Abbot’s Lea School Behaviour Curriculum: Information sheet for families and students
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Behaviour Strand: Banter

In school, we are helping students to understand what is meant by the term “banter” as it is inevitable they will hear this term used in society. They should understand what it is and what it is and what it isn’t.
Banter can be a positive part of friendship, but it only works when it is:
· Kind
· Mutual
· Comfortable
Our Key Message:
Banter = Choice + Consent + Comfort
If any of these are missing it is not banter
The Banter Rules
Students must remember:
· Only joke with people who are OK with it
· Keep it kind (no personal or sensitive topics)
· Watch how the other person reacts
· Stop straight away is someone is uncomfortable
· Take turns – it should not be one-sided
A reminder for students
· Not everyone enjoys the same jokes
· If someone is not smiling or joining in – stop
· If you make a mistake – fix it
· If you are unsure – Ask or don’t say it
Our aim is to teach about safe and enjoyable jokes and fun. Everyone must feel respected, included and happy.
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