. The drive
to engage with them is powerful. For example, in a 2014 study of 76 adults with Asperger
syndrome, people reported spending an average of 26 hours per week on their interests.

For some autistic children, special interests may take the form of repetitive behaviours,
whereas for others, these interests can become areas of competency. Some special interests
are temporary, others lifelong. Bill Davies, professor of acoustics at the University of Salford in
England, who is autistic, says he was always interested in sound. “As a kid, | was very into
patterns of words, rhymes, bits of tunes. | liked repeating them. When | found out you could do
a whole degree in acoustics, | didn’t want to study anything else. | still don't.”

Studies increasingly suggest that the majority of autistic people feel enriched, not controlled,
by their interests. In a 2017 study of 80 autistic adults, 65 described their special interests as
positive,74 considered them calming, and 77 felt strongly that children’s special interests
should be encouraged. They used words such as “lifeline” to describe the role their interests
played in their lives. In a 2018 study, Grove and her colleagues found that special interests are
tied to improved subjective well-being in autistic adults and increased satisfaction with social
contacts and leisure time. “Our special interests are the air that we breathe. When we’re
engaged in special interests, we're living our best lives.”

Why is awareness and positive attitude towards special interests important for us?

Many autistic people have turned their focus on a specific topic into a career. Livestock industry
consultant Temple Grandin and automobile restorer John Elder Robison are famous for turning
their special interests into careers. In response to a 2020 Twitter post by autistic blogger Pete
Wharmby, dozens of people responded that their passions had led to jobs as diverse as
librarian, TV producer, tattoo artist, train conductor and palaeontologist.

Ms Sara Mursic¢
Head of Autism Research and Development
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Care and Safeguarding

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding
E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

In the past week, | have had a couple of moments where | have needed to consider the
importance of kindness and ultimately reflect on why it is sometimes hard for us to show
empathy and compassion.

| am the first person to admit that | do not always get things ‘right’. | know that when | feel tired,
stressed or generally run down, my interactions with others are more likely to be abrupt and
impatient. This is a part of my personality | always try to improve and be mindful of; my
inadequacies are not the fault of others and they do not deserve to bear the brunt of my inability
to remain conscious of their feelings. If | have ever offended anyone in my communication with
them | am truly sorry. | can honestly say this will not have been deliberate and becoming a
better person is a lifelong journey and one which | must continually work my hardest to achieve.

Reflecting on actions, understanding their impact on others and aiming to be more thoughtful
next time is something we all must try to keep focus on. This is the heart of Restorative Practice
and | have no doubt the world would be a much better place if everyone committed to this aim.
We support our students to improve their understanding of their actions and impact (intended
or otherwise) and the very best method of teaching a new skill is by modelling the behaviours
we are seeking to instil.

By recognising, we are never the finished and ‘complete’ version of ourselves, we can
continually demonstrate the possibility of improvement and progress. We can learn to do things
differently ‘next time’ if we are supported and our underlying needs are understood and met.
Let us all keep working on this together seeking restoration of relationships rather than
revenge. Let us recognise the importance of repair over retaliation if we are to be happy in our
lives.

School Business Support

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

It is that time of year, when the governing body meet to review and agree, amongst other
things, the school budget.

Balancing a school budget alongside expectations from a variety of different stakeholders is
never easy, but | fully appreciate the support and scrutiny that governors always give to ensure
that it is fit and proper and meets the needs of the school.
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We continue to plan to make the school the best possible environment for every student that
attends and | am looking forward to our meeting with parents next week to hear your views on
what you would like to see as our priorities for the forthcoming years.

School Business Support

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR

E: michelle.griffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Following last week's newsletter article about Investors in People | am delighted to confirm that
they school have successfully retained their status. Strengths were identified in a clear vision
that is well understood by staff and a strong performance management system which clearly
links to the School Development Plan. Staff felt learning needs were well provided for an they
were able to implement their learning. Recruitment was robust, with a more practical focus
allowing staff to demonstrate their skills. The organisational structure changes clearly
demonstrated commitment to continuous improvement and building capacity.

As ever, there is room for improvement and areas for us to explore for improvement include
consideration of improving how ideas are listened to and acted upon, to ensure changes are
clearly understood as well as communicated to all. Recommendations for leaders gaining
feedback at a local level were made - using our existing "stop-start-continue" model. An action
plan will now be developed in order to implement the recommendations.

This week we have carried out some recruitment for Teacher roles within our school. We have
seen some great talent and hope to complete our recruitment next week. | would like to thank
the candidates, classroom staff and most importantly our students for hosting our guests.

Recruitment will continue into next week for various roles for September.

| would like to say goodbye to Miss George our Interim Office Manager who leaves us this
week for a similar role in another school. Best wishes in your new role.

Wishing you all a relaxing weekend.
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Key Stage News and Updates

Early Years and Key Stage 1
Miss O’Neill

Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Ireland

Ireland class have had a great week! We have continued to sing and focus on our Rhyme of
the Week; Humpty Dumpty. We have also enjoyed matching number activities to help us count
to 20 and have explored different 2D shapes in Maths. We have made a variety of different
‘brunch’ meals using rice cakes, yogurt, granola and fruit in our Food Tech lessons, and have
really enjoyed using our outdoor area for reading and role-play. Ireland class have also really
been loving the sensory circuits, which have been set up each morning as they arrive and the
ball pool sensory circuit throughout the day.

Wales

Wales Class have had a brilliant week. We celebrated Outdoor day and British sandwich week
by making our own ham and cheese sandwich and having a teddy bears picnic. We show
cased our teddy bears from home and joined in with some of our favourite nursery rhymes. In
English, we explored different nursery rhymes and discussed rhyming words. In Maths, we
have been exploring lines of symmetry. We decorated our own butterflies with paint and pom-
poms making sure both wings were symmetrical. In Science, we ordered the life cycle of a
butterfly. We then released our own class butterflies into our school grounds and watched them
fly away. In food tech we made healthy banana pancakes, which could be ate at breakfast. We
tried them with maple syrup and raspberries and they were so yummy! In Music we composed
are own music and explored mini beast musical notation to follow different beats.

We have had a brilliant week and are looking forward to next.

Have a lovely weekend,

Wales Class Team.
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 2

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Italy
This week in Italy class, we have been learning about the journey of a letter from a post box to

where the letter is finally delivered. We have also been creating our own seaside postcards
using lots’ of adjectives. In Maths, we have been continuing to share groups of objects equally.
In food technology, we learnt how to make easy pizza's using some toastie thins and different
toppings. We used clay to mould our own pots and decorated them with different shells. In
LifeSkills this week, we learnt how to order food, we also swopped places and learnt about
working behind the counter and using money in a shop. Well done Italy Class

France

We have had another fun-filled week in France class! On Monday, we continued our visits to
local Coastlines with a trip to Otterspool Prom. We used our map skill knowledge to locate
different features by using the key and matching the symbols. On Tuesday, the class worked
in pairs to play giant connect 4 and noughts and crosses. They enjoyed using their problem
solving and team building skills during their games. On Wednesday, we had a very exciting
delivery as part of our Minibeasts topic for next half term. Our caterpillars arrived and we have
been fascinated to see how much they have grown in only 2 days! We cannot wait to see them
grow and transform over the coming weeks! For English this week we have been learning all
about postcards. The pupils have worked hard writing their postcards, using adjectives to
describe features we have seen during our visits to the Coastline. Keep up the hard work
France class!

Canada

Canada have had a fantastic week. We have really enjoyed making up our own stories in
English, inventing our own characters and describing our settings. We are in the process of
making a Chatta board using the information. In Maths, we have been consolidating our
learning on division by two and sharing equally. In project, we have really enjoyed learning
about Captain Cook. We learnt all about his voyagers and what life was like on board his ship.
We also looked at animals and things that Captain Cook would have seen in Australia. We all
loved having a go at a real didgeridoo!! We also had so much fun role playing how the RNLI
save lives at sea and we had an inflatable boat, life jackets and oars and took turns to pretend
to rescue each other from the sea!! In Food Tech, we made quick pizza using French bread
and sandwich thins and enjoyed eating them for our tea.

USA

USA started their week with a fun dance lesson in class. Some of the moves were quite difficult
but the students worked really hard keeping up with the dance. We had worked up quite an
appetite when we returned to class, so we made some pizzas in Food Technology using
baguettes and sandwich thins. The students used mozzarella balls and where really surprised
by what they looked like. They were brilliant in tasting it before it went on their pizza. In Maths,
we have continued to look at division, how to link with multiplication. We are so impressed with
how well the students have worked during Maths this week. In English, we have learnt how to
identify a noun, adjective and a verb. To test our knowledge, we did a sensory circuit with aim
of putting words in the correct category. Well done USA, you have had a brilliant week.
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Spain

Spain class celebrated British Sandwich Week by making their own delicious creations! We
used cheese, ham, jam and even crisps! We practised buttering bread and our cutting skills.
The best part, tasting them!

Our story this week was 'Dear Greenpeace'. We loved hearing about Arthur the whale. We
continued learning about the seaside with a picture quiz and made our very own clay seashell
pots and in food tech, we enjoyed making our healthy pizzas on flat bread

Portugal
This week in Portugal Class, we have been reading the Gingerbread Man in English. We

designed our own gingerbread men and retold the story using small versions of the characters.
In Maths, we have been learning about halves and quarters which we have been really good
at - we even made pizzas to practice this skill!

Have a lovely weekend! ©

Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 3
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Brazil

This week in Brazil class, the students have continued with their work on non-chronological
texts and have written their own reviews using Purple Mash. In Food Technology, we made
rainbow wraps and the students were able to spread hummus on a wrap before adding a
variety of vegetables. We have also been looking at irreversible changes in science and the
students have been able to sort a variety of changes into reversible or irreversible. We look
forward to another action-packed final week of learning next week.

Peru

Hello from Peru class! This week we have been busy learning lots of new skills. In English, we
looked at non-chronological reports. We chose a topic of interest and researched on the
laptops looking for pictures and information linked to the topic. Some students chose to
research chickens, water, Apple and games. In Food technology, we made humus rainbow
tacos using vegetables of varying colours including beetroot, cucumber and tomatoes. Peru
class have been active this week to partaking in the daily mile every day along with a P.E
session of Hockey. Maths was still on our topic of fractions and decimals some groups used
the laptops to access some games based around fractions it was a lot of fun! Hope you all
have a restful weekend and enjoy the freedom the new rules allow with cinemas and
restaurants’ etc now being open.

Botswana

This week we have been enjoying more swimming. We have been learning about line graphs
and spending lots’ of time socially interacting and practising our turn taking skills. We have
produced some great posters encouraging people to reduce global warming and help our
planet. We have learn about lots of the local animal in Liverpool, Sefton Park in particular and
the learnt the names of over 20 different birds. We hope you all have a lovely restful weekend.
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Mozambique

This week in Mozambique class, we have really enjoyed our swimming lessons. We have
looked at calligram poems in literacy and explored fractions in maths. We also enjoyed making
rainbow wraps in food tech and making Andy Wahol prints in art.

Madagascar
This week in Madagascar class, we have been focusing on time in maths. After initially

recapping O Clock and half past, we moved forward to quarter past and quarter too. We have
been calculating time in 5 intervals and have answered questions around time. In English,
Madagascar has continued looking at poetry but have focused on adventurous adverbs. In
food technology, we made rainbow wraps. We cut the different vegetables independently and
placed them in a tortilla wrap.

We had additional swimming lessons which Madagascar enjoyed taking part in. Madagascar
has worked really hard this week. Enjoy your weekend.

Kenya
Kenya class has been continuing with parts of speech this week in English while studying

traditional poems. We have been looking at adjectives and adverbs, the differences between
them and how we can use them in a sentence. We enjoyed playing Kahoot quizzes to check
on our learning. In maths, we have been continuing with Time. We have been recapping on
how to tell the time from an analogue clock and looked at digital clocks in the 12 hour format.
We have challenged ourselves in answering one and two steps worded questions. Some
students have even tried to give their answers in both the 12 hour and 24 hour format. We
have learnt to use the column subtraction method to take away time in order to find out the
answers of word problems involving the duration of events. We went swimming on Thursday
and Friday and continued working on our Level 3 swimming skills.

Seychelles
Seychelles have had another great week. We have been swimming again, the students’ really

enjoyed themselves and did brilliantly. In English this week, we have been learning about
rhyming Couplets looking at the Witches scene from McBeth. The students have started to
write their own Couplets in sentences and then into a poem. In Maths, we have continued with
graphs and co-ordinates, which we will continue with next week. In Lifeskills, we are looking at
how plants grow, planting our own seeds, looking after them in class and watching them grow.
Have a lovely weekend. Seychelles Class.

Fiji class have had a very exciting week this week. We have worked hard completing our
statistics unit of work. The students have repeated some of their baseline tests and | can
happily confirm every single student has made progress. We are all so proud of Fiji class. We
have spent time this week celebrating outdoor learning day. We took a trip down to
Calderstones Park. The students enjoyed forging for sticks for an upcoming art project, playing
in the park and we even managed to get an ice cream!! The students were extremely well
behaved and very sensible!

Lastly, we have been exploring acids and alkalis in Science. Some of the students may have
brought home a bath bomb this week... some used them in class. We watched the bubbles
produced, when the bath bomb is placed in water. We discussed... what could this be? | asked
the students to research and they found out the bubbles were in fact carbon dioxide gas. Next
week, we will investigate gases further. Have a wonderful relaxing weekend Fiji class... you all
deserve it!!
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Cape Verde
This week Cape Verde have really enjoyed discussing the zones of regulation, we have

checked that the things that help us 'get to green' still help us. It has been wonderful to hear
the boys discuss with each other what helps them and offer suggestions on what might help
their friends. We have completed lots of cross curricular sessions for our potion projects, talking
about irreversible changes in science and colour categories in art. The boys have worked very
hard this week and should be very proud of themselves! Well done Cape Verde.

Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 4

Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Australia

This week our Year 11 students having been taking part in their exams over several days. We
are really proud of how sensibly and maturely they have approached them and how they have
done their best. On Thursday, we celebrated outdoor learning day and enjoyed creating natural
art and identifying different types of trees. We hope you all enjoy a peaceful and restful
weekend.

Samoa

This week Samoa have had a really good week of learning. We looked at pie-charts and how
you interpret the data from a pie-chart. We have also been so lucky to go on a school trip. We
went to Chapel House allotments. The pupils were able to plant their own lettuce, hold baby
birds and pick some rhubarb and given a dozen freshly laid eggs. We then used these eggs to
put in our food tech. For food tech, we made rainbow cookies, they turned out so professionally
looking and tasted great too! These cookies were to celebrate Mr. Murphy's birthday on the
Wednesday.

We had a zoom with Greenbank College. We all found this very informative as it gave us great
insight to what Greenbank College offer and how a typical day. For P.E we had our weekly
session with LFC, they have taught us many skills over the weeks such as teamwork, passing
skills and we were able to use all these skills in a match on the field. All the pupils got involved
and did amazingly.

For Life Skills this week we have been continuing exploring different leisure activities and
different places we can partake in such activities.

We would like to wish Miss Loughran a speedy recovery, Samoa is not the same without you.
Hope everyone has a lovely weekend.

Samoa Class Team ©

New Zealand

New Zealand have continued with their maths topic of Data this week and have worked hard
to understand Pie Charts and how to draw them. Great use of protractors! Our next focus is
ratios. We have enjoyed learning about Flow Stores in English (I did not know about these
either!) and have begun a practice paper with questions based on opinions about them.
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The subject has provoked some interesting questions, well done everyone for your comments
and ideas. In science, we have been looking at factors that can affect the development of
babies in the womb. This tied in nicely with our maths work, as we had to look at data and
graphs showing the relationship between birth weight and alcohol, smoking and nutrition. Life
skills has been very creative, and the students have designed their own piece of clay art based
on the title "My Superhero". Some fantastic idea’s, have been crafted in clay. A very productive
week, well done everyone!

Tasmania

This week in Tasmania class, we have been using our Maths skills to learn about "Food Miles".
We learnt about where our food originates from and how many food miles it has travelled to
get to the UK for us to enjoy. We made a delicious Ploughman's lunch in Food Technology.
The students learnt how to cut tomatoes into the shape of flowers, very fancy! This week we
celebrated British sandwich week and made some baguettes using lots’ of different fillings.

Papua New Guinea

The focus this week in PNG has been exams and the students have completed tests in English,
Maths and ICT.

However, PNG have also taken part in practical skills such as making their own sandwiches
for ‘National Sandwich Day’ and have been able to use appropriate products to clean specific
areas within the classroom. PNG have started their campaign for LGBTQ charities with LFC
by making colourful t-shirts in support of the cause.

As always, well done PNG for your hard work!

Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 5
Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason

Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Christmas Island and Malawi

This week our students have worked really hard during their Maths, English and ICT Open
awards exams. The staff are all really proud of the students and we are very excited to get the
results back. On Thursday, the whole key stage had a trip off site into town: the students
planned the journey and were in charge of using their own money to play for bus fare and
lunch. Some of the students have been enjoying the sunshine and playing a few games of
football. This week's footie highlight was Mr. Stokes' amazing tackle on Mr. Mason.
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TO

Secondary Department

Jack for the 27 May
Mason for the 27 May

We wish you all a wonderful birthday

Yovvwoyv¥?
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Students of the Week 32

Years and KS1

Ireland

Sam

for excellent matching skills in Maths

Wales
Nurture Provisi

Jamie
on

for writing his news independently

Spain JayJay for being resilient in the class room
Cape Verde Andy for never giving up on himself or others
Tasmania Joshua for his hard work and creativity on his term five project

Key Stage 2

Italy Gerard for going outside to play along with his friends

Portugal Bobby for excellent Maths work!

France Maxi for using excellent ICT skKills to locate local seaside resorts
Canada Faye for being so brave!

USA Joshua for always having a smile on his face

Key Stage 3

Brazil Charlie for identifying when she is not in the green zone and taking a
break

Peru Ellis for working hard and being nice

Mozambique Joel for trying really hard in swimming this week

Botswana Mason for being a great helper to his teachers this week

Madagascar Isobella for fantastic work in maths

Kenya Charlie for dealing with a situation maturely during swimming

Seychelles Arshia for amazing breast stroke during swimming

Fiji Ruben for incredibly hard this week, reading to staff, completed all of

Key Stage 4

our class activities and has taken part in all discussions! Keep
up the hard work Ruben!

Australia Kieran for working hard in his exams

PNG Jack for coping well with exams and bringing in revision to help him

Samoa Luke for testing his sensory boundaries and pushing himself out of
his comfort zone. Well done Luke!

New Zealand Kai for showing determination and resilience when completing

Key Stage 5

learning tasks and assessments this week

Malawi James for demonstrating fantastic manners towards staff
Christmas Lewis for being a fantastic role model for other students and an
Island amazing representative for our school whilst off site
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Week 32 in Pictures
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