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SUBJECT: ART

Subject Leader(s): Emily Tobin (Deputy Headteacher), Laura Cartwright (Assistant Headteacher – Primary), Ryan Mason (Assistant Headteacher – Secondary) 
Subject Supporter(s): Kelly Aldridge
Linked awareness day(s): Diversity In: The Arts; Art Exhibitions (3 per year)
National curriculum link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study
Scheme of work followed: PlanBee
EfL framework: Available
Assessment method: End of unit Teacher assessment

What do we want students to learn and remember?
	
	Curriculum Delivered across the academic year

	EYFS
	Art in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is taught through the specific area of Expressive Arts and Design rather than as a separate subject. The curriculum supports children to develop artistic and cultural awareness, imagination, creativity, self-expression and their ability to communicate through the arts. Children are given regular opportunities to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials and to develop their understanding through repeated and varied experiences.
Within Creating with Materials, children are supported to safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. They share their creations and explain the process they have used and use props and materials in role play. Within Being Imaginative and Expressive, children develop their ability to invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories, and to express themselves through songs, rhymes, poems, stories, movement and performance. These experiences provide the foundation for the progression into the more structured Art curriculum in Key Stage 1 and beyond.

	
	KS2 Curriculum – Delivered as part of a termly block

	Year 3
	Mark Making
In this topic, students will explore the foundations of drawing through line, mark making and texture. They will experiment with drawing lines between two points, pencil grip and pressure, and different grades of pencil to discover how marks change. Students will create repeated line patterns, use rubbing to recreate texture and explore how paintbrushes can create lines of different thicknesses and effects. They will respond to the work of Kandinsky and Paul Klee, identifying different mark-making techniques and attempting to recreate elements of their work. Through these activities, students will begin to understand that lines, dots, patterns and textures can be used deliberately to create artwork and communicate ideas.
	Self-Portrait
In this topic, students will explore portraiture and different ways artists create effects using a range of media. They will experiment with sketching pencils, different grades of pencil, paints and other media, making choices about which materials are appropriate for a particular purpose. Students will develop basic clay skills and use clay and coloured paper to create self-portraits. They will explore portraits by artists including Matisse, Kahlo, Rembrandt, Van Gogh and Opie, discussing how different portraits make them feel and what portraits can communicate about the person represented. Students will evaluate their own work and the work of others, identify strengths and weaknesses, and begin to make purposeful decisions about what they want their own self-portrait to communicate.

	Year 4
	Animal Art
In this topic, students will develop careful observation skills by looking closely at animals and identifying repeating patterns, lines, shapes and textures. They will learn that patterns are created when lines or shapes repeat and will recreate animal patterns using drawing, colour and different materials. Students will experiment with colours that match or represent animals and explore how artists make careful colour choices to make artwork effective. They will use cut shapes to create animal collages and combine shapes to represent animal features. Students will also explain the choices they make and share what they like about their own artwork and the work of others.
	Henri Rousseau
In this topic, students will explore the work of Henri Rousseau through drawing, painting, printing, collage and three-dimensional work. They will sketch plants and flowers in the style of Rousseau, use their imagination to generate ideas and create a ‘portrait-landscape’. Students will experiment with natural materials to make prints inspired by Rousseau’s paintings and use paper and other materials to create a shoebox model and a mask. They will learn basic information about Rousseau, discuss his paintings and describe how his artwork makes them feel. Students will also explore the ideas of portrait, landscape and Rousseau’s ‘portrait-landscape’ genre, developing their ability to respond to and discuss artwork.

	Year 5
	William Morris
In this topic, students will explore pattern, still life drawing and block printing through the work of William Morris and the Arts and Crafts movement. They will recreate wallpaper patterns, identify repeating patterns and use careful observation to create still life sketches. Students will investigate different sketching mediums, shading and pencil grip, before learning how block printing works. They will design and create a relief printing tile, use it to make prints and identify why a print may not have worked as intended. Students will experiment with half-drop patterns, make changes to their designs where needed and analyse William Morris’s work using appropriate Art and Design language.
	Famous Buildings
In this topic, students will explore the shapes, patterns, symmetry, colour and structures found in famous buildings. They will develop shading skills using hatching, cross-hatching, stippling, scumbling and changes in pencil pressure. Students will study the patterns and colours of St Basil’s Cathedral and explore the work of Sir Christopher Wren and St Paul’s Cathedral. They will use tracing to create symmetrical artwork, experiment with oil pastels and ink, and create tints and shades. Students will also explore sculpture and collage, selecting appropriate materials and using folding and cutting techniques to create simplified buildings. They will consider the role of an architect and follow a design brief to create a building for a particular purpose.

	Year 6
	Plant Art
In this topic, students will develop detailed observational drawing through the study of plants. They will learn that constant observation, attention to detail and patience are important when creating realistic sketches. Students will compare drawings made from imagination with visually informed sketches and develop their understanding of tints, shades and tones. They will transfer sketching methods into painting and use colour and size to create the illusion of depth. Students will also explore sculpture, including decorative and functional sculpture, and develop clay skills such as joining with slip, adding and removing clay and creating decorative marks. Through collage and responses to botanical illustration and Georgia O’Keeffe, students will make increasingly purposeful choices about media, technique and design.
	Sonia Delaunay
In this topic, students will explore colour theory and the work of Sonia Delaunay. They will learn the difference between complementary and harmonious colours and experiment with the effects these colour relationships can create. Students will make careful colour choices in their own artwork and create collages using coloured paper to achieve complementary or harmonious effects. They will learn key facts about Sonia Delaunay, express opinions about her work and discuss how she created a feeling of movement. Students will explore Orphism, respond to Delaunay’s fashion designs and create their own designs inspired by her style. They will also recognise the influence of her work on fashion and modern art.

	
	KS3 Curriculum – Delivered as a termly block

	Year 7
	Art in our Community
In this topic, students will develop their ability to use art to represent shape, form, detail, ideas and meaning. They will experiment with different types of line, pattern and texture, and use sketching to explore observations of objects and sculptures. Students will investigate colour choices, including how colour can communicate ideas, emotions and mood, and will mix shades and tones before applying paint carefully to add detail, pattern and texture. They will explore sculpture as a three-dimensional art form, investigating materials such as clay, wood, stone, metal and found objects. Students will design a sculpture with a purpose or meaning for a particular place or community, develop a maquette, experiment with materials and joining techniques, and reflect on their final work using their sketchbook.
	Frida Kahlo
In this topic, students will explore portraiture and self-portraiture through the work of Frida Kahlo. They will learn about the general proportions of a face and use light guidelines to structure a self-portrait. Students will analyse aspects of paintings, including colour and mood, before adding paint and detail to their own work. They will make purposeful colour choices to express aspects of their personality and the communities they belong to. Students will learn who Frida Kahlo was, discuss her work and distinguish between portraits and self-portraits. They will explore aspects of Mexican folk art and identify elements of Mexican culture in Kahlo’s artwork. Students will also investigate surrealism and apply aspects of the movement to their own artwork.

	Year 8
	Space Art
In this topic, students will explore how artists can represent space, surfaces, light, atmosphere and depth. They will use pattern and texture to represent planets, craters and stars, draw from observation and develop ideas in a sketchbook before creating a final piece. Students will experiment with shading and line to add detail and depth, and use painting techniques including blending, sponging and splattering. They will layer colours to create visual effects and learn how colour can establish mood and atmosphere. Students will also investigate three-dimensional artwork, experimenting with materials to create texture and form, and develop collages and simple models. Throughout the topic, students will evaluate their choices, respond to artwork and reflect on ways their own work could be improved.
	Landscape Art
In this topic, students will explore landscape art and the ways artists create perspective and atmosphere. They will learn to use vanishing points, horizon lines and construction lines to create linear perspective and will sketch landscapes using these techniques. Students will experiment with lines, patterns, watercolours, pastels and other media, comparing how different materials change the effect of a landscape. They will create tints and shades and use them to develop atmospheric perspective. Students will also explore torn-paper collage, changing the size and arrangement of paper to create different effects. They will identify perspective features in landscape paintings, discuss how artists represent space and respond to abstract landscapes. Sketchbook experiments will inform increasingly independent decisions about their final landscape artwork.

	Year 9
	Sculpting Vases
In this topic, students will develop a sustained design process leading to the creation of a clay vase. They will sketch vases from different viewpoints, make detailed observations, consider light sources and use preferred shading techniques to represent form. Students will identify features of vase design and gather ideas from designers to inform their own work. They will practise clay techniques and explore the effects created by different materials and tools. Students will make decorative colour and pattern choices to fit a theme, choose appropriate clay techniques and tools, and develop their control and accuracy. They will create a container using slabs or pinching techniques, follow a design and make adjustments where necessary. Students will evaluate their designs and identify ways their final work could be improved.
	Express Yourself
In this topic, students will explore how artists communicate emotions, personality and ideas through facial expression, line, font, colour, shape and sculpture. They will make careful observations to inform sketches of different facial expressions and use grids to support accurate proportions when working from photographs. Students will investigate how line, pressure, thickness and fonts can create different effects. They will explore colour and shape as ways of illustrating emotions and develop their own colour theory. Students will experiment with fingerprints and different printing pressures to create individual effects, and use overlapping and layering to create shadow in paintings. They will use wire to create a figure sculpture that conveys an emotion or body language. Students will respond to artwork and discuss Kandinsky’s colour theory and Chuck Close’s painting techniques.



Accredited Learning in Key Stage Four
When a student moves into Key Stage Four and Five at Abbot’s Lea School, they progress from the Adapted National Curriculum model of learning within Key Stage Three to Accredited Learning, where the learning they complete will lead to a series of qualifications.
Within Accredited Learning in Key Stage Four and Five, there will be two pathways; the Entry Level pathway and the Level One and Two pathway. Topics will be carefully selected to build on prior learning within Key Stage Three but also offer students the opportunity to gain qualifications in topics that are new to them, whilst also learning about key artistic features and skills.

	Term
	Entry Level Pathway – Cycle One
	Level One and Two Pathway – Cycle One
	Entry Level Pathway – Cycle Two
	Level One and Two Pathway – Cycle Two

	Term One
	Drawing and Painting
Students develop purposeful drawing and painting skills towards a chosen brief. They use at least two drawing tools and practise dots, lines, shapes and outlines, drawing from observation or memory. They develop colour and shading skills, use different painting materials and brushes, and learn how tools and techniques can be selected for a particular effect.

	Introduction to Art
Students are introduced to Art and Design through practical exploration of a range of media, processes and techniques. They develop confidence in making, looking and talking about art, recording ideas and responding to artists and artwork. Learning provides a foundation for selecting materials, experimenting with techniques and developing personal artistic responses.
	Developing an Art Portfolio
Students create a personal art portfolio in response to a given brief. They draw, paint and print in a sketchbook on more than one occasion, adding colour, images, photographs and words. They photograph completed artwork, select and arrange evidence aesthetically, and revisit the portfolio to identify their strongest piece or page.
	Drawing Techniques
Students develop their drawing practice by producing contrasting images and experimenting with different drawing techniques. They use colour effectively, practise and refine their work, identify personal strengths and areas for development, and discuss their work with peers and adults. The unit encourages students to recognise how practice can improve their artistic outcomes.

	Term Two
	
	Designing, Making and Decorating a Clay Model
Students develop practical skills in planning, making and decorating a clay model. They explore how clay can be shaped, joined and textured, make purposeful choices about materials and decoration, and develop a finished three-dimensional outcome. The emphasis is on practical independence, safe working and completing a piece of artwork from an initial idea to a finished model
	
	Study of a Banksy Painting
Students investigate the work of Banksy and select a painting to study. They sketch the chosen image in pencil, observe and imitate features such as brush marks and tonal variation, and use different shades to recreate the visual effect. The unit develops observation, painting technique and the ability to produce an artwork inspired by an established artist.

	Term Three
	Drawing 2D and 3D representations of Lego Models and Figures
Students explore how objects can be represented in two and three dimensions. They draw individual Lego bricks and simple models to scale, develop an understanding of construction and perspective, and design simple Lego figures. The unit builds observation, accuracy, spatial awareness and confidence in translating three-dimensional objects into drawings.
	Art Project – Graffiti
Students develop a structured graffiti art project, beginning with a project cover and research into graffiti lettering and imagery. They experiment with fonts and colour, create original lettering, reproduce their own name in a chosen style, study the work of a graffiti artist and produce an original final graffiti piece. Students also evaluate the completed project.
	Religious Art
Students research different forms and styles of religious artwork and consider how artists communicate meaning through images, symbols, colour and materials. They select an appropriate medium and create artwork inspired by their research, developing knowledge of different religious art traditions and explaining their artistic choices.
	Designing a Logo
Students investigate existing logos and consider how shape, colour and typography communicate ideas about a brand. They generate several logo ideas, experiment with different font styles and develop a final design in colour. The unit develops visual communication, planning, decision-making and presentation skills.

	Term Four
	
	Pop Art
Students explore Pop Art through examples of 1960s artists and artwork. They investigate how everyday objects, bold colour and familiar images can be transformed into art, then apply selected Pop Art techniques to their own work. Outcomes may include drawings, colour work and a two- or three-dimensional response inspired by Pop Art.
	
	3D Art 
Students will explore how artists create three-dimensional artwork using a range of materials and techniques. They will develop skills in shaping, joining and constructing materials to create form, texture and structure. Students will experiment with different approaches to 3D making, make purposeful choices about materials and techniques, and develop and evaluate their own finished sculpture.

	Term Five
	Introduction to Ancient Egyptian Art
Students explore key features of Ancient Egyptian art, including the purpose and importance of the sarcophagus. They research and design an Egyptian-inspired sarcophagus, make purposeful choices about colour and materials to create an effect of luxury, and produce a finished three-dimensional model.
	Art Techniques
Students explore and apply a range of practical art techniques, developing knowledge of the processes, materials and sequence involved. Techniques include marbling, bubble painting, printing, string painting, border patterning and mosaics. Students produce an outcome using each technique and develop confidence in selecting and applying processes independently.
	Creating a Clay Portrait
Students study Pablo Picasso and key characteristics of Cubist art before applying these ideas to drawing and sculpture. They develop knowledge of clay techniques and processes, explore how Cubist features can alter the representation of a face, and create a clay portrait inspired by Picasso and Cubism.
	Introduction to Animation
Students are introduced to different forms of animation and explore how still images and movement can be combined to create an animated sequence. They take still photographs, observe how objects are moved for animation, select an object to animate and use a suitable digital app to create a simple animation. Students review the completed animation.

	Term Six
	
	Papier Mache and Modroc Sculpture
Students develop three-dimensional construction skills using papier mâché and Modroc. They explore how materials can be built up, shaped, joined and finished to create a stable sculpture, making choices about form, texture and surface treatment. The unit supports practical independence, safe use of materials and the completion of a substantial three-dimensional outcome.
	
	Study of an Artist – Ronald Moody
Students study the life and work of Ronald Moody, a Jamaican-born sculptor whose work was strongly influenced by sculpture encountered at the British Museum, including Ancient Egyptian art. They explore how Moody used sculpture, form and materials to communicate ideas, and respond to selected artworks through discussion, drawing or three-dimensional making. The unit develops artist knowledge, cultural understanding and practical sculpture skills.





Other Information
Educational Visits: Art is brought to life and enriched through visits to galleries, museums, exhibitions and creative workshops where students can experience artwork, artists and materials beyond the classroom. Where appropriate, visits and workshops will be selected to be accessible and linked to the techniques, artists and themes being studied including visiting the Walker Art Gallery and the Tate Modern in Liverpool. 

Sensitive Content: Art can sometimes explore challenging themes, cultures, identities or experiences. These are approached carefully and with age-appropriate materials and discussion. Staff support students to respond respectfully to artwork and to express their own views and feelings in a safe and structured way.

Careers and Future Pathways: Art develops creativity, observation, communication, problem-solving, independence and the ability to develop and refine ideas. These skills can support future pathways in areas such as fine art, illustration, graphic design, animation, photography, fashion, textiles, ceramics, architecture, interior design, product design and other creative industries. Students are encouraged to understand how practical and creative skills can support future study, college, apprenticeships and employment.
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