
 

 

 

Head’s Weekly Newsletter 

Week 33 

I have always practised an ‘open door’ policy and so I really encourage you to take advantage of this – 

please contact me whenever issues arise – and whilst I have had to put a temporary stop to my open 

invitation for you to just come in to say ‘hello’, I continue to welcome direct communication via my personal 

email address: headteacher@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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Message from the Headteacher 
 

 

Dear Students, Families, Colleagues and Friends, 

Welcome to today’s issue of the Head’s Weekly Newsletter. 

What an amazing week we have had! Our Outdoor Learning Week has been a 

blast and I am sure you will love seeing all of the photos in our “Week in 

Pictures” section. We had den building, fire-starting, hide’n’seek, wild flower 

planting, grounds spring clean and much more! The students were exceptional 

and, as we were lucky with the weather, we really enjoyed the great outdoors. 

For some students, this made a much-needed break from the exam 

preparation and sitting the exams. The House was hosting a number of exams 

this week and I want to thank all students for their efforts, but also their 

outstanding conduct whilst under highly regulated and controlled environment. 

I am certain you will do very well in all of the exams and thrive at your next 

phase of learning and personal development! 

 

With just one more week of Term 5 remaining, I wish you all a good weekend 

and I look forward to seeing you next Monday, with Friday, 26 May 2023 3pm 

finish. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs A Hildrey 

Headteacher 
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School Year Calendar 
 

Term Dates for next academic year: 

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Term-dates-2023-24.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Term 5 
Ends: Friday, 26 May 2023 at 3pm 
Half term: Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 2023 
 
Term 6 
5 June – students return 
30 June – School Leavers’ Date 
7 July – Transition INSET 
10-14 Transition Week 
Ends: 14 July 2023 at 1pm 
17-18 July – INSET (worked in lieu as twilights throughout the year) 
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Key Diary Dates 

 
Key Diary Dates 

Key Diary Dates for Term 5 
Date Activity Notes 

Monday 22 May Great British Sandwich 
Week 

Students will be learning about the history of the 
sandwich, as well as making their own yummy 
creations! 
 

Tuesday 23 May Autism Research Cafe 3-4pm (online via Zoom) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82306096671   
 
In this session, we will discuss benefits of visual 
literacy, comic books and graphic novels for 
autistic minds. Join us to learn more about the 
natural connection of visual learners and 
comics.  

Wednesday 24 
May 

Diversity in: History 
 
 
Canada and Peru visit 
Central Library and have 
lunch and McDonalds 

Students will learn about aspects of history and 
which amazing figures were behind some of our 
well-known historical events. 

Friday 26 May No assembly 
 

No assembly or coffee morning 

Friday 26 May Own Clothes Day 
 

Students may wear their own clothes should 
they wish. We ask in return for a donation of 
chocolate for our Summer Fair on 1 July 2023 
 

Friday 26 May  School closes at 3pm  

 

Assemblies    

Assemblies are facilitated by Mrs Tobin (Deputy Headteacher.) However, each week a 

different person or class will lead the assembly. When your child’s class leads the assembly, 

their teacher will contact you in advance to let you know. 

Weekly Attendance Reports 

There is clear evidence that strong attendance at school links to strong educational outcomes 

for students. Mrs Hildrey set out in her letter last week the processes regarding student 

attendance.  Each Friday you will be sent your child’s attendance data so that you can support 

the school in ensuring it remains as close to 100% as possible. 

Student Progress Reports 

You will have received a mid-term progress report and you will receive an end of year report (5 

July 2023) for your child.  

The reports summarise progress in all areas of the curriculum as well as providing a summary of 

the qualities your child displays at school. 

If you have any questions on comments related to your child’s progress at school, please contact 

Mrs Tobin on deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82306096671
mailto:deputy@abbotsleaschool.co.uk


 

 

Next Week’s Menu 

Please, inform the school about any known allergies or dietary requirements for your child.  

You can do that by sharing information with the class team or by calling the school office. Thank you 
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For more information on your child’s progress, contact the class team directly.  

Our Key Stage Leaders and Mrs Tobin can tell you more about our curriculum, with all subject maps 

available on our website (access here).  
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 Our practice has been featured in Education for Everybody!  

http://www.abbotsleaschool.co.uk/curriculum-areas/


 

 

Student of the Week 
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Student of the Week 

Class  Student  Reason why  

Key Stage 1 

Ireland  Rio  For amazing art work this week! 

Wales  Jacob For being happy, confident and independent in the swimming pool. 

Key Stage 2 

Canada  Tyler For working hard to use his CHATTA board every day. Well done 

Tyler! 

Italy  Charlie For following instructions and improving transitions to class. 

Portugal  Joel For amazing engagement in out Gruffalo lessons. 

France  Thor For outstanding reading and working extremely hard with his 

phonics. 

Spain  Ansel For always being helpful in class. 

USA Jamie For cheering his friends on during swimming even though he 

couldn't take part. 

Key Stage 3 

Brazil  JayJay For showing staff he can be independent and still make sensible 

choices and always working hard in every lesson! 

Peru  Jac For understanding boundaries and being a helpful member of the 

class. 

Mozambique Jacob  For having a great full week back. 

Botswana  Anthony For enthusiasm during outdoor learning and always trying his best. 

Madagascar  Georgina For coping with change. 

Kenya  Ethan  For always being a very kind member of the class and showing a 

positive attitude to all activities. Well done Ethan! 

Seychelles  Finley For completing all activities with a positive attitude and showing 

amazing skills in swimming. 

Cape Verde  David For supporting a younger student during our outdoor learning and 

being a fantastic role model. 

mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk?subject=Useful%20info%20for%20the%20newsletter
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Key Stage 4 

Australia  Sam For being consistent all year so far and working to the best of your 

ability in all subjects. 

Tasmania Leighton For being extremely positive, seeking support and working on 

developing his interpersonal skills.  

Samoa  Mohamed  For following all golden rules all week. 

New Zealand  Tunji For always smiling and giving 100% and delivering Victoria Sponge 

Cake to Miss Gibney and Mr O’Brien. 

Key Stage 5 

Malawi  Thomas For following all golden rules and working hard at his work 

experience at Speke hall. 

Christmas 

Island  

Kieran  For working really hard on GCSE exams.  

Fiji  Spencer For excellent exam preparation. 

PNG  Joshua For incredible improvement and dedication in his writing and 

excellent effort for getting into school on time this week. 

mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk?subject=Useful%20info%20for%20the%20newsletter
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school community, please share it with our office via 

reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Friday Saturday

Half Term Break Half Term Break

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

GCSE Physics                

paper 2 (AM)

GCSE English 

Language  paper 1 

(AM)

GCSE Maths             

paper 2 (AM)

Level 2 Certificate 

Further Maths paper 1 

(AM)

GCSE Biology                

paper 2 (PM)

GCSE English 

Language  paper 2 

(AM)

GCSE Chemistry                

paper 2 (AM)

GCSE Maths             

paper 3 (AM)                               

GCSE English as a 

Second Language (PM)

June 2023 Exams

Level 2 Certificate 

Further Maths paper 2 

(AM)
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Useful Information 
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 
School Swimming 2023 (EYFS/KS1 - KS4) 

 

 

EYFS/KS1 - KS4 Students will be having swimming lessons as a part of the Physical Educational 
Curriculum this academic year. Swimming sessions will take place between January and June 
2023, with all classes assigned specific weeks. 
 
A school minibus will take the children to Halewood Leisure centre during the morning sessions of 
their assigned weeks. The sessions are led by trained swimming instructors and are supported by 
the class team.  
 
All EYFS/KS1 - KS4 Students will be included in these lessons; they will need to bring a small 
plastic bag or backpack containing: - 
 

· Swimming kit (one-piece swimming costume for girls please) 
· Towel 
· Hairbrush 
· Bathing caps (All children with long hair must have their hair tied back) 

 
If you require any further information or support, please do not hesitate to contact your child's class 
teacher or Key Stage Leader. 

 
Swimming Dates 

 
We are sorry that some of our swimming sessions have been affected by the closure of the school and the 
staffing shortages, making our risk assessments dictate cancellation. Safety must come first. 
 

Date Class 

Tuesday 23rd May 
Wednesday 24th May 
Thursday 25th May 
Friday 26th May 

USA 
Wales 
Seychelles  
Botswana 

mailto:reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk?subject=Useful%20info%20for%20the%20newsletter
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

Young Person’s Advisory Service Liverpool 

 

BoA80 weekend of fun and military village at the Pier Head 

Battle of the Atlantic 80th Commemorations 

Saturday 27th May 202310:00 – 18:00 

Commemorating the 80th anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic. The BoA80 

village includes a riverside 1940s-themed military village, ships open to 

visitors, flypasts over the Mersey by historic aircraft including Navy Wings 

Swordfish, Poseidon, and the Battle of Britain Memorial flight, loads of FREE 

family activities with kit from the Royal Navy, Army, and RAF, charity stalls, 

food, cadet bands, 1940s music, dance, and other pop-up performances. 
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 

 

Spaceworld Prescot – mixer session  

 

Spaceworld Play Centre, in Prescot are hosting a play evening especially for children who are 

starting Abbot’s Lea School this September and other local SEN schools.  

We think this is a fantastic opportunity for new parents and children to meet, and to help ease into 

the new routine of attending school and meeting new friends, as we know it can be quite scary. 

Please feel free to share this to anyone you feel would benefit. 

Spaceworld Play Centre  

2-3 Ropers Court  

Prescot 

L34 1QN 

24th August 5:30-6:30 
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If you know of any additional service or resource that would be useful to the rest of our school 

community, please share it with our office via reception@abbotsleaschool.co.uk 
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