
 

 

 

Headôs Weekly Newsletter 

Week 24 

I have always practised an óopen doorô policy and so I really encourage you to take advantage of this ï 

please contact me whenever issues arise ï and whilst I have had to put a temporary stop to my open 

invitation for you to just come in to say óhelloô, I continue to welcome direct communication via my personal 

email address: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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Message from the Headteacher  
 

 

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends 

 

Welcome to todayôs issue of the Headôs Weekly Newsletter. 

What a brilliant week we have had here at Abbotôs Lea School! Ranging from last 

Fridayôs Primary Department Art Exhibition, to todayôs Secondary one, via the 

World Book Day!!! It was colorful, creative and vibrant, with ideas and costumes 

galore! 

Thank you to all of the staff for organising a great week of learning opportunities 

and well done to all of the students for engaging so beautifully. 

In the leadership world, Tuesday was, of course, a second interruption to that 

learning due to teachersô strike action and its impact on the operation of our school. 

On behalf of the whole team of staff, I apologise for the inconvenience that the strike 

action has caused to your childrenôs learning and I want to reassure you that the 

teams have been working hard to catch up on any lost content. Sadly, unless a 

solution presents itself soon, we anticipate the need to close the school again on 

15 and 16 March 2023 when two more strike days have been announced.  

Like many special school leaders I read, with bated breath, yesterdayôs publication 

of the new SEND and Alternative Provision Improvement Plan, published by the 

central government.  

Announcement of the need for local sufficiency of places, additional funding and a 

greater coordination is welcome in general, but the detail is missing and the timeline 

too long to make a real difference within a foreseeable future. That said, I look 

forward to learning more and keeping you updated, as the professional community 

makes sense of the proposals.  

You can read them here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-

alternative-provision-improvement-plan and, as ever, I would welcome your 

thoughts, so please email me on: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk  

For now, we are ready to welcome the weekend ï the sun is shining, the daffodils 

are blooming and there is a feel of the new season ï the spring - in the air! Lovely! 

With kindest regards 

Mrs A Hildrey 

Headteacher 
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Key Diary Dates 

 
Key Diary Dates 

School Year Calendar  
 

Term Dates for next academic year: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Term-dates-2023-24.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Term 4 
20 February ï students start 
Ends: Friday 31 March 2023at 1pm 
Easter break: Monday 3 to Friday 14 April 2023 
 
Term 5 
17 April ï students return 
May day: Monday 1 May 
Ends: Friday, 26 May 2023 at 3pm 
Half term: Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 2023 
 
Term 6 
5 June ï students return 
30 June ï School Leaversô Date 
7 July ï Transition INSET 
10-14 Transition Week 
Ends: 14 July 2023 at 1pm 
17-18 July ï INSET (worked in lieu as twilights throughout the year) 
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Key Diary Dates 

Key Diary Dates for Term 4 (20.02.2023 - 31.03 .2023 ) 
Date Activity Notes 

Monday 6 March National Careers Week Students will be completing a range of 

linked activities in class. There will also be 

visits from employees such as the 

emergency services. 

Monday 6 March KS4 and 5 Mock Maths 

exam 

This will take place in the Hall 

Tuesday 7 March KS4 and 5 Mock 

English exam 

This will take place in the Hall 

Wednesday 8 

March 

KS4 and 5 Mock ICT 

exam 

This will take place in the Hall 

Wednesday 8 

March 

Open Evening for 

parents of students who 

are Year 11 and above 

This will take place on site 3.30-5pm. A 

letter with further information will be sent 

nearer the time. 

Friday 10 March Weekly open 

assemblies led by Mrs 

Tobin (Deputy 

Headteacher) and 

coffee morning 

Assembly times: 

9.30 - 10 KS4 and 5 
10.05 ï 10.35 ï Primary 
10.40 ï 11.10 ï KS3 
Coffee morning: 

9.30 ï 11am 

We encourage families to attend where 

they are able. If there is any topic you 

would like to hear about or contribute to 

during the coffee mornings, please advise 

Dr Sara Mursic at 

Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Tuesday 14 March Family training ï 

Understanding 

Behaviour  

Applications are completed. Participants 

will receive an email with more detail. 

Wednesday 15 

March 

Diversity in Science day To celebrate British Science Week, 

classes will be learning about how 

developments in science have been 

possible due to the work of amazing 

people ï some well-known and some less 

so well-known. 

Friday 17 March Global Recycling Day 

(Class Choice) / 

Mothering Sunday 

(Class Choice) /  Comic 

Relief Own Clothes Day  

Own clothes day. Please feel free to make 

a voluntary contribution of around £1. 

Funds raised will be split between Comic 

Relief and a charity, which will be chosen 

by students 

mailto:Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk
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 Weekly open 

assemblies led by  

Mrs Tobin (Deputy 

Headteacher) 

 

9.30 ï 10.00 KS4 and 5 
 
10.05 ï 10.35 ï Primary 
10.40 ï 11.10 ï KS3 
Coffee morning: 

9.30 ï 11am 

We encourage families to attend where 

they are able. If there is any topic you would 

like to hear about or contribute to during the 

coffee mornings, please advise Dr Sara 

Mursic at 

Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Monday 20 March World oral health day Classes will complete activities in class to 
learn about the importance of good dental 
hygiene 

Friday 24 March Weekly open 

assemblies led by Mrs 

Tobin (Deputy 

Headteacher) and 

coffee morning 

Assembly times: 

9.30 - 10 KS4 and 5 
10.05 ï 10.35 ï Primary 
10.40 ï 11.10 ï KS3 
Coffee morning: 
9.30 ï 11am 

We encourage families to attend where 

they are able. If there is any topic you would 

like to hear about or contribute to during the 

coffee mornings, please advise Dr Sara 

Mursic at 

Sara.Mursic@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Thursday 30 

March 

Drop everything and 

read day 

There will be challenges for students as 

well as an opportunity for the older students 

to come and read stories to our younger 

students 

Friday 31 March Easter celebrations and 

Spring activities 

The outdoor learning group will lead our 

Easter Egg hunt where all students will 

receive an Easter Egg! 

Friday 31 March Last day of school for 

students 

School closes at 1pm for the February half 

term break and opens again on Monday 20 

February 
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Key Diary Dates 

National Careers Week 6 ï 10 March 

 

Students will be completing a range of linked activities in class. There will also be visits from 

employees such as the emergency services. 

 

Assemblies    

Assemblies are facilitated by Mrs Tobin (Deputy Headteacher.) However, each week a different 

person or class will lead the assembly. When your childôs class leads the assembly, their teacher 

will contact you in advance to let you know. 

Weekly Attendance Reports 

There is clear evidence that strong attendance at school links to strong educational outcomes for 

students. Mrs Hildrey set out in her letter last week the processes regarding student attendance.  

Each Friday you will be sent your childôs attendance data so that you can support the school in 

ensuring it remains as close to 100% as possible. 

Student Progress Reports 

You will have received a mid-term progress report and you will receive an end of year report (5 

July 2023) for you child.  

The reports summarise progress in all areas of the curriculum as well as providing a summary of 

the qualities your child displays at school. 

If you have any questions on comments related to your childôs progress at school, please contact 

Mrs Tobin on deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk



 

 

Next Weekôs Menu 

Please, inform the school about any known allergies or dietary requirements for your child.  

You can do that by sharing information with the class team or by calling the school office. Thank you 
P a g e | 6 

  

 



 

 

For more information on your childôs progress, contact the class team directly.  

Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps 

available on our website (access here).  
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