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Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 
 
Welcome to today’s newsletter! This week was complex in more ways than one.  
 
Covid-19 infection rates are on the rise and we had a few really tricky circumstances that we 
had to manage. We tried our best and did what we could to keep everyone safe whilst 
minimising the disruption to learning. I am sorry that we were unable to avoid turbulence for a 
few groups (and through that, for several families) – it is such a tiring reality, isn’t it? 
 
We must, however, keep positive, optimistic and hopeful for the future and do everything in 
our power to help us move towards fewer restrictions soon. I thank you all for your patience, 
understanding and support.  
 
I ask that you regularly test your family/household/support bubble, using lateral flow tests.  
 
I also ask that, if your child is symptomatic – whether or not it proves to be Covid-19 infection 
upon testing – that you do not send them to school, please. We had several cases of children 
arriving at school feeling unwell and with fever and, whilst we always hope it is just a minor 
infection, we simply have to act in line with the Covid-19 directives to treat it as a potential 
pandemic link. 
 
In such situations, please self-isolate at home, arrange a PCR test and inform us of this as 
soon as possible via covid@abbotsleaschool.co.uk – we monitor this email 24/7 and so, please 
do not wait until the next school day. Thank you! 
 
Today was also the day when the decisions about our school organisation for next year, with 
the class groupings and staff’ deployment have been shared with the students (in class) and 
with the families (via Parentmail). If you have not received the information, please contact Kim 
Adair, my PA, who will re-send: kim.adair@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  
 
The most profound part of this week has been, however, for many of our students, staff and 
families alike, today’s Leavers’ Celebration Assembly. I want to thank Mr Mason for organising 
this event so that we can get “together”, albeit remotely. Huge thanks to the families who joined 
us – I cannot believe that our journey has come to an end! 
 
The event reduced many of us to tears and I must say I too, could not hold back the emotions 
when I saw our leavers and heard their reflections. Then again, I am a notorious crier  
 
I was privileged to be asked to address the assembly. I shared with those in attendance a 
poem which, at various “junctions” in my own life – personal and professional, inspired me.   
 
I include it here with the hope that it resonates with some of you, too: 
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“Don’t Quit”, by Edgar A. Guest 
 

When things go wrong, as they sometimes will, 
When the road you're trudging seems all uphill, 

When the funds are low and debts are high, 
And you want to smile but have to sigh, 
When care is pressing you down a bit, 
Rest, if you must, but don't you quit. 

 
Life is queer with its twists and turns, 
As everyone of us sometimes learns, 

And many a failure turns about, 
When he might have won if he'd stuck it out, 
Don't give up though the pace seems slow, 

You might succeed with another blow. 
 

Often the struggler has given up, 
When he might captured the victor's cup. 

And he learned too late, when the night slipped down, 
How close he was to the golden crown, 

 
Success is failure turned inside out, 

The silver tint of clouds of doubt, 
And you never can tell how close you are, 

It may be near when it seems afar, 
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit, 

It's when things seem worst that you mustn't quit. 
 
 

 
I cannot express in words alone, how very proud I am of every single one of our leavers today. 
You have learnt a lot during your time with us – that is so evident!  
 
What is transformational, though, is just how much we, the staff, have learnt from you!  
 
After all, you are the core purpose of our work here and so, every single success of yours has 
made us stronger, and every single struggle has inspired us to think differently, try harder, look 
broader, search deeper, ask different questions and gain a brand new perspective. 
 
I thank you for your wisdom, your kindness, your patience (and impatience, where you were 
right and we - too slow!).  
 
Spread your wings and fly!  
 
You WILL go far if you dare, if you try and if you don’t give up on yourself and others – of that 
I am certain! 
 
 
With kindest wishes to you all, 
  
Mrs A Hildrey 
Headteacher 
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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
In recent weeks, we have seen a rapid rise in Covid-19 cases in Liverpool. Currently Liverpool has rates 
of 158/100,000 and is on an upward trajectory. The dominant strain of virus in the UK is called the Delta 
variant and we have seen a steep rise in COVID-19 cases locally. Evidence suggests the Delta variant 
spreads more easily than previous strains. 
 
As a result, we are requesting that additional measures are brought into schools to slow down the spread 
of the virus. These controls may cause some disruption to end of year plans that normally take place. 
Activities such as transition, assemblies, proms and performances may need to be modified and 
alternative arrangements made. Educational visits may also be impacted by these additional measures. 
Schools will communicate with parents directly if any of their plans are impacted. 
 
Face Coverings 
 
On the 21st June 2021, we are requesting staff and pupils in Year 7 and above to wear face coverings 
indoors whilst in school, including in classrooms where social distancing cannot be maintained, with the 
exception of certain lessons such as PE. This is an additional measure to support schools to manage 
the increased risk of school-based transmission due to increasing cases and is fully supported by central 
government. 
 
The purpose of wearing a face covering is to minimise the risk of transmitting the virus to other people 
if you are infectious but don’t have symptoms. We know that up to 30% of people with COVID-19 don’t 
experience symptoms, and everyone who has the virus will be infectious in the two days before their 
symptoms start, so wearing face coverings is one of a range of infection prevention and control 
measures that have been introduced in schools to protect pupils and staff. 
 
Exemptions for wearing face coverings are still in place and further information about exemptions can 
be found here. 
 
Any pupil who has one of the conditions on the exemption list will not be expected to wear a face 
covering whilst in school. Anyone communicating to someone who relies on lip reading will also be 
exempt from wearing a face covering. 
  
 
We also continue to ask that parents and carers to wear face coverings when dropping off and picking 
up children from school. 
 
As always, we thank you for your continued support. 
 
  
Yours faithfully 
 
Matt Ashton 
Director of Public Health, Liverpool 
  
Steve Reddy 
Director of Children’s Services, Liverpool 
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Gavin Williamson, Education Secretary 
 
Education Secretary Gavin Williamson has today written to secondary school and 
college parents and guardians in England to talk about the importance of regular 
testing when it comes to keeping covid out of the classroom.  
 
The Prime Minister announced on 14 June that step 4 of the roadmap would have to 
be paused for up to four weeks because of the spread of the new variant. 
 
With the increase in cases with variants of concern, it is important to continue regular 
testing in order to detect cases of coronavirus, stay ahead of the virus and keep covid 
out of the classroom. 
 
This means that regular asymptomatic testing for all will continue, and we need you 
and your children who are in secondary school or college to carry on testing at home, 
twice a week. 
 
As you know, testing has been playing a vital role in our response to the virus. It is 
helping to break chains of transmission by identifying asymptomatic positive cases 
quickly. This means those who test positive can self-isolate, keeping other pupils and 
students in face-to-face education. Reporting all test results, positive or negative, helps 
the health experts have a clearer picture of any potential outbreaks in different parts of 
the country.      
 
I want to thank you all for your efforts so far. I know that this has been an enormously 
challenging time for families, who have faced many pressures over the past 18 months. 
Your continued support in helping us fight the virus has been vital. 
 
Secondary pupils and college students, households and their bubbles, along with 
school and college staff have now completed more than 50 million tests since these 
were introduced back in January. That really is an incredible number and we need you 
to continue your efforts.  
 
It is wonderful to see so many children back in school and through your actions we can 
work together to keep everyone safe ensuring we can also keep your children in school 
with their friends. 
 
Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP Secretary of State for Education 
 

Rt Hon Gavin Williamson CBE MP Secretary of State for Education 

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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This is a reminder that next week, we are holding the last exams of this school year. 

All students in years 11, 12, 13 and 14 who took part in the exams series in May have 

another opportunity to sit the exams next week. The exams will take place on:  

Monday, 28 June 2021 - Functional Skills Maths papers (calculator and non-calculator) at 

9:30am 

Tuesday, 29 June 2021 - Functional Skills English (reading and writing) at 9:30am and 

12:30pm 

Wednesday, 30 June 2021 - Functional Skills ICT at 9:30am. 

 

Students taking Entry Level 1 – 3 exams will take a paper based exam. Students taking 

Level 1 and 2 exams will take an online exam using school laptops.  

The exams will take place in the school hall and also in some designated classrooms, as 

has been the case this term. All students will have access to the support they are entitled 

to. 

As mentioned previously, students who remain with us next year will have another 

opportunity to engage with the accredited learning in 2021-22. Students progressing to 

other educational establishments at the end of this school year will also have such 

opportunities extended to them by their Further Education provider. 

If you have any questions regarding the June exams, please contact: 

For Key Stage 4 students: Mr Lyons KS4 Leader: matthew.lyons@abbotsleaschool.co.uk   

For Key Stage 5 students: Mr Ryan Mason KS5 Leader; 

ryan.mason@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

 

We are all very proud of our students’ engagement in the exams and we wish them every 

success during the next round of the accredited learning tests. 

   Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs A Hildrey 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exams – June  
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Whittakers Schoolwear are now fully open with no appointment 

necessary!  Our uniform is stocked in Southport and available online. 

 

 

WHITTAKERS SCHOOLWEAR  
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COVID-19 RISK ASSESSMENT 

 
Our risk assessment has been updated and can be found on our website. 
 

 
Please note that, despite the governmental guidance relaxing many control measures, 
we will continue to operate high level of infection controls until at least the end of this 
school year, including restricted site visits to ALS, use of PPE when outside of the 
bubbles and enhanced cleaning regime. The news of new variants is also being closely 
monitored and we will act accordingly, in light of the evidence arising. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Our nearly new second-hand uniform shop is available to all families, where you can purchase 
any item for just £1.  
 
All items will have been washed (unless donated new with tags) and we will only sell items, 
which we believe to be in very good condition.  
 
We have Sweatshirts, Jumpers, Polo Shirts, Shirts, Trousers, Shorts and Blazers all in various 
sizes. 
 
Please contact Lisa Sharpe on lisa.sharpe@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION BOARD 
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STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  
8:30am – 2:30pm 
 
Term 6: 
 
9 July 2021 – Transition INSET Day 
12 – 16 July 2021 - Transition Week 
Term Ends: 16 July 2021 at 1:00pm 
 
School holidays: Monday 19 July to Tuesday, 31 August 2021 
 

 
 
 
STUDENTS’ SCHOOL DAY:  9:00-15:00 

Term 1 
INSET – 1, 2, 3 September 2021  
6 September 2021– students return 
Ends: 22 October 2021 at 3pm 
Half term break: 25-29 October 2021 
 
Term 2 
1 November 2021 – students return 
Ends: 22 December 2021 at 1pm 
Christmas break: 23 December 2021- 4 January 2022 
 
Term 3 
5 January 2022 – students return 
Ends: 18 February 2022 at 3pm 
Half term break: 21 – 25 February 2022 
 
Term 4 
28 February 2022 – students return 
Ends: 8 April 2022 at 1pm 
Easter break: 11-22 April 2022 
 
Term 5 
25 April 2022 – students return  
May day: Monday 2 May 2022 
Ends: 27 May 2022 at 3pm 
Half term break: 30 May – 3 June 2022 
 
Term 6 
6 June 2022 – students return 
24 June 2022 – Leavers’ Day (for all students in Year 11 and above who leave ALS in 2022), 
including Leavers’ Ceremony on Friday, 24 June 2022 at 1pm (open to families of leavers) 
8 July 2022 – End of Year Awards Ceremony (open to families of all students staying at ALS) 
11 – 15 July 2022 - Transition Week (students grouped in next year’s classes) 
Ends: 15 July 2022 at 1pm 
 
 

2020-21 Term dates  

 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 

2021-22 Term dates  
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YPAS Coffee Event 
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The ADHD Foundation and Witherslack Group are once again partnering up for an 

unmissable virtual conference covering a broad range of SEN support and advice. 

  

Online event: National Parents & Carers Virtual Conference 2021: Celebrating 

Neurodiversity through positive support 

Date: Thursday 8th July  

Time: 10.30am onwards  

This event is FREE to attend 

 

Live bitesize webinars will be streamed throughout the day.  Here is a taster of what 

presentations will take place:  

 What should parents expect from the school Special Needs Co-ordinator 
(SENCO)? 

 What is the best kind of school for children with SEN? 
 A young person’s perspective: What parents needs to know about their child’s 

ADHD 
 A young person’s approach: Helping teachers support the mental health of 

young 
people with ADHD 

 ADHD & Girls 
 Why and how can we celebrate neurodiversity? 
 Special Educational Needs: Transitioning from early years to primary 
 The Recovery Curriculum: Supporting and nurturing our children’s mental 

health after the pandemic 
 Celebrating the talent, ability and joy of neurodiverse children and adults 

 
https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/resources/national-parents-and-carers-virtual-conference-

2021-celebrating-neurodiversity-through-positive-support/ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ADHD Virtual Conference 
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Parent & Carer ROAR Training 
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Dear Families 
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  
 
The highlight of the week for me has to be the Leavers’ Assembly. It afforded staff, students 
and families alike a chance to sit together (even if virtually) and to reflect on what amazing 
young people our leavers have become.  
 
For those of you with children who are today’s school leavers - I’m sure that the last 12 (or 
more) years of your child’s education have been far from plain sailing, yet, despite challenges 
what a great deal they have achieved.  
 
I am sad that I have only been able to follow the most recent year of their education, but even 
over that year (and what a year it was!) I have seen our young adults grow and flourish. I have 
no doubt that what lies ahead won’t be plain sailing – adult life rarely is – but I have ever faith 
that they will go on to do and achieve great things.  
 
Warmest wishes for the coming week, 
 
 
Mrs Tobin  
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Emily Tobin, Deputy Headteacher 

E: deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Deputy Headteacher 
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Dear colleagues, families and friends of Abbot’s Lea School 

We are finishing another eventful week at school. My highlight was an inspiring visit from the 

creator of Chatta – Chris Williams. After collaborating with us during the remote learning period, 

he visited us yesterday to observe the Chatta method in practice across our Key Stages.  

Thanks to our class teams who have demonstrated exceptional teaching of language and 

oracy, as well as our continuous record-breaking activity on the Chatta software, we have 

proudly joined the Chatta family as the first accredited Chatta Centre of Excellence. 

It is a great honour to be able to model this award-winning approach and support other schools 

in developing students’ communication in a fun and visual way.  

Chatta is more than just an app, it is a method for visualising, modelling and practicing 

communication from first words to practicing oral presentations for job interviews. 

 

 

 

Chris Williams shared his words about the decision to partner with us: “Congratulations to all 

of the school staff! What your school shows is a commitment to giving students the very best 

opportunities in life as they grow through the school and enter the world beyond. The high-

impact, forward-thinking, inclusive educators in this school deliver something exceptional. I am 

proud that Chatta is associated with the wonderful staff of Abbot’s Lea School.” 

Another recognition of our efforts and impact we have on our students’ success. Congratulation 

to all colleagues! 

 

Ms Sara Muršić 
Head of Autism Research and Developmen 

Miss Sara Muršić, Head of Autism Research & Development 
E: sara.mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

Head of Autism Research & Development 
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There are many weeks when all the news seems to be bad and it is hard to spot anything 
hopeful or inspiring. Such weeks can leave us feeling low, like there will never be a period of 
happiness and calm again. This week has felt particularly negative with the increased rates 
of Covis-19 infection resulting in temporary bubble closures coming as a devastating setback 
and threatening important events such as Leavers’ day and transition week 
 
Amongst all of the bad news this week, there were two shining beacons of hope that lifted my 
spirits and refocused my attention on the positives in life. Both relate to the LGBTQ+ 
community and we should celebrate these moments as much as we sadly reflect on the 
many demoralising and outrageous hate crime attacks that continue to be perpetrated, even 
in our own, supposedly tolerant, city.  
 
On Monday, Carl Nassib became the first active NFL player to come out as gay. The 28-
year-old made the announcement, which comes during LGBTQ Pride Month, via an 
Instagram post on Monday, which included a video message. It is hard to imagine the 
bravery required to take such a huge step with the world watching but Carl’s openness and 
willingness to live his true and authentic life will raise hope in so many other LGBTQ+ people 
that they may be able to do the same. Visibility and representation are so important and 
aspiring young LGBTQ+ footballers will now be able to imagine a future where they are 
included and valued for everything they are. 
 
Alongside this, I was proud of our city this week when I saw the pictures of the many 
hundreds of people who came out in support of the LGBTQ+ community by attending a 
peaceful protest march in the city centre on Tuesday. This event was organised in response 
to a number of sickening attacks on the LGBTQ+ community in recent weeks. City mayor 
Joanne Anderson, who joined the march, said it had sent a clear message that the attacks 
were "not acceptable". 
“I have spent my whole adult life standing up to hate. I am fully aware of how these horrific 
crimes impact on people and communities. I’m appalled by the recent spate of homophobic 
attacks and I want the victims to know that they have our wholehearted support”.  
 
They have my wholehearted support too. The true Liverpool spirit was represented by the 
people who took part in the protest and who are sickened by those individuals who continue 
to spread fear and hate. We have much still to do but the tide has turned. The younger 
generation is not filled with the same fear of difference that their parents and grandparents 
grew up with. We are now surrounded by diversity and the vast majority of people embrace 
this and celebrate it. I watch our students grow every day and see how supportive they are of 
each other and their differences. A better, brighter future lies in these uncorrupted minds. 
They are so much better than us, and that is exactly as it should be. 
 
 
 

Ms Alison Twomey, Head of Care and Safeguarding 

E: Alison.twomey@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

Care and Safeguarding 
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Help with hate crime 
 
There are many charities and organisations throughout Merseyside and the UK working to 
support victims of hate crime. 
 
Stop Hate UK is a leading national organisation working to challenge all forms of hate crime 
and discrimination. 0800 138 1625 
 
Hopenot Hate is an advocacy group which uses research, education and public engagement 
to challenge mistrust and racism and help to rebuild communities. info@hopenothate.org.uk. 
 
The Anthony Walker Foundation aims to promote diversity and racial harmony in 
Merseyside through education, sport and the arts. 0151 237 3974 
 
Stonewall campaigns for the equality of lesbian, gay, bi and trans people throughout the UK. 
 
The LGBT Foundation is a national charity which provides advice, support and information 
services to the LGBT community. 0345 330 30 30 or helpline@lgbt.foundation 
 
The Michael Causer Foundation provides education, motivation and accommodation for 
the LGBT community within Merseyside. 0151 528 2808 
or info@michaelcauserfoundation.org.uk 
 
Mermaids UK provides family and individual support for gender diverse and transgender 
children and young people throughout the UK. 0808 801 0400 or info@mermaidsuk.org.uk 
 
Daisy Inclusive UK is a Merseyside based charity which works to promote disability 
awareness and provide support for disabled individuals within the area. 0151 261 0309 
or info@daisyuk.com 
 
Victim Support is an independent charity which aims to help people rebuild their lives after a 
traumatic event. 0808 1689 111 
 
Citizens Advice Liverpool offers advice and support to victims of LGBT+ hate crimes on 
behalf of Liverpool City Council and Merseyside Police. 0151 522 1400 ext 5006 
or lgbthatecrime@caliverpool.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@hopenothate.org.uk
mailto:helpline@lgbt.foundation
mailto:info@michaelcauserfoundation.org.uk
mailto:info@mermaidsuk.org.uk
mailto:info@daisyuk.com


 
 

 
Page 16 of 29 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our new sensory rooms are almost all up and running. 
Two are already in use, the third, our multi-sensory 
room, myself, our Head of Care and Safeguarding and 
our Occupational Therapist received training on the 
equipment this week as to how to use it. This will then 
be passed on to all staff to make sure that the rooms 
are used effectively to give the most appropriate 
support possible for any child that uses them. 
 
The multi-sensory room contains a variety of different 
equipment and I am sure it will become a huge asset in 

meeting the needs of our students. The interactive projector I am sure will be popular with 
students (and staff!) 

 
A huge thanks must go to the Steve Morgan 
Foundation for their amazing financial support, to allow 
us to create these rooms. They continue to support us 
as a school, which is fantastic. 
 
Thanks to Southpaw for creating and installing all of the 
equipment. It has been a really productive partnership 
and it's so positive working with a company that really 
understands what we are about. 
 
 

 

       
 
 
 

 

Mr Andrew Cocklin, Head of Finance and Operations 

E: andrew.cocklin@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

School Business Support 
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Ireland 
Ireland Class have had a fantastic week! We celebrated World Music Day by making our own 
carnival masks and played different musical instruments. We have also been exploring 
different ways of mark making this week by using paints, chalk and different tools around our 
class and our outdoor space. We also really enjoyed our Food Tech lesson where we made 
Chocolate Twists! We also enjoyed the nice weather this week and played different ball games 
to develop our hand-eye coordination! Have a lovely weekend!  
  

Wales 
Class Wales have had an amazing week this week! We have explored different fossils such 
as Ammonites, Trilobites and a Triceratops tooth! We held and described how each fossil 
looked and felt. In English, we discussed fiction and non-fiction books. We also researched 
facts about sea creatures using the books and iPads. We then created a Chatta board including 
all the facts we have found. To celebrate World Music Day we explored the Rio Carnival. We 
discussed why it is celebrated and looked at the different outfits and music that is used. We 
then created our own Carnival masks and took part in our very own Abbots Lea Carnival with 
other primary classes. We paraded around the yard wearing our masks and playing 
instruments. We had a wonderful time! In maths, we explored division and arrays. We focused 
on our 2 and 10 times tables. In Food Tech, we followed instructions to create chocolate twists. 
We practiced out spreading and twisting skills. We then tasted them and they were delicious.   
We have had an exciting week and are looking forward to next week.  
Have a lovely weekend  

Wales Class Team 🙂 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Italy 
This week in Italy class we have been researching minibeast's, we found out or own fun facts 
about them and shared it with our class. We have continued to look after are seeds we planted 
and observed how they grow with different conditions. In food technology, we made some 
chocolate twists and had a picnic to eat them. This week in LifeSkills, we have been learning 
about advertising, we made our own smoothies and created an advertisement for them. On 
Thursday we went on a flower and mini beast hunt to Calderstones Park, we saw lots of lovely 
flowers and had a picnic. We had to save our lunch from all the squirrels who joined us. Well 
done Italy Class.     

Key Stage News and Updates 

Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Miss O’Neill  
 
Maria.O’Neill@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

Key Stage News and Updates 

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage Leader: Miss Sell 
Lorna.sell@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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France 
We have had another wonderful week in class France! For World Musical Day we learned 
about Carnivals from around the world. We spoke about the music styles, costumes and 
instruments. We then created our own colourful masks and joined in the Primary Department 
Carnival! This week we have continued our Garden theme by looking at minibeasts and their 
microhabitats. We went on a minibeast hunt around the school grounds and looked closely at 
their features and microhabitats. We then used this knowledge with additional research to 
create our own minibeast Chatta boards and fact-files. For Maths this week, we have been 
learning about 'o'clock' and 'half past' on analogue clocks. The students have worked hard 
matching, drawing and writing the times with a range of different activities throughout the 
week.  
Keep up the hard work France class!' 
 

Canada 
We have had another fun week this week learning about Mini beasts and plants. In English, 
we have enjoyed the book, 'What the Ladybird Heard and 'The Bad-Tempered Ladybird'. We 
looked at what makes us angry and how to deal with these emotions and not waste energy 
like the ladybird. In Science, we have grown our own bean seeds and will be planting our grass 
heads. We have learnt about the structure of a flower and how the flower turns into a fruit. We 
have also looked at pollination and which animals pollinate flowers, we loved watching the 
bees and hummingbirds. In music we have learnt to play the song, 'I'm a Little Bean seed' to 
the tune of I'm a Little Teapot on the bells. We had a set each and although it was noisy, it was 
also good fun. We have also enjoyed dance this week in PE and we have been doing more 
work on sentence structure and punctuation.  
 

USA 
What another amazing week USA have had. Monday was World Music Day. We celebrated 
by making Carnival Masks and going to the yard to do a parade. The students really enjoyed 
showing everyone their beautiful masks and dancing skills. We also listened to different genres 
of music and used different colours to show how they made us feel. On Tuesday, we had an 
amazing dance lesson. The students were fantastic at following the instructor's moves. In R.E, 
we learnt about the creation story and made our own booklets telling the story. Wednesday 
was National Writing Day. We spoke about what jobs we would like to do when we are older 
and why writing is important in that job. We also looked at how adverts work to make us buy a 
product and looked at different adverts online trying to spot the tricks they use. We have also 
made delicious smoothies in Food Technology. The students were amazing at trying these. 
Well done USA! We cannot believe we have only got 2 weeks left together, let's make it the 
best 2 weeks!  
 

Spain 
Spain class have had another brilliant, busy week. 
Mini Beasts is still a large theme so in English we read 'mad about mini beasts'. 
Science we learned about differentiating mini beasts (big wings? 8 legs? no legs? etc.). 
In Art, we created our own origami butterflies. 
In Maths, we have been matching shapes as well as using the Numicon pieces to create 
pictures and count them. 
In RE we learnt about why harvesting is important for Christians. 
We have also celebrated a pupil's birthday this week and made a victoria sponge cake in food 
tech  
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Portugal 
This week in Class Portugal, we have been out to post our letters that we wrote home last 
week! We went to the post box and posted them on Wednesday.  
We also created a fact file on minibeasts - we wrote them up on Tuesday and on Wednesday, 
we recorded them on Chatta. We had fact files on bumble-bees, ladybirds and worms! The 
children loved learning lots’ of fun facts about their chosen minibeast! 
In Maths, we practiced our counting skills! We counted forwards and backwards to 20 - we 
would love you to challenge the children at home too! 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Brazil 
This week in Brazil, the students have continued their work on poetry. The students have 
looked at poems that rhyme and identified rhyming couplets, they have also written their very 
own acrostic poems. The students have been comparing England to Italy as part of their project 
work and have created an excellent fact file on an Italian landmark. It has been a great week 
in Brazil, and we are looking forward to next week already!" 
 

Peru 
Hello from Peru class. This week once again has been a busy one. Monday was World Music 
day, to celebrate it we looked at different genres of music, we then used a site called Music 
Lab and had a go at recording our own music using different beats and hearing it played on 
different instruments. In the afternoon to link with our I Am Warrior topic, Peru class listed 
words, which could be used, to describe a warrior or a battle. As a class, we produced some 
lyrics for our own song. This week in maths, we have still been working on angles and turns. 
Food technology was a lovely pesto chicken pasta dish with some pupils replacing the pesto 
for mayonnaise depending on preference. In English this week Peru class looked at Sea 
Shanties and produced their own about a moment in their lives, for example; school, playing 
games or sleeping, this linked in with some poetry we looked at on World Writing day. P.E is 
usually on a Thursday but we found time to fit in a little impromptu game of quick cricket to see 
if we could remember the rules. Unfortunately, part of our week, we have had to work at home 
but we didn't let that stop us having fun. We looked at Celtic round houses and had a try at 
designing our own making sure it was made from wattle, daub and adding decorative details 
to the furniture just like the Celts would have. We also had a kahoot quiz based on Roman 
Roads, we found out how long ago they had been built, when they were built and how the 
Romans would have travelled on them. We hope you have a nice weekend, take care.  
 

Botswana 
This week in Botswana, we have continued learning about life as a Celt. The students’ have 
been very creative within their designs and made their very own Celtic shields, spears and 
swords. There has been lots of great reading this week from all students as well as some 
fantastic presentations. For national writing day, we discussed and planned a recent journey 

Key Stage 3  
Key Stage Leader: Mr Richard Hodgson 

Richard.Hodgson@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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we would like to go on. Students were able to use lots’ of adjectives and did lots of creative 
writing. In P.E, we showed sportsman ship and worked well in teams to play a game focusing 
on our throwing and catching skills.  
 

Mozambique 
This week in Mozambique students enjoyed international music day, where we all chose our 
favourite song and the class had to guess whose choice it was. In literacy, we learnt about 
correct punctuation and in particular, the use of inverted commas. The students wrote some 
excellent dialect between different characters. In life skills we started talking about puberty and 
the changes that happen to our bodies and in math's we have been further expanding of 
knowledge of 2d and 3d shapes and using our mathematical language to describe them.  
 
Madagascar  
This week Class Madagascar have again been very busy. In food technology, students have 
made pesto pasta with chicken. In English students continued with the subject of non-
chronological reports researching and writing a report. Students worked very hard and 
produced some interesting, informative reports. Students also celebrated National Writing day; 
students received a message in a bottle and replied to the person who had written the letter. 
Students loved this activity. 
 
In Maths, students continued the topic of angles looking at different types of angles and 
measuring these. In their project lessons, students continued the theme of Warriors exploring 
how someone became a gladiator and what they had to do as one. Well done class 
Madagascar. 
 

Kenya  
We have had a busy week this week in Kenya class. Monday we celebrated National Music 
Day. We created our own sea shanties and used our bodies as percussion to follow instructions 
and rhythms of some famous songs. On Wednesday, we celebrated National Writing Day. We 
wrote a poem about our names on the laptop as it was also non-pencil day. We are really 
enjoying our topic this term. We have created our own Celtic roundhouses from clay and straw. 
In life skills, we have been learning about the importance of looking after our bodies and talking 
about how to keep healthy. Keep up the hard work Kenya! 
 

Seychelles 
In Seychelles this week, we have had some really amazing lessons. In P.E this week, we 
warmed up with Mozambique and then all took it in turns to play non-stop cricket. We had great 
fun and all managed to hit the ball with the cricket bat. We all took it in turns in our teams to 
field too.   
During our Project lesson we have wrote our names in clay slate using the Celtic language 
ogham. When we started to write our names we noticed that they wrote things according to 
sound, so we wrote our names according to the sound it makes not the spelling.  
In our English lessons, we have learned how to write a report on stuff like a restaurant or our 
favourite objects/places/games. We researched our chosen subject and then using the 
computers wrote a review/report on our findings. We are really enjoyed this, and we cannot 
wait to share our findings with our friends. Whilst using the computers some students helped 
each other showing each other how to use the snipping tool for their work sheets.  
During our food tech lesson this week, we made some chicken pesto pasta. We all had a taste, 
some of us liked it and others not so much; at least we are exploring different textures and 
tastes to find out what we do and do not like. 
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Fiji  
Fiji class have had a very exciting week. We began the week celebrating World Music Day 
2021. The students enjoyed music quizzes, music activities and a dance lesson delivered by 
the Liverpool Dance Company. Later in the week, our class took part in the bike ability session. 
Every single student was amazing, and every student learnt new skills. We also managed to 
get some of the class riding bikes who could not before the session. In Maths, we have 
continued with coordinates, the students have looked at plotting coordinates in different 
quadrants this week using their knowledge of negative numbers. In English, we celebrated 
National Writing Day. The students all wrote a range of stories from a list of popular genres. 
Finally, Fiji Class have ended their week finding out their new classes. I think all of our students 
are happy with their new destinations and staff teams. I will miss each and every one of the 
students in my class, but I am only in the next corridor and am sure I will still be being seeing 
them all lots. Have a wonderful weekend Fiji class! 
 

Cape Verde 
This week has flown by! We have had a lovely week in Cape Verde, thoroughly enjoyed our 
pesto pasta in food tech this week. We are closely watching the euros and our in class 
competition is very healthy. We have enjoyed being warriors in our PE lessons this week 
attending Roman gladiator school with Mr Makin as special guest Roman Soldier. We are 
looking forward to sunnier weather next week so we can enjoy the outdoors.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Australia 
It has been a good week of learning for Class Australia. In Maths, the students have been 
developing their skills in solving word-based problems in both one step and two step forms. 
We also had some great opportunities taking part in bike ability sessions where they were 
developing their cycling skills and outdoor den building sessions. We have worked hard to 
complete our Science coursework booklets ready for accreditation submission.  
 
Samoa 
This week for maths Samoa have been looking at the finding the Median. We are so impressed 
with how easily every pupil has managed to learn the skill set to find the median number.  
We are just as impressed how engaged and how much effort each pupil has put in to their P.E 
lesson. LFC came in and we played a very high energy game of basketball.  
We had a fun morning making dens. Samoa and PNG grouped together to make four fantastic 
dens. This den making session allowed the students to work on their team building and 
communication skills. 
For life skills, we are looking at social media and in particular hoaxes and fake news.  
We made yummy lamb and feta burgers for food tech. Surprisingly, most pupils tried this burger 
and really enjoyed it. What a great success. 
We hope everyone has a lovely weekend! 

Samoa Class Team 🙂 
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New Zealand 
We have continued our project focus on space by looking in a bit more detail at our own solar 
system, on the Orion Arm of the galaxy. Students have been creating their own mnemonic to 
remember the order of each planet from the sun, and we are researching facts about the first 
Moon landing.  
Maths lessons continue to focus on long multiplication, our aim is to ensure every student is 
able to demonstrate their understanding and can lay out their working out accurately. We are 
nearly there! In English, we are re-visiting the structure of a sentence (subject, verb, object) 
and how to use colons and semi-colons accurately. We have finished our study of human 
reproduction in science and next week will spend some time developing our understanding of 
genetics and hereditary. Tuesday afternoon was great fun, with students creating their own 
dens using basic materials for a support structure and tarpaulin for coverings. It was great to 
see some excellent group work and creative solutions to the challenge. Well done everyone! 
 

Tasmania 
This week in Tasmania class, we all enjoyed a fabulous Den Making session with Chris. We 
learnt how to use bamboo sticks, cable ties and tarpaulin to create our own Dens. We tried to 
make them as strong and stable as possible in order to withstand the elements and provide 
the best shelter. A great effort from all who took part! In food technology this week, we prepared 
and made a Stripy Salad. We choose fruits and vegetables from all colours of the rainbow to 
arrange in layers in a plastic cup before pouring over our homemade vinaigrette dressing.  We 
continued our learning from this terms project- Space exploration. We looked closely at the 
planet Venus, did you know that this planet was named after the Greek goddess of love and 
beauty? 
 

Papua New Guinea 
This week in PNG the class have taken part in the following tasks:  
In English, the students have read more of ‘Al Capone does my shirts’ and have analysed 
specific parts of the book in order to identify stylistic features used to describe characters.  In 
ICT, the class have looked at how to book a holiday using different search engines and 
compare differing prices of holidays.   
As well as subject-based lessons, PNG also had the opportunity to improve their survival skills 
by building dens using limited resources. Though students found this challenging they learnt 
the valuable lesson of making sure their dens were waterproof otherwise they would be 
soaked!   
As always, well done PNG for all your hard work this week!  
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Christmas Island and Malawi 
This week in KS5, we have been enjoying time away from the classroom, celebrating and 
saying goodbye to the many students that are leaving us to move on in their journey after 
Abbot’s Lea School. We took our students out to New Brighton to play mini golf. There was 
fierce competition between the students with some incredible shots and some devastating 
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misses. We then treated our students with a meal at MacDonald's to which there were no 
complaints. 
 
We also had the opportunity to record the newly formed key stage band, aptly named 'Banned 
from School', performing Tom Petty's Free Fallin. The students involved showed beautiful 
musicianship and we hope to continue the band after the summer and when restrictions allow, 
begin to perform for live audiences. 
 
It has been a bittersweet week as we say goodbye to many of our students. The students 
leaving us have made a lasting impression on their peers, the staff, and the school itself. We 
wish the very best of luck to our leavers in whatever they are moving forward to do, they will 
be sorely missed, and we hope that they return to visit the school when restrictions allow it. 
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Primary Department 
Jan for the 26 June 

 
Secondary Department 
Joseph for the 26 June 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Page 25 of 29 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Early Years and KS1 

Ireland Jan for excellent mark making and engagement during the World 
Music Day 

Wales Ted for his amazing Maths work this week! 

Nurture Provision 

Spain Reem for being here every day and working hard 

Cape Verde Andy for wonderful self-regulation techniques 

Tasmania Alexander for excellent engagement with Den Building session this week 

Key Stage 2 

Italy Georgina for trying her best to always make good choices 

Portugal Charlie for trying hard all week!  

France Jamal for creating clear instructions for making a grass-head 

Canada Anthony for being very brave   

USA Archie for trying new foods and keeping up with his healthy eating 

Key Stage 3 

Brazil Brogan for always having a positive attitude towards activities 

Peru Achille for always trying his best in every lesson and for asking for 
additional work when he has completed some he has enjoyed 
doing 

Mozambique Abbie for making good choices to help her to self regulate 

Botswana Ethan for working really hard on his national writing day activity and 
writing a good descriptive comedy journey 

Madagascar Owen for always trying his best in all lessons 

Kenya Oscar for being so informative and keeping the class up to date with 
the news and Euro2020 

Seychelles Lewis for volunteering to read out in class 

Fiji Jacob G for trying his best to follow our golden rules and has worked 
hard in all lessons this week. Well done, Jacob... keep up the 
hard work!! 

Key Stage 4 

Australia William for being a fantastic member of Abbots Lea. We wish you well 
in your next steps 

PNG Jack for doing well in his speaking and listening exam despite 
feeling panicked and anxious 

Samoa Anthony for getting involved during P.E  

New Zealand Kai Kai has made a real effort to remain focused on learning tasks 
in the lesson and the effort is really paying dividends! Well 
done, Kai 

Key Stage 5 

Malawi Siraj for an amazing performance on the mini golf course, putting 
in some incredible shots and demonstrating great focus and 
sportsmanship  

Christmas 
Island 

Chloe for facing her fears and putting others in her class ahead of 
herself  

 
 
 
 

Students of the Week 36 
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Week 36 in pictures 

 

Social Media Challenge ‘Momo’ 
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