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Mrs Ania Hildrey, Headteacher, headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends,

Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter — the last newsletter of Term 5!

It was a long term and one we used well to teach, to learn, to collaborate, to moderate, to
research, to consult, and to co-produce.

Thanks to everyone who has played an active part in making our school community better and
our provision for the students stronger.

It is now time to pause and reflect on where we are at and to plan the next phase of our school’'s
work and development.

Practically, we have almost completed our class lists for next year (there are still some
professional conversations about most compatible setup for the students’ learning next year
taking place) and, having completed recruitment of teachers for next year, we are in a process
of finalising staff’ deployment to those student groups.

As soon as we are confident that we have all of the details ready, we will share it with the staff
team, the students and their families, so that transitional work can begin.

As communicated throughout the year, please note key dates for Term 6:

e Term 6 starts on Monday, 7 June 2021 — students and staff return at the normal time
of 8:30am

o Friday, 25 June 2021 is the last day of school attendance for this year’s school leavers
— this applies to students in Year 11, 12, 13 and 14, as well as those on Supported
Internships. It is also an end of our Key Stage 5 programme. More information about
the leaving arrangements will follow

e 9 Julyis an INSET day for the staff and the school is closed to all students

e The last week of Term 6 — 12-16 July is our Transition Week — during that week, all
students (currently on roll and new to ALS) will be grouped in the next year’s class
groups to help them (and us!) prepare for September. More information on this to follow.

e Term 6 ends for all students on Friday, 16 July 2021 at 1pm

| wish you all a very restful half term break and | look forward to returning on Monday 7 June
and seeing you for the “last leg” of this year’s journey!

Kind regards

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher



EXAMS - JUNE 2021

28 May 2021

Dear Families
Ref: Exams — June 2021

| write to formally update you on the arrangements for exams taking place at Abbot’s Lea
School next term.

All students in years 11, 12, 13 and 14 took part in the exams series in May. Students
approached the exams in a mature manner, showing great resilience and determination.

All students have another opportunity to sit the exams towards the end of June. The exams
will take place on:

Monday, 28 June 2021 - Functional Skills Maths papers (calculator and non-
calculator) at 9:30am

Tuesday, 29 June 2021 - Functional Skills English (reading and writing) at 9:30am
and 12:30pm

Wednesday, 30 June 2021 - Functional Skills ICT at 9:30am.

Students taking Entry Level 1 — 3 exams will take a paper based exam. Students taking
Level 1 and 2 exams will take an online exam using school laptops.

The exams will take place in the school hall and also in some designated classrooms, as
has been the case this term. All students will have access to the support they are entitled
to.

As mentioned previously, students who remain with us next year will have another
opportunity to engage with the accredited learning in 2021-22. Students progressing to
other educational establishments at the end of this school year will also have such
opportunities extended to them by their Further Education provider.

If you have any questions regarding the June exams, please contact:

For Key Stage 4 students: Mr Lyons KS4 Leader: matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
For Key Stage 5 students: Mr Ryan Mason KS5 Leader;
ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We are all very proud of our students’ engagement in the exams and we wish them every
success during the next round of the accredited learning tests.

Yours sincerely

il

Mrs A Hildrey
Headteacher
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Over this last challenging year of the coronavirus pandemic, there has been a significant
increase in notifications from parents and carers wanting to home educate their children. The
most common reason cited by parents for this decision in this period was due to health reasons
directly related to Covid-19. Of course, we sympathise with these anxieties, particularly those
who have been shielding due to being clinical extremely vulnerable. However, now that
infection rates have fallen substantially, and against the background

of the success of the vaccination programme, we are confident that these concerns can be
addressed and mitigated so that your child/children can continue to attend — or re-attend —
school.

If you are home educating primarily for health and/or safety reasons, we would suggest you
discuss these with your local authority and school, to see what measures have been, or could
be, put in place.

We support the right of parents to educate children at home when they wish to do so and can
provide a suitable education. The Government’'s aim is to ensure all young people receive
world-class education to allow them to reach their potential. There is no reason why a child
cannot receive a high-quality education at home and it works well when it is a positive choice
and carried out with proper regard for the needs of the child. But there is no doubt that it is a
very demanding commitment for parents to undertake.

We are both writing to you to help you ensure that your child gets the best education possible
and to make sure that your recent decision to electively home educate, or any potential future
decision, is one that can achieve the best educational outcome for your child. If your child’s
educational needs is not the primary reason for you choosing to electively home educate, then
we would encourage you to consider sending your child back into school as we think this is the
best place for them.

If your child is not currently enrolled at a school, to have them (re)admitted, please contact
your local authority for advice on the admissions process in your area including information on
vacancies in schools, whether there are local re-admission agreements and where to get an
application form.

Parents can apply for a place at any mainstream school, at any time, outside the normal
admissions round. Where a school, who manages their own in-year admissions, receives an
in-year application, they should process the application in accordance with their usual in-year
admission procedures. Parents must not be refused the opportunity to make an application, or
be told they can only be placed on a waiting list rather than make an application.

Where a school receives multiple in-year applications, and does not have sufficient places for
every child who has applied for one, they must allocate places in accordance with the
oversubscription criteria set out in their determined admission arrangements. With the
exception of designated grammar schools, all schools that have places available must offer a
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place to every child who has applied for one, unless admitting the child would prejudice the
efficient provision of education or use of resources. If a parent is refused a school place, they
must be offered the right to appeal that decision. Schools should also ask parents to contact
the local authority, who will be able to advise them of other schools in the area with places
available. Again, your local authority should be able to guide you through this process.

As mentioned, Elective Home Education (EHE) can produce impressive results for some
children, but it can be a challenging undertaking for parents. The vast majority of EHE parents
do not need to be told this! However, some parents may go into home education with a view
that they will receive a form of support — particularly if they are thinking in terms of the home
tutoring that parents did while schools were closed during the pandemic, where parents’ role
was to assist schools with delivering their curriculum remotely. There is a world of difference
between this and EHE where there is no relationship with any school and no assistance from
a school with the education that parents offer. It is for parents to be certain that home education
is right for their child. Local authorities can provide support and guidance to families who elect
to home educate but this is discretionary.

This discretionary support from local authorities also applies should your child have special
educational needs (SEN). If your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), it is
the local authority’s responsibility to ensure that the special educational provision specified in
the EHCP is made available to your child. If the home education arrangements are deemed
suitable, then the local authority is under no duty to arrange any provision for your child.
However, discretionary support may still be available and so we would suggest opening
discussions with your local authority. If you are educating a child at home and feel he or she
may have SEN, you can still request an (re)assessment from a local authority as if your child
were attending a mainstream setting.

Guidance on EHE, including for parents, can be found on gov.uk and a short ‘what you need
to know’ blog for parents and carers is also available.

If you are continuing with EHE, we would encourage you to familiarise yourself with these, if
you have not done so already. If you do have any concerns that the education you provide at
home may not be the best and fullest for your child, then we would strongly encourage you to
talk to your local authority and school about a return to school education, and the arrangements
that are now in place to keep everyone safe from the coronavirus.

BARONESS BERRIDGE OF THE VALE OF CATMOSE
PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY

%%%%ﬂaf

VICKY FORD MP
PARLIAMENTARY UNDER- SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
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Discover KOOTH EVENTBRITE for Parents and Carers

DISCOVER

keath

EVENTBRITE FOR
PARENTS AND CARERS

Kooth.com is commissioned for young people
across Merseyside between the ages of 10-25".
Kooth.com provides anonymous and
personalised mental health support through self-
help resources, peer forums and one to one text
based counselling chats.

This Eventbrite session delivered by the Kooth
Engagement Leads will include a presentation on
all key points about the service. a live tour of the
Kooth.com site and an opportunity ask any
questions you have about the service.
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WHITTAKERS SCHOOLWEAR

Whittakers Schoolwear are now fully open with no appointment
necessary!

Our uniform is stocked in Southport and available online.

»

WHITTAKERS
*SCHOOLWEAR*

ACCRINGTON - BLACKBURN - BOLTON - BURNLEY - KEIGHLEY
LEEDS - SHIPLEY - SOUTHPORT - SWINTON - ST HELENS

FIND YOUR LOCAL BRANCH

ACCRINGTON LEEDS
Oswaldtwistie Mills 35 Town Street
Colliers Street Farsley

BBS 3DE LS28 SEN

BLACKBURN SHIPLEY
The Pavilions 21 Briggate
20 - 26 Church Stroet Shipley
Blackburn BO1T 7BP
BB1 SAL

BOLTON SOUTHPORT

106 Deansgate 35 - 39 London Street
Balton Southport

BL1 1BD PRS OUY

BURNLEY SWINTON

Pendle Village Mill 123 - 125 Chorley Road
Hollin Bank, Brierfield Swinton

B8B9 5NG M27 4AA

5 Low Street 38 Bridge Street

Keighley St Molens

KEIGHLEY ST HELENS i
S
BD21 3PJ WA10 1NW

Visit us at
www, whittakersschoolwear.co,uk
See website for opening times
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INFORMATION BOARD

COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT

Our risk assessment has been updated and can be found on our website:

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Risk-Assessment-
v27-18.5.2021.pdf

Please note that, despite the governmental guidance relaxing many control measures,
we will continue to operate high level of infection controls until at least the end of this
school year, including restricted site visits to ALS, use of PPE when outside of the
bubbles and enhanced cleaning regime. The news of new variants is also being closely
monitored and we will act accordingly, in light of the evidence arising.

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP

Our nearly new second-hand uniform shop is available to all families, where you can purchase
any item for just £1.

All items will have been washed (unless donated new with tags) and we will only sell items,
which we believe to be in very good condition.

We have Sweatshirts, Jumpers, Polo Shirts, Shirts, Trousers, Shorts and Blazers all in various
sizes.

Please contact Lisa Sharpe on lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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2020-21 Term dates

STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:

8:30am — 2:30pm

Term 6:

Starts: 7 June 2021 — students return

25 June 2021 — Leavers’ Day (for Y11, 12, 13, 14) and end of KS5 programme
9 July 2021 - Transition INSET Day

12 — 16 July 2021 - Transition Week

Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm

School holidays: Monday 19 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021

2021-22 Term dates

STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY: 9:00-15:00

Term 1

INSET -1, 2, 3 September 2021

6 September 2021- students return
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 3pm

Half term break: 25-29 October 2021

Term 2

1 November 2021 — students return

Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm

Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022

Term 3

5 January 2022 — students return

Ends: 18 February 2022 at 3pm

Half term break: 21 — 25 February 2022

Term 4

28 February 2022 — students return
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm

Easter break: 11-22 April 2022

Term 5

25 April 2022 — students return

May day: Monday 2 May 2022

Ends: 27 May 2022 at 3pm

Half term break: 30 May — 3 June 2022

Term 6

6 June 2022 — students return

24 June 2022 — Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022),
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers)

8 July 2022 — End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS)
11 — 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes)

Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm
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Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear Families

| am delighted to inform you that our school have partnered with Liverpool Football Club and
Liverpool Cycle of Life Club to offer our students a fantastic bike riding experience. During term
6, all of our students will get the opportunity to attend a session. The sessions, will be delivered
by the coaches, from both clubs along with our staff. The sessions will consist of the following:

Learning to ride a bike
Cycle Techniques and Skills
Cycle Maintenance

Road Safety

The sessions will be adapted to suit ability and age with bikes and safety equipment provided
for all sessions. The timetable for the sessions is detailed below:

Date Class One Class Two Key Stage
Tuesday 8th June  |Wales Ireland K51
Friday 11th June France/ltaly/Portugal KS2
Tuesday 15th June |Canada |USA K52
Friday 18th June Mozambique/Botswana/Seychelles KS3
Tuesday 22nd June |Fiji Australia K53/4
Friday 25th June Samoa PNG KS4
Tuesday 29th June |Brazil Peru K53
Friday 2nd July Madagascar Kenya KS3
Tuesday 6th July K55 K55
Friday 9th July KS5 KS5
Tuesday 13th July | New Zealand/Cape Verde/Tasmania |KS3/4

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Gibney for leading this initiative so that the
students can gain from this valuable experience, If you have any questions, please contact
Miss Gibney via email laura.gibney@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Warmest wishes for the half term break,

Mrs Tobin
Deputy Headteacher
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Head of Autism Research & Development

Miss Sara Mursi¢, Head of Autism Research & Development
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Dear colleagues, families and friends of Abbot’s Lea School

In April, our students were working on their poems, stories, photographs and paintings to show
us what the heart of Liverpool is for them. That activity was organised as part of our
participation in the Liverpool Heartbeat competition.

Today, | had an honour of announcing that our school superhero artists got several prizes in
this City-wide competition among 5000 submissions.

1%t prize — Leon (KS5) for his acrylic painting of city’s

symbols “

Leon will receive a bespoke illustration by Tim Quinn, a | g
Marvel editor and illustrator. ‘

3" prize — Lexie (KS3) for her poem “The meaning of
Liverpool”

Special commendation — Jacob (KS2) for his drawing
of Liverpool sights and famous people

Congratulations to our talented artists and authors!

Taking into account that we were allowed just three
submissions, this is a fantastic success for our school — all of our submissions were rewarded.

Our students’ enthusiasm and talent was recognised by the Liverpool Heartbeat organisation
and they decided to gift each student in our school with a Liverpool Sculpture Trail Map.
Additionally, our school received 10 copies of the new comic book about Liverpool’s sculptures
and local history.

We look forward to continuing collaboration with Liverpool Heartbeat in their new project, which
will engage our students in computer game development.

Ms Sara Mursic
Head of Autism Research and Development
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Care and Safeguarding

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

| am writing this article between interviewing candidates for the role of Family Adviser. | was
very pleased at the level of interest expressed in this post with over twenty applications from
candidates. All of the candidates made reference to the exciting prospect of working at
Abbot’s Lea School and their own personal desire to work in partnership with families.

| believe that we must to continue to build relationships with families if we are to realise our
dream of becoming an International Centre of Excellence in Autism, Research and
Development. We must recognise that our families are the experts in their child’s life and can
teach us so much about the realities of living with autism and how to best support our
students with their communication and development. If we combine your knowledge with our
own expertise and the latest research findings, then we can build a vibrant programme of
training for the school community. Families will be both educating other parents and staff and
receiving new knowledge from their peers.

It will be the role of the successful candidate to create and develop this training alongside
families. | look forward to introducing our new Family Adviser after half term and starting that
journey of working in close partnership with all families of Abbot’s lea School.

| wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable half term break. | am still working during the holiday
and can be contacted by families if any support, including home visits, is required.
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School Business Support

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

We come to the end of another term,which has been busy as per usual but so many positive
things have once again happened.

It will be quieter this half term than previous ones, most of the larger pieces of work we have
scheduled in will be over the summer holidays now. We only have a small handful of
contractors on site, mainly undertaking annual inspections. Towards the end of the week, we
have some job interviews when hopefully, we will secure a couple more strong additions to the
Abbot's Lea family.

It is a time of change as Darren Stephens, our Facilities Manager leaves us to look for a new
challenge. Darren has been with us for many years now and | am sure that all the staff and
students will wish you good luck in whatever direction your future takes you.

School Business Support

Mrs Michelle Griffiths, Head of HR

E: michelle.qgriffiths@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Well done to all students on completing their exams over the last couple of weeks, you have
all worked very hard and should be proud of yourselves.

Our recruitment continues and this week we have interviewed for Teacher, HR Officer and
Family Adviser roles. We have had some amazing quality candidates who gave lovely
feedback about our school. Recruitment continues next week with assessments for our two
apprentice roles.

Good bye and good luck to Mr Stephens our Facilities Manager who is leaving our business
support team today. We wish you the best of luck with your future career.

We also say goodbye for now to Miss Gray who is starting her maternity leave after half term,
best wishes to you and your little one.

| wanted to share with you a quote | saw this week which - "Life is like a camera. Focus on
what is important. Capture the good times. Develop from the negatives. And if things don't
work out, just take another shot". (Ziad K. Abdelnour).

Hope everyone has a relaxing half term and comes back refreshed for our final term of the
academic year.
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Key Stage News and Updates

Early Years and Key Stage 1
Miss O’Neill

Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Ireland

Ireland class have had a lovely week! We have learned a new Rhyme of the Week called Old
McDonald. We have enjoyed watching our caterpillars grow this term, and were able to see
them turn into butterflies. We made them a home in our little yard before releasing them. We
also enjoyed mark making with different tools’, We made muffins in our Food lesson by mixing
together the cake mix. We have also been exploring different feelings and the emotions we
may feel, as well as using the train track to make circles and participated in excellent turn
taking by sharing the trains and the tracks.

We have had an excellent term, and hope you all enjoy your half term break!

Wales

Wales Class have had an exciting week! In English, we read That's not my snail and
Superworm. We then crated our own adjectives on how to describe the snails shell and
Superworm in a multi-sensory way! We had lots of fun exploring different materials and we got
messy! In Maths, we have been exploring coordinates. We plotted counters on a map and
discovered the coordinates of different minibeasts. In Food Technology, we discussed what
alternative foods we could make to create a healthy breakfast. We then made banana and
blueberry muffins. We weighed, poured and stirred the ingredients. They we delicious! In Art,
we crated our own ladybird symmetry pictures. We carefully drew and coloured half of our
ladybird making sure each half was symmetrical. In PE, we had our last yoga session with
Miss Katie. We worked on our peer yoga poses and practiced our deep breathing. We made
Miss Katie cards during the week to say thank you for our wonderful sessions. We have learnt
many strategies from Miss Katie that help to keep us in the green zone. In PSHE, we discussed
what number we need to call in an emergency, and whom we need to ask for, depending on
what our emergency is.

We have had a brilliant term learning about minibeasts and are looking forward to finding out
what fun topic we have next.

Have a lovely weekend and a relaxing half term,

Wales Class Team ©
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 2
Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell

Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Italy
This week ltaly class have been very busy. We have been practising our two times tables in

maths. In English, we have been practicing using adjectives. We made some amazing
descriptive sentences about what we could see at the seaside. In Food tech this week, we
made our own sausage rolls. We went on a Coastal trip to New Brighton to spot different
Seaside features. In Music, We finished learning different sea shanties and played the
instruments along to the beat. Well done for a brilliant half term Italy Class.

France

We have had a fantastic last week of term in class France! On Wednesday, the pupils enjoyed
our final trip out to the local seaside with a visit to Southport. We walked along the pier,
identifying the natural and man-made features. The students have all thoroughly enjoyed this
terms Coastline topic and have learned lots of key facts and information over the last term. For
Art this week we researched local lighthouses and used a range of different materials to create
our own. To conclude our ‘quick meals’ food technology topic we also made our own delicious
sausage rolls. Wishing you all a restful half term, looking forward to all the fun activities in term
6!

Canada

We have had a brilliant week in Canada class. On Monday, we made sausage rolls! We really
enjoyed shaping the sausage meat and folding the pastry. In project, we have been looking at
fossils found on the coastline. We handled some real ammonites and real shark’s teeth! Then
we made our own ammonites in art. We made fossil shapes in plaster and used clay to look
like the rock. In maths we have been looking at number bonds, division and splitting numbers
into equal groups, Canada class are doing so well in maths. In English, we have been planning
our very own stories. We have created characters and settings and we have all been using
some brilliant words to include in our stories. Thursday was a fantastic day - we went to Crosby
beach! We played on the park, had a picnic on the beach and paddled in the water! We had
so much fun. The class team are so proud of Canada class. Have a lovely half term everyone!

USA

USA have had an amazing final week of term 5. During Food Technology, we made delicious
sandwiches and sausage rolls. The students used a variety of different fillings for their
sandwiches and were brilliant in trying the different ingredients. We have also looked at Under
the Sea as part of our Coastlines topic. We were amazed, by how many beautiful shells there
are at the beach and we were able to look at some close up and then made our own shells out
of clay. On Wednesday, we did a taste test with different types of fruit. The students were so
brave at being blindfolded and trying different fruits. They were able to name so many different
fruits and Miss Lea and Mrs Davies were also incredibly brave and had a go at tasting and
guessing the different fruits. USA have noticed that outside there are lots’ of bees. They have
been very gentle with them and have left sugar water for those bees who need it. We have
learnt how bees make honey and we made some delicious honey biscuits. They were so tasty.
Have a lovely half term break USA. As always, you have been amazing this term!
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Spain

This week Spain class have loved exploring our seaside books, The Snail and the Whale and
Sharing a Shell. We made our very own clay snails, painted and decorated them.

In life skills, we learnt all about recycling, how to sort our rubbish and not polluting the ocean
with plastics.

In maths, we discussed being under and over objects and enjoyed watching We're Going on
a Bear Hunt to help us remember our positional words.

In news, we loved looking and sharing our photos of where we have been now that some of
our favourite places are back open. Spain class have some amazing trampoline gymnasts!

Portugal
This week in Class Portugal, we have been doing remote learning for the most part. The

children were fantastic on Zoom and engaged really well in all of the activities. We read some
stories and thought about our favourite stories, which included Harry Potter, Sonic the
Hedgehog and Julia Donaldson! We also shared our favourite toys and discussed what makes
them our favourite.

When we returned to school, we learnt all about direction and position in Maths, we played
Simon Says to help us learn this! We also enjoyed some time on the trikes to develop our
gross motor skills!

Have a brilliant and restful half term! ©

Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 3

Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson
Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Brazil

This week in Brazil class, the students have finished their topic on non-chronological texts. The
students have written a review about their favourite console game and tried their hardest to
remain unbiased; they then presented their reviews to the class. In Food Technology this week,
we made vegetable kebabs and the students worked well to create a delicious and colourful
masterpiece. The students have worked extremely hard over the course of this term and should
be proud of their efforts. Brazil class team would like to wish everybody a restful, safe and
enjoyable half term break.

Peru

Peru class have had a busy week learning lots’ of new skills. In P.E We played hockey again,
and are getting good now! English this week we made another non - chronological report this
time we chose an animal to base it on. For Maths this week we have looked at fractions, we
recognised fractions, did addition and subtraction of fractions, played games on the laptops
based on fractions and had a fraction domino game as a class. Our Project this term as you
know already, was based around potions, this week we looked at perfumes, aftershaves and
essential oils. We had a smell test to vote on what we thought smelt the best. Following our
smell test, we designed our own fragrance. Hope you all have a restful and enjoyable week off
and you all return ready for our last term of the school year
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Botswana

This week in Botswana, we have been working hard learning about the environment and the
world around us. In Life skills, we talked about the environment and ways we could help make
a difference within our planet. Mrs Unsworth taught us about looking after pets and what to do
if we had one, we discussed what each animal eats and how and what we would do to make
sure our pets stayed happy. In maths, we learned more about bar charts and ways that they
could be used. Students were able to fill out a chart asking other students their preferences.
In English students were encouraged to do persuasive writing and features of a letter. We also
celebrated Masons birthday this week where we enjoyed having cake and socialising as a
group. This week’s pupil of the week is Mason for being kind to his friends and sharing with
others. Everyone in Botswana want to wish you all a great half term, enjoy it all and stay safe.
We look forward to hearing all about what you have got up to when use return.

Mozambique

Mozambique have continued to work hard this week. In literacy, we have continued our
learning of poems and been looking at riddles. We have had a go a writing our own riddles
about our favourite animals and food. We have finished off our work in project all about potions
and have investigated what type of chocolate melts the fastest, have made some of our own
potions using kitchen cupboard ingredients and have created some artwork in the style of Andy
Warhol. In LifeSkills,, we looked at our carbon footprint and what we can do reduce this.
Mozambique class have worked really hard this half term. Hope you all have a lovely half-term
break!

Madagascar
This week in Madagascar class students have continued the theme of time in maths, focusing

on converting analogue time to digital and using the 24-hour clock. In English, students
recapped similes and where introduced to metaphors. Students looked at the differences
between these.

In food technology students although some were initially reluctant to touch, cut, use or taste
vegetables, some made amazing progress and achieved these goals before producing
vegetable kebabs. This week students also used pastels to create a landscape drawing
creating a wonderful array of landscapes including trees, grass, clouds and sky. Well done,
Madagascar, have a wonderful, safe half term holiday.

Kenya
Kenya have had a great week and have been working really hard! In English this week, we

have been looking at nonsense poetry. We studied the poem ‘Ning Nang Nong’ and watched
a retelling of the poem by the author. We found this poem really funny and enjoyed writing our
own versions of it. In Maths this week, we have continued with our work on time, we have
been using the addition and subtraction column method to work out the answers to given
problems. In Life Skills, we came to the end of our topic on the ‘Environment’. We looked at
‘Endangered Animals’, finding out the reasons for animals becoming endangered and what we
can do to help prevent this. The students created some amazing posters encouraging
awareness of the problem!

Keep up the hard work Kenya!

Seychelles
Another great week for Seychelles class. We have continued with our rhyming couplets in

English, reading out the couplets they wrote last week to the class. In maths, we have started
a new topic of money maths recognising coins and adding money together. During PE, this
week Seychelles enjoyed some Chinese Dancing learning different poses. They also had a
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game of hockey playing in two teams against each other. In PSHE, we talked about Puberty
and how our bodies change as we grow older. The pupils worked in groups to label the outline
of a body to describe the physical and emotional changes we experience. We will continue
with this after half term. Seychelles also had fun in science measuring the temperatures of
cold, room temperature and hot water using a thermometer and recording our results on a line
graph over two minute intervals.

Have a lovely half term, Seychelles Class

Fiji class have had a wonderful week. We have completed all of our English and Maths projects
for this term. We have spent time researching food from other countries and made our own
vegetable kebabs. The students have worked hard to complete end of term assessments in
both Reading and Maths. We have had our own class fashion show, in collaboration with LFC.
The students had to work in teams to create their own costumes for a catwalk! We had some
brilliant entries. Finally, we have taken great care of our grass and cress heads and watched
them grow! They look amazing. Have a wonderful half-term break Fiji class.

Cape Verde
WOW! We cannot believe that we are already at the end of Term 5! This term has certainly

flown by. This week we have finished our Maths topic of Time, all students can now tell the
time using both digital and analogue clocks. Our English sessions this week have been around
Poetry and the students have created some amazing poems. We have finished our Project for
this term the boys have loved completing their potions project. We are looking forward to
starting our last topic of ‘Warriors’ after the break. Have a wonderful week off. See you in June!

Cape Verde Class Team ©
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 4

Key Stage Leader: Mr Lyons
matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Australia

It has been a good week of learning for Class Australia. Our Year 11 students continued to
show their hard work and resilience in completing their ICT exam. Students have also enjoyed
looking at and comparing poems around the theme of gardens. They have also continued to
do some consolidation work around Science and the topics of fuels, non-renewable and
renewable energy sources and climate change. Class Australia wish you all a restful and
enjoyable half term break.

Samoa

We have had a super fun last week before half term. Kicking this week off with another trip to
an allotment, we are so proud of all the pupils for being so well behaved and mannered when
out on a trip. We are all proud to take you all out!

We have refreshed our English skills and recapped everything we have learnt in the year so
far. In maths we have looked at pie charts and interpreting data. In Life Skills, we have made
a menu, logo and our own cafe names. For food tech we made pizzaninis - pizza paninis. All
the pupils absolutely loved making these and they went down a treat.

We hope everyone has a lovely half term!

Love Samoa Class Team ©

New Zealand

New Zealand have completed their online English and maths assessments this week and have
made a real effort to achieve their best, which has impressed the whole class team. Science
continues to focus on Sexual Reproduction and the students have been learning about the
development of the fertilised egg in the womb, from implantation to 3 months. We have all
been amazed at how the embryo develops, and the amazing work done by each cell to create
a nervous system, organs and brain. It has been fascinating! Maths lessons are now focusing
on ratios and probability. We are making use of past exam papers to check understanding as
we go, recognising the need to show our working out, and marking our own work. Our class
reading book is "Goodnight Mr Tom" and in English we have begun looking at characters and
identifying inference in the text, helping us to paint a picture of life in London and the
countryside during the Second World War. A thoroughly enjoyable week for all | think, well
done New Zealand students!

Tasmania

This week in Tasmania class, we enjoyed a trip out to Strawberry Fields. We had a walk around
the beautiful grounds and read all of the plaques and signs. We even tried to guess which
Beatles song they belonged too. In Food Technology this week we made a Terry's Chocolate
Orange cheesecake, we experimented with mini ones and a large one. Students also reflected
on their learning from last week for British Sandwich week and submitted their entries for the
KS4 ultimate sandwich competition, fingers crossed!
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Papua New Guinea

This week in PNG, the class have completed the following tasks:

In English, students have continued to read and analyse the book ‘Al Capone does my shirts’
by Gennifer Choldenko. As well as this, Year 11 students completed their speaking and
listening assessment based on equality and diversity. In Maths, we have gone over how to
work out improper and equivalent fractions.

Apart from subject-based activities, PNG have also made rainbow cookies, which looked
yummy and have taken part in creating clothes using everyday items for the ‘I Will’ project with
LFC.

As always well-done PNG for all your hard work!
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Key Stage News and Updates

Key Stage 5

Key Stage Leader: Mr Ryan Mason
Ryan.Mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk

Christmas Island and Malawi

This week in KS5, we finished off our exams for the term. This week they had their Speaking
and Listening exams in which everyone tried really hard and we had the rescheduled ICT exam
in which everything went smoothly.

This week in food tech, we have taken a break from making soup and instead made cookies
(much to the students delight). The key stage have made a mountain of cookies, the staff made
sure to perform some quality control.

We are really excited to find out that two of our students have been offered places at college
this week for September start. We are also very proud to hear that two of our students have
made it to the finals of Abbot’s Lea has talent,, we are excited to support them through the rest
of the competition.

We hope that all the students in our department have a restful half term break, they truly
deserve it after all the hard work they have put in this term.

Internships
This week the interns have completed their exams and coped really well with the added

pressure.
Aiden has continued with laptop updates, which is a long process!
Liam has worked mainly independently on his daily maintenance tasks.

Adam had a taster day, at a potential placement for September and again continues to work
with little support, serving the lunches.

They only have three weeks left after half term and we can't believe how fast the time has
gone since January. It's great to see how they have progressed since the start.

Well done boys!!
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Primary Department

Jamie for the 5 June
Tyler for the 6 June

Secondary Department

Cemal for the 29 May
Cyrus for the 29 May
Brogan for the 29 May
Lucas for the 31 May
Arshia for the 3 June
David for the 9 June
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Students of the Week 33

Years and KS1

Ireland

Jacob

for showing excellent independent skills

Wales
Nurture Provisi

Joel
on

for amazing phonics work!

Spain Noah for engaging in lovely sensory sessions
Cape Verde Tunji for outstanding resilience
Tasmania Charlie for excellent participation in class trip to Strawberry Fields.

Key Stage 2

Italy Jason for being a kind friend.

Portugal Mikey for brilliant work on Zoom

France Louie for writing a fantastic postcard about our trips to the seaside!
Canada Charlie for taking part in all lessons and being so much fun!

USA JoJo for putting in so much effort to listen to instructions and

Key Stage 3

complete his activities

Brazil Brandon | for trying his hardest with identifying fractions in Maths

Peru Mason for trying hard with his hand writing

Mozambique Cemal for having a positive attitude with his learning and making a
positive contribution within

Botswana Mason for being kind to his friends and sharing with others

Madagascar William for making good choices

Kenya Sam for working hard to complete his work even in subjects he
doesn't like - Keep up the hard work Sam!

Seychelles Jimmy for being a really good friend to everyone in class

Fiji Kassia for working extremely hard this week both academically and

Key Stage 4

socially. Kassia has completed all learning tasks and has
been a great friend this week. Well done Kassia, keep up the
hard work

Australia Kieran for having a positive attitude to learning and an inquiring mind.

PNG Lewis for always getting fully involved in tasks and completing tasks
to a high standard

Samoa Flynn for being an outstanding member of team Samoa

New Zealand | Joshua for excellent effort and progress this week, completing all

Key Stage 5

assessments and activities and then improving on his
Reading Age. Well-done!

Malawi Luke for doing really well whilst attending a taster day for a course
he wishes to attend in September

Christmas Megan for a successful return to school this week

Island
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Week 33 in Pictures
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