
 

 

 

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Week 3 
 
 

Message from the Headteacher 

 

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 
 

 

We have now completed Week 3 of this school year and the second week 
of students’ learning. 

We, the staff, are learning too; new students joining us this year, new 
colleagues adding their expertise to the team, new curriculum in many of 
the subjects and areas of learning, as well as new therapeutic 
approaches are certainly keeping us on our toes! 

We also had a visit from the DfE-commissioned team of experts in SEND 
and school leadership, who conducted an SEND Review this week. 
Whilst we await their formal report, I am proud to say that they have found 
our students’ learning purposeful, students’ behaviour support effective, 
the range of opportunities on offer for students of all ages exemplary and 
the learning environment superb.  

As ever, we crave developmental feedback and so, we have asked for 
recommendations as to how we can make things even better and as soon 
as we have this shared with us, we will consider how it fits with the current 
School Development Plan 2022-24 and its priorities.  

As you know, the school will be closed on Monday, 19 September 2022, 
to allow our country to witness the State Funeral of the late Queen 
Elizabeth II – our assemblies today gave rise to many respectful 
reflections on Her Majesty’s reign and I know that many of us will 
appreciate an opportunity to pay our respects on Monday.   

I wish you all a good long weekend and I look forward to seeing you all 
on Tuesday, 20 September 2022 for Week 4 of learning. 

With kindest regards 
 

Mrs A Hildrey 

Headteacher 
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I have always practised an ‘open door’ policy and so I really encourage you to take advantage of this – 

please contact me whenever issues arise – and whilst I have had to put a temporary stop to my open 

invitation for you to just come in to say ‘hello’, I continue to welcome direct communication via my personal 

email address: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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Key Diary Dates 
 
 
 

School Year Calendar 

 

Term Dates for School Year 2022-23 (next academic year) – Term dates 2022-23 
 
 

 
 

Term 1 
1 – 2 September – INSET 
5 September – students return 
Ends: 21 October 2022 at 3pm 
Half term: Monday 24 to Friday 28 October 

 

Term 2 
31 October – students return 
Ends: 21 December 2022 at 1:30pm 
Christmas break: Thursday 22 December to Tuesday 3 January 2023 

 

Term 3 
4 January – students return 
Ends: 10 February 2023 at 3pm 
Half term: Monday 13 to Friday 17 February 2023 

 

Term 4 
20 February – students start 
Ends: Friday 31 March 2023at 1:30pm 
Easter break: Monday 3 to Friday 14 April 2023 

 

Term 5 

17 April – students return 
May day: Monday 1 May 
Ends: Friday, 26 May 2023 at 3pm 
Half term: Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 2023 

 

Term 6 
5 June – students return 
30 June – School Leavers’ Date 
7 July – Transition INSET 
10-14 Transition Week 
Ends: 14 July 2023 at 1:30pm 
17-18 July – INSET (worked in lieu as twilights throughout the year) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Join the discussion and share your family moments with our teams 

Facebook: Abbot’s Lea School 

Twitter: @abbotsleaschool 

E-mail: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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Key Diary Dates for Term 1 (1.9.22-21.10.22) 

Date Activity Notes 

Monday 19 
September 2022 

SCHOOL CLOSED – ROYAL STATE FUNERAL 

Tuesday, 20 
September – 
Monday 26 
September 

Application window for our 
Student Council and Young 
Student Leaders Club 

Our student voice is split in two groups this year: 

 Young Student Leaders’ Club for Primary Department 

 Student Council for Secondary Department 
All students can apply by filling in the application form that their 
teacher will share with them (available in alternative formats if 
needed) 

Wednesday 21 
September 

Photographs taken of students 
who were absent on 12 or 13 
September 

Our photographer works with us every year and has a high 
level of knowledge in the field of Autism 

Friday 23 
September  

Weekly open assemblies and 
coffee morning 
 
Assembly times: 
9.10 – 9.30 – KS4 and 5 
9.35 – 9.55 – Primary 
10.00 – 10.20 – KS3 
 
Coffee morning: 
9.30 – 11am 
 
Head’s Weekly Newsletter 
published on our website and 
shared via Parentmail and FB 
page 

We encourage families to attend where they are able. If there 
is any topic you would like to hear about or contribute to during 
the coffee mornings, please advise Dr Sara Mursic at 
Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Monday 26 
September 

European Languages Day 
Students will enjoy a range of activities in their classrooms 
and there will be an opportunity to taste test a range of 
European foods.  

Friday 30 
September  

Weekly open assemblies and 
coffee morning 
 
Assembly times: 
9.10 – 9.30 – KS4 and 5 
9.35 – 9.55 – Primary 
10.00 – 10.20 – KS3 
 
Coffee morning: 
9.30 – 11am 
 
Head’s Weekly Newsletter 
published on our website and 
shared via Parentmail and FB page 

We encourage families to attend where they are able. If 
there is any topic you would like to hear about or contribute 
to during the coffee mornings, please advise Dr Sara Mursic 
at Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Friday 30 
September 

Student Council elections 

The Secondary Department will elect their representatives 
for the Student Council (while Primary Department 
applications automatically join our Young Student Leaders’ 
Club) 

Tuesday 4 
October 

Online training (Zoom) 
Working with and for families (Dr 
Sara Muršić) 

Online event (Zoom) 
Find out about our support and events offer this year. 
Information is available on our Facebook, Twitter and 
Webpage. 
Two sessions will be delivered: 

 12 pm (lunchtime) 

 6pm (after school) 

Thursday 6 National Poetry Day (Class Choice) Students will enjoy a range of activities in their classrooms 

https://www.facebook.com/AbbotsLeaSchool
https://twitter.com/AbbotsLeaSchool
mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
mailto:Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


Join the discussion and share your family moments with our teams 

Facebook: Abbot’s Lea School 

Twitter: @abbotsleaschool 

E-mail: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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October 

Friday 7 October  

Weekly open assemblies and 
coffee morning 
 
Assembly times: 
9.10 – 9.30 – KS4 and 5 
9.35 – 9.55 – Primary 
10.00 – 10.20 – KS3 
 
Coffee morning: 
9.30 – 11am 

We encourage families to attend where they are able. If 
there is any topic you would like to hear about or contribute 
to during the coffee mornings, please advise Dr Sara Mursic 
at Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Friday 7 October 
World Dyslexia Awareness Day 
(Class Choice) 

Students will enjoy a range of activities in their classrooms 

Monday 10 
October 

World Mental Health Day (Class 
Choice) 

Students will enjoy a range of activities in their classrooms 

Friday 14 October  

Weekly open assemblies and 
coffee morning 
 
Assembly times: 
9.10 – 9.30 – KS4 and 5 
9.35 – 9.55 – Primary 
10.00 – 10.20 – KS3 
 
Coffee morning: 
9.30 – 11am 

We encourage families to attend where they are able. If 
there is any topic you would like to hear about or contribute 
to during the coffee mornings, please advise Dr Sara Mursic 
at Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Monday 17 
October 

World Food Day (Whole School) Students will enjoy a range of activities in their classrooms 

Tuesday 18 
October 

Discussion with an expert – Dr 
Anna Mariguddi: Music in 
Education  
Online (Zoom) 
3.00 – 4.00pm 

Online event – Zoom 
Discussion about the impact music has on creativity and 
development of students 
Information is available on our Facebook, Twitter and 
Webpage. 

Friday 21 October  
No assemblies 
No coffee morning 

 

Friday 21 October 
Sharing of Term 1’s Learning 
Journey 

Each term, your child’s teacher will share with you their 
learning journey via email. 

Friday, 21 October  School closes for October break after students leave at 3pm 
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P a g e | 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters Home: 

 

All group communications sent home can be found on our website: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/parent-information/ 

All information will be sent via Parentmail. If you have not yet opened an account on Parentmail, 

please contact our office for details: reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

 

Welcome to school 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Welcome-to-school-year-2022-23- 

31-August-2022.pdf 

Transport and Uniform Update 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Transport-and-uniform-update- 

7.9.2022-1.pdf 

 

 

 

Key Diary Dates 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/KDD-letter-for-families-7.9.2022- 

1.pdf 

Head Student – for students 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Head-Student-2022-23.pdf 

Head Student – for families 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Families-Head-Student-information- 

2022-23.pdf 

https://www.facebook.com/AbbotsLeaSchool
https://twitter.com/AbbotsLeaSchool
mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/parent-information/
mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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Our social media accounts: 

 

Website: 

www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/AbbotsLeaSchool 
 

Twitter: 

Official whole school: @AbbotsLeaSchool 

Early Years and Key Stage 1: @ALS_EYKS1 

Key Stage 2: @ALS_KS2 

Key Stage 3: @ALS_KS3 

Key Stage 4: @ALS_KS4 

Key Stage 5: @ALS_KS5 

Headteacher: @HeadteacherALS 

Deputy Headteacher: @DeputyALS 

Head of Care and Safeguarding: @ALS_care 

Head of Autism Research and Development: @ALS_AutismRandD 

Head of HR: @HeadfHRALS 

Head of Finance and Operations: @HFO_ALS 

https://www.facebook.com/AbbotsLeaSchool
https://twitter.com/AbbotsLeaSchool
mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/AbbotsLeaSchool


 

  Next Week’s Menu  

Next Week’s Menu 

 

 

 

Please, inform the school about any known allergies or dietary requirements for your child. 

You can do that by sharing information with the class team or by calling the school office. Thank you 
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  Class News  

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly. 

Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps 

available on our website (access here). 
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Student of the Week 

 

 

Class  Student  Reason why  

Key Stage 1    

Ireland  Clodagh For trying school lunch for the first time! 

Wales  Barnaby For superb listening and participation in adult-led activities. Keep it up 
Barnaby! 

Key Stage 2    

Canada  Louie For amazing research and work throughout the week. 

Italy  Jan For incredible drawing. 

Portugal  
Alfie 

For being a very caring and kind friend and an excellent teacher helper by 
helping tidy up after activities. 

France  

Bobby 
For settling into his new school well and trying really hard to follow the golden 
rules. 

Spain  
Thor 

For fantastic emotional regulation, learning how to share with his friends and 
completing all of his activities! 

USA Oscar For having a good attitude to work. 

Key Stage 3    

Brazil  Isabella For transitioning well in Brazil class. 

Peru  

Jakob For having a really good attitude and working independently! 

Mozambique Imam For having a fantastic week and being very helpful in class, especially in Food 
Technology. 

Botswana  Owen For dealing with a difficult incident very well. 

Madagascar  Georgina For being resilient during a difficult time. 

Kenya  Joseph For going above and beyond with work and persevering with challenging 
Maths.   

Seychelles  Kaiyeem For coming to school with a big smile and always being positive with each 
student in the class. 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/curriculum-areas/


  Class News  

For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly. 

Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps 

available on our website (access here). 
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Cape Verde  Alex For trying hard during lessons and always being respectful. 

Key Stage 4    

Australia  Charlie For giving 100% effort to all tasks, no matter how big or small. 

Tasmania Mason For showing dedication in completing all work set and always tries his best. 

Samoa  Levi For being a great example to the other students by always following the 
school’s golden rules. 

New 
Zealand  

Cyrus For his hard work all week, including helping others in the class and setting a 
good example with our visitors on Tuesday. 

Key Stage 5    

Malawi  Mya For great effort in accredited learning and amazing perseverance throughout 
the whole week!!   

Christmas 
Island  

Flynn For always being a positive influence on peers and teachers, putting 100% 
effort into every task and always being kind and polite. 

Fiji  
Kyle 

For being here, every day. Kyle comes into class each morning and settles in 
perfectly. 

PNG  Alexander For making a fabulous start to the new school year and welcoming new 
members of staff brilliantly. 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/curriculum-areas/
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For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly. 

Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps 

available on our website (access here). 
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Early Years and Key Stage 1 

Ireland class 

Ireland class have had a busy week! They have enjoyed using the trikes and bikes outside, learning our 
new rhyme of the week, practising their writing skills by tracing their names and we have loved exploring 
different messy play trays linked with the Roald Dahl book ‘Revolting things to touch and feel’.  

Wales class 
 
This week Wales Class have been focusing on mark-making and the pupils have been impressing us with 
their first marks. They have enjoyed squiggling with crayons, felts and paints and some even made use of 
the interactive board to showcase their marks too! As part of our 'All About Me' theme the pupils explored 
printing with their hands and we are looking forward to seeing their handprints on display next week. On 
Thursday they were busy crafting and made flags in preparation for Friday's special celebration assembly 
in memory of the late Queen. Similarly to last week the pupils have heard and hummed, sang or danced 
along to lots of nursery rhymes with 'Incy Wincy Spider' being a firm favourite for some. Thank you for a 
lovely week Wales Class! Enjoy the long weekend and we will see you again on Tuesday! Wales Class 
Team.   

 
Wales Class Team. 
 

 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/curriculum-areas/
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Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps 

available on our website (access here). 
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Key Stage 2 

Canada class 

What a busy week this week in Canada class, Canada class have had LFC in supporting them during P.E, 
we have also been learning about Roald Dahl on the anniversary of his birthday and also Queen Elizabeth 
researching her residences and learning lots of different facts about them following her death. During food 
tech we made some Banana and choc chips cookies.   

Portugal class 

Portugal Class have had a fantastic week! We really enjoyed Roald Dahl Day and exploring different 
textures and guessing what they were. In English, we have been learning lots about where Queen 
Elizabeth II lived by reading ‘The Queen's Hat' and identifying famous London landmarks. We have 
worked so hard in Phonics and Maths and engaged really well exploring different types of mammals in 
science! It's been a great week, well done Portugal Class! 

France class 

"France class have had another great week.  In English, we have been thinking about the Queen and 
reading 'Paddington goes to the Palace'.  We have had lots of discussions around the book and enjoyed 
watching the clip of Paddington meeting the Queen which was recorded for her Platinum Jubilee.  We had 
a lovely craft morning, practicing our fine motor skills designing and adding gems to crowns for King 
Charles III and have made lots of Union Jack flags.   

On Thursday afternoon, we had a special delivery from Paddington Bear, he left us a tea party to 
celebrate the life of the queen.  We enjoyed some jam and marmalade sandwiches with some cake and 
Juice. Some of us tried some decaffeinated tea. 

Keep up the hard work France class! 

Spain class 

In Spain Class this week we have been learning all about the author Roald Dahl, our class book was 'The 
Enormous Crocodile' Spain Class have loved exploring our Roald Dahl tuff trays centred around 'James 
and the giant peach' and 'Mr Twit' with a spaghetti beard! Well done Spain Class! 

Italy class 

This week Italy class have enjoyed learning all about Roald Dahl. We wrote our own stories inspired by 
James and the giant peach. Created an enormous crocodile in Art, using different textures. Made our own 
chocolates using edible chocolate play doh. We have enjoyed Yoga where we pretended to be sharks, 
worms and butterflies. Overall a fantastic week in Italy Class.  

USA class 

 
This week we USA enjoyed making biscuits in food technology, learning different animals in French, and 
using the iPad's to make a picture relating to facts about the Queen Elizabeth II. 

 
 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/curriculum-areas/
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Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps 

available on our website (access here). 
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Key Stage 3 

Mozambique class 

This week Mozambique class have worked very hard in all subjects. We celebrated Roald Dahl Day on 
Tuesday, In Food Technology we made cupcakes, In French we discussed and learnt how to say various 
shopping items, including vegetables. We celebrated the Queen and presented in assembly about the 
Queen and her family. Have a great weekend! 

Cape Verde class 

It was Roald Dahl day this week so in light of this day, Cape Verde created their own bars of chocolate, 
with toppings and fillings of their choice, such as strawberries, raspberries, raisins, chocolate chips and 
marshmallows. They also answered comprehension questions about Roald Dahl’s life, from what they had 
learnt whilst reading an article about him. Furthermore, Cape Verde also made cupcakes in food 
technology and decorated them with butter icing and icing pens. In Science, Cape Verde are leaning 
about the solar system and learnt about the science of why we experience day and night. In Physical 
Education, we continued to complete circuits, in groups, pupils all chose their own exercises to contribute 
to the circuit. 

Madagascar class 

Madagascar class have been continuing to read the diary of Samuel Pepys in English. We used our 
senses to describe what life would have been like during the Great Fire of London. In Maths we used our 
knowledge of place value to partition numbers to 100 and 1000. On Tuesday we celebrated Roald Dahl 
day in class and we found out why we celebrate this day. Well done Madagascar for another great week 
in school. 

Kenya class 

This week Kenya class has completed the following activities: 

For English, we have continued to identify features of instructions. In Maths, the class have established 
different measurements of time such as weeks, months and years. In Science the students looked at 
theories relating to the shape of the Earth. And finally, on Tuesday, we celebrated the legacy of Roald 
Dahl by researching interesting facts and creating a fact file about him. 

As always, well done Kenya for all your hard work! 

Seychelles class 

Seychelles has enjoyed creating marvelous Medicine creations for our Roald Dahl day. Also, we have 
developed our knowledge on Hindu, causing great discussions about the values of the stories. 

Brazil class 

The class have been busy with activities this week, and are currently working on a Commonwealth 

tribute to Queen Elizabeth II. They celebrated Roald Dahl Day by making chocolate and creating 

collages. 

Peru Class 

This week in Peru class we have really enjoyed sensory activities based on Roald Dahl revolting 

rhymes, to celebrate Roald Dahl Day. Peru class have taken a huge interest in The Iron Man story 

book, they have designed their own Iron Man by using lots of descriptive language. 

 

 

 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/curriculum-areas/
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available on our website (access here). 
P a g e | 14 

 

 

Botswana class 

This week in Botswana class we have continued to do work on the Ancient Greeks and continuing to read 
Private Peaceful. Some of our class have also started Warhammer Club. they have made their figures 
and have started to paint them. 
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Key Stage 4 

Australia class 

This week the students thoroughly enjoyed exploring the life of Roald Dahl from his early years to writing 
a host children’s books. The students also took an interest into the work of illustrator, Quentin Blake whilst 
attempting their own illustrations. 

New Zealand class 

Worked excellently during Roald Dahl day and massive well done for being very polite to our visitors on 
Tuesday. 

Tasmania class 

Tasmania has continued to work hard in all of our lessons this week. In English, we introduced 19th 
century poetry. We studied I Wander’d Lonely as a Cloud by William Wordsworth and discussed the mood 
throughout the poem. We learned new vocabulary from the poem and different synonyms for ‘happy’. We 
continued to practice and consolidate on the correct use of punctuation in sentences as part of our starter 
activity for English. On Ronald Dahl day, we read a few short extracts from his books and drew an 
illustration based on the description of our chosen paragraph. We did cross words puzzles and quizzes 
about Ronald Dahl’s fact. We re-designed a book cover for one of our favourite books and made a 
PowerPoint presentation about Ronald Dahl.  

In Maths, we learned about linear and non-linear sequences and continued solving different types of 
sequence problems. We revised on decimal addition and subtraction in order to find out the next term in 
linear sequences which involve decimal numbers. 

In PE, we played hula hoop tic tac toe with Samoa class. It was fun and competitive. In Science we 
recapped on the structure of animal and plant cell, the function of each structure and spotted mistakes in 
diagrams that were incorrectly labelled. In ICT we practiced the use of Google map and Microsoft Word. 
During intervention time we read Billionaire Boy by David Walliams.  

Samoa class 

This week in Samoa class we have spent time discussing the recent news of The Queens passing and 
how it made us all feel.  

In Food Technology, our lesson focused on food hygiene and in particular we concentrated on the correct 
way to store and prepare food, looking at the different diseases that can be spread by poor hygiene in the 
kitchen.  

As Tuesday was Roald Dahl day, the students had a great time researching the famous author and 
created very interesting PowerPoints with lots of facts and images of his life and and his books. The 
students also looked at Roald Dahls illustrator, Quentin Blake. We looked at his interesting style of art 
work and how he creates the famous characters from the books. The students then spent some time 
creating their own piece of art in Blake’s style and we had some fantastic results - well done everyone!!  

Have a lovely weekend.

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/curriculum-areas/
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Key Stage 5 

Malawi class 

It has been a great week for Malawi class, we have had a busy learning week!! In Maths this week we 
have focused on negative numbers, ordering and completing sums with negative numbers in them. We 
enjoyed celebrating Roald Dahl day on Tuesday, we completed a range of activities looking at a variety of 
Roald Dahl's amazing books!! In English, we have looked at fact and opinion whilst also continuing to read 
our class book Survivor. In science this week, we have focused on the body systems and the muscles and 
organs. In food technology we made a tasty spaghetti Bolognese.  

Overall, this week has been a great week for Malawi class. Well done to all students, have a great 
weekend!!  

Fiji class 

This week we made PowerPoints about Roald Dahl’s life and works, with some students presenting their 
work to the class. We’ve worked on punctuation and capital letters in English. In Maths, we have worked 
on odd and even numbers. Fiji class are making Spaghetti Bolognese for Food Tech. 

Christmas Island class 

Christmas Islands class has had a jam packed week this week. We have focused on adding and 
subtracting negative numbers in maths in “real life” contexts such as banking, sea level and temperature. 
In English we looked at factual information relating to the heatwave, extracting information from the text to 
answer questions and taking turns to read out loud In front of our classmates. In food tech we explored 
Italian cuisine by making an all-time classic, spaghetti Bolognese! We explored different jobs in the church 
in religion lessons. 

 In employability, Christmas Islands class discussed different sectors of employment and what jobs can be 
found in each area of work. They discussed what tasks and responsibilities are found in each sector and 
presented this information to the rest of the class. In accredited learning lessons the class continued on 
with their chosen subject, in Geography students used Google maps to explore the cities in the UK and 
labelled them on the map. The class then created great PowerPoints exploring 3 landmarks in their very 
own city of Liverpool!  

In design technology we designed our bird feeders and the students worked very hard in PE doing circuit 
training. The students also submitted their applications for head student, we wish all key stage 5 students 
the best of luck! We also had some special activities this week, we explored the life and work of Roald 
Dahl and also explored the historical impact of the Queen in the wake of her death. In Science we 
explored the structure and function of the heart.  

Papua New Guinea class 

 
Week 2 in PNG has been fantastic. We have done some great work to celebrate Roald Dahl. We have 

made some characters out of clay. We also made our own Marvelous Medicine.  

 

Our work on the solar system and understanding of how we get from night to day has proved really 

interesting. 

 

We feel like we really are in the full swing of things this academic year. Well done to everyone.
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Human Resources 

 

September is always the time when we welcome new members of the team, and come together as 

one to work for the benefit of our students and to celebrate all the wonderful personal news - from 

new marriages, to babies, pets, and new homes or travel experiences. 

Possibly one of the most exciting developments at Abbot’s Lea School this summer was the coming 

together of a brand-new team of specialists – our Positive Behaviour Support Team (or PBS for short). 

Let by Ms. Welch, our PBS Leader, we welcome a team of six PBS Assistants, with some familiar 

faces and others new to the school. All bring in a wealth of experience in the field, and a passion for 

support students with most complex needs. 

The brief for the team is to work to improve school attendance and engagement and class-based 

learning, whilst also helping us better understand our students’ needs and meet those in our daily 

work. 
 

Claire Welch 
Positive Behaviour Support 

Leader 

 

Jackie Coysh 
PBS Assistant 

Mari Owen 
PBS Assistant 

Leah 
Palombella 

PBS Assistant 

Jonathan Plant 
PBS Assistant 

Liam Vipond 
PBS Assistant 

Kelley Weadock 
PBS Assistant 

 
 

PBS team is based in our new Support Hub and joins our existing Multi-Disciplinary Team of care, 

safeguarding and therapeutic specialists. 

I am sure you will join me in warmly welcoming them all to our Abbot’s Lea family
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For your diariesL Academic Year 2023-24 

Term 1 

 Staff INSET days: 
 Friday 1 September 2023 – INSET 1 – school closed to all students 
 Monday, 4 September 2023 – INSET 2 – school closed to all students 
 Tuesday, 5 September 2023 – INSET 3 – school closed to all students 

 Students’ start: Wednesday, 6 September 2023 

 End: Friday, 27 October 2023, at 3pm 

 Half term: Monday 30 October 2023 to Friday 3 November 2023 

Term 2 

 Start: Monday, 6 November 2023 

 End: Friday, 22 December 2023, at 1pm 

 Christmas break: Monday 25 December 2023 to Friday 5 January 2024 

Term 3 

 Start: 8 January 2024 

 End: Friday 9 February 2024, at 3pm 

 Half term: Monday 12 February 2024 to Friday 16 February 2024 

Term 4 

 Starts: Monday 19 February 2024 

 Ends: Thursday 28 March 2024, at 1pm 

 Easter break: Friday 29 March 2024 (bank holiday) to Friday 12 April 2024 

Term 5 

 Start: Monday 15 April 2024 

 May day: Monday 6 May 2024 

 End: Friday, 24 May 2024 at 3pm 

 Half term: Monday 27 May 2024 to Friday 31 May 2024 

Term 6 

 Start: Monday, 3 June 2024 

 Leavers’ Last Day: Friday, 28 June 2024, at 1pm 

 Staff INSET day 4: Friday, 12 July 2024 – school closed to all students 

 Transition Week: 15 July 2024 – 19 July 2024 - Students (existing and new) learn in their next year’s classes 

 End: Friday, 19 July 2024 at 1pm 
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